[image: ]Planning and Management of Sustainable Tourism Spaces
Assignment 9
19.11.2025

Student Name : JITENDER JITENDER






In no more than 1000 words, and 2-3 refernces, choose one economic or political crisis that affected tourism in your country and explain:

· Type: Economic or political.
· When: Date or period of the crisis.
· Impact: Negative effects on the tourism industry.
· Response: How the country managed or mitigated it.





The Impact of the 2023 Manipur Ethnic Violence Crisis on Tourism in India 
Tourism in India is an important part of the economy that helps with job creation, cultural exchange, and regional growth.  The Northeast of India has become a popular tourist destination because of its natural beauty, native cultures, and adventure travel.  The 2023 Manipur Ethnic Violence Crisis, on the other hand, caused a major break in this path.  Starting in May 2023, violent fights between the Meitei and Kuki–Zo communities led to a lot of people having to leave their homes, property damage, and curfews set by the government.  The crisis was mostly about social and ethnic issues, but it also had big effects on the economy, such as a sharp drop in tourism.  This essay looks at the kind of crisis, how long it lasted, how it hurt tourism in India, and what steps were taken to lessen the damage.

 The Manipur crisis is a social, political, and ethnic conflict crisis that has its roots in long-standing disagreements about land rights, tribal identity, and political representation.  The situation got much worse after a court ruling that the Meitei community should be recognized as a Scheduled Tribe, which tribal groups strongly opposed.  This caused violent fights, arson, and the forced relocation of almost 60,000 people (The Hindu, 2023).  Manipur's image changed from a peaceful place to a conflict zone, which had a direct effect on tourism, which depends on safety, accessibility, and social stability.

 The crisis started on May 3, 2023, after a "Tribal Solidarity March" was held in Churachandpur.  Within hours, violence broke out and quickly spread to districts like Imphal, Kangpokpi, Bishnupur, and Churachandpur.  Over the next few weeks, the state government put in place curfews, shut down mobile internet services, and sent in the military to restore order.  By late 2023, the level of violence had slowly gone down, but stability was still shaky, and travel warnings were still in place in 2024 (Scroll, 2023).  So, even though the crisis started as a short-term ethnic conflict, its effects on tourism lasted longer than the first few weeks.

 The effects on tourism were very bad.  One of the most immediate effects was a huge drop in the number of tourists coming to the country and from other countries.  Manipur, famous for Loktak Lake, the Sangai Festival, Keibul Lamjao National Park, and its unique cultural traditions, saw all tourism activities stop.  Airlines said that fewer people were booking flights to Imphal, and hotels, guesthouses, and homestays were almost completely empty.  The Manipur Tourism Department said that visitor entries stopped suddenly from May to December 2023 (Manipur Tourism, 2024).

 The crisis also messed up the Northeast tourism circuit as a whole.  Many people who travel to Assam, Mizoram, Nagaland, or Sikkim also include Manipur in their plans to visit multiple states.  Tour operators took Manipur out of travel packages because they were worried about safety. This made people less interested in the whole region.  Adventure tourism, eco-tourism, and cultural tourism all took big hits because curfews and roadblocks made it hard to get around the state.  Limited internet access made it even harder for digital booking sites, social media promotion, and communication with tourists.

 The hospitality industry suffered greatly.  During the worst violence, hotels and lodges in Imphal, Churachandpur, and the surrounding areas had to close for a while.  There were a lot fewer customers at restaurants and local markets.  Small tourism businesses like handicraft sellers, cycle-tour guides, transport operators, and local artisans lost the main way they made money.  The Sangai Festival, an annual cultural event that usually draws thousands of tourists, was cancelled, which hurt local businesses' bottom lines.  The North East Council (2024) says that just the cancellation caused economic losses worth millions of rupees.

 The crisis got worse when people lost their jobs.  Thousands of informal workers, like drivers, boat operators at Loktak Lake, hospitality staff, and performers, lost their jobs for months because they relied on daily tourism-related earnings.  Many people left areas that were affected by violence, which caused a shortage of workers and long-term social displacement.  Micro-businesses run by women, especially those that make handicrafts and textiles, were hit hard, making gender gaps and economic vulnerability worse (Economic Times, 2023).

 Concerns about safety and bad press also hurt Manipur's reputation.  Images of burning homes, fights, and military actions were all over the news, both in the US and around the world.  The crisis created a story of instability that kept tourists away even after the violence stopped, since tourism is very much based on how people see things.  Government warnings from states like Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal told people not to go to Manipur, which led to long-term losses.  This crisis showed how security, social cohesion, and tourism attractiveness are all linked.

 The Indian government and the authorities in Manipur state took a number of steps to lessen the effects of the crisis.  One big response was to restore safety and public order by sending more security forces, lifting some curfews, and gradually reopening markets.  The goal of more patrols around tourist sites and important infrastructure was to restore travellers' trust.

 Families and small businesses that were hurt got help with their finances.  The state government set up programs to help artisans and micro-entrepreneurs make a living, as well as compensation packages for damaged property and temporary shelters for people who had to leave their homes.  The Ministry of Home Affairs (2024) said that recovery programs for tourism included soft loans for small hotels, handicraft cooperatives, and local tourism businesses.

 Communication strategies also helped bring back tourism.  Digital campaigns showing peaceful places, natural beauty, and cultural traditions were started by the Manipur Tourism Department.  Collaborations with influencers, travel documentaries, and stories told on social media all helped change people's minds.  Once things settled down, the government put the reopening of famous places like Loktak Lake and Keibul Lamjao National Park at the top of their list.

 Community reconciliation efforts were also very important.  Local NGOs and leaders from civil society set up peace talks, cultural exchange programs, and youth-led projects to help communities trust each other again.  These interventions helped tourism recover by bringing back a sense of safety and unity.  Local businesses were also able to adjust to life after the crisis thanks to training programs on crisis management, digital marketing, and sustainable tourism.



 A brief overview of the most important ways to reduce risk includes:
 • Improved security and gradual easing of curfews 
• Financial help and compensation for workers who depend on tourism
 • Digital campaigns to improve the image of the destination 
• Opening of major tourist attractions and the return of cultural events

 In the end, the 2023 Manipur Ethnic Violence Crisis was one of the most disruptive social and regional crises in India in the last few years.  Even though the violence was limited to one area, it had a big impact on tourism in Manipur and the rest of the Northeast region.  The crisis caused a big drop in the number of tourists, hurt small businesses and hotels, cost people their jobs, and hurt the state's reputation around the world.  But government actions like restoring security, setting up compensation programs, digital marketing campaigns, and bringing the community back together helped the region slowly get better.  The experience made it clear how important it is for India to have social harmony, political stability, and be ready for crises in order to keep its tourism industry growing.  It also made clear how important it is to invest in conflict resolution and regional planning that includes everyone in the long term to keep tourism-dependent areas from being disrupted again.
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