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The main organizational is the United Nation World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), an agency of the United Nations, leading to a written Convention that is generally adopted by its Members. It is composed of different categories of membership which represent the heterogeneous universe of tourism interested entities and stakeholders worldwide. These categories make it possible to measure a variety of degrees of participation and commitment to the governance agenda in tourism. Membership categories – Member States, Associate Members and Affiliate Members in the UNWTO.
Full Members
Full membership of the UNWTO is open to representative of all countries which meets the criteria for full membership in accordance with the organization's statute. This members’ which forms the nucleus of bakeh the radical power center that weights in on all decicsion-making. Full members are any country that is an independent state and has a government and legal system in working order responsible for all tourism policy. And these are nations that have made a commitment to actively promote sustainable tourism practices, a key aspect of UNWTO’s mandate.
“In conjunction with full membership’s being able to vote at the UNWTO’s General Assembly for making global tourism policy, this is why they joined.” The full members need to adopt the aims and principles of the organization, aimed at reinforcing economic growth, social inclusiveness and environmental protection in tourism (UNWTO, 2025). Access is given to full members who have the opportunity to put forward, amend or vote on decisions that determine the future of global travel and tourism. They can also obtain technical advisory, training and capacity-building assistance.
Associate Members
Affiliate membership may be granted to territories, regions or specialized agencies which do not have the full status of a sovereign state; such entities shall specifically show an interest in tourism questions. This category can even encompass not-sovereign territories which do not exert jurisdiction over their tourism, yet can work with the UNWTO. These might be thinly recognised countries, regions of greater powers or sub-national political unions like the European Union, with more than one member nation.
Associate Member Associate members do not have the right to vote in the General Assembly or submit resolutions, but may participate in discussions and related programs of work by the UNWTO. They benefit from the support of international organisations that had campaigned for a more durable tourism. They may also draw upon lessons learned, best practices and resources available to support tourism development, even it is operates a primarily advisory role (UNWTO, 2025).
Affiliate Members
Affiliate members are tourism-related private-sector enterprises and NGOs. The companies in this category include travel agencies and airlines, tourism boards, tourist information organisations / schools. They are not independent countries or self-governing territories but important players in the sector they determine market direction, drive innovation and serve clients.
Associative members don't have votes in management of the organization, but they are actively work in this field: making market research or scientific search about sphere, educating & showing to new members or consumers or having their own business. They are also active in the world tourism events and they cooperate for programmes with UNWTO organization, by contributing of know how and participating on th design of a future tourism (UNWTO,2025). This membership is essential if the public and private sectors are to work in partnerships as tourism demands.
[bookmark: _Toc219848370]2. Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?
Being a Full Member in United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is clear since it facilitates advancing sustainable development without violating the sovereignty. Only full membership is available to sovereign states under predetermined criteria that include the capacity of member countries to contribute effectively to the organization's policies and goals.
Sovereignty and Legal Status
The fundamental condition to acquire a full Membership at UNWTO rests on the notion of sovereignty. Sovereign states are the only form of Full Members. A sovereign state is a political organization with a centralized government that has supreme independent authority over a geographic area. These requirements indicate that Full Members must have the capacity and responsibility to enact tourism policies and laws at the national level. A State should thus possess legal and institutional capacity, to contribute to tourism policy development at national and international contexts (UNWTO 2025).
Commitment to Sustainable Tourism
Full Membership also includes a specific focus on sustainable tourism. This includes focus on economic growth, social inclusiveness and environmental sustainability.” The UNWTO is responsible for promoting sustainable, universally accessible and culturally sensitive tourism that benefits local communities and does not damage the environment. Any country interested in becoming a Full Member should have a proven or assumed past of applying these values (UNWTO, 2025).
Of course, tourism is a definite economic activity and its long term prosperity must always tangled with sustainability. Therefore, Full Members are required to actively participate in the global effort for sustainability tourism development and the definition of national sustainable strategies for tourism as well as cooperate on international projects such as UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Active Participation in UNWTO Activities
UNWTO Full Members must engage actively in the work of the organization. This also includes participation at the General Assembly (biennial gathering of all Full Members to debate and take decisions on the direction of the organization). Full Members are also welcome to join the various specific technical and policy development projects that UNWTO is implementing (research, training programmes, tourism development projects). States could also stage UNWTO meetings or share experiences/best practices/services with other members.
Members are obliged to be represented in the General Assembly and regional and international meetings not held at headquarters; support its programmes; and participate, whenever feasible, in joint promotion of tourism. By this active participation, then Full Members can participate in the development of global tourism policy and decision affecting tourism of all the countries (UNWTO, 2025).
Compliance with UNWTO’s Policies and Regulations
Full Members must also respect the policy, rules and ethics of UNWTO. This conformity validates and verifies the company’s efforts to globalise tourism adventures achieved. The countries have to agree on tourism promotion but under full respect of international standards (human rights, fair trade, protection of cultural and natural heritage). Full Members must contribute financially to the association's projects and programmes (and it funds a variety of different initiatives focused on sustainable tourism).
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