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In no more than 500 words, each explain and 2-4 references:



1- Define cultural heritage. How do international organizations such as UNESCO conceptualize heritage?

2- Differentiate between:
Tangible heritage
Intangible heritage



















1. Cultural Heritage and UNESCO Perspective
Cultural heritage refers to the shared legacy of humanity, including both physical artifacts and living traditions that define the identity of communities. It embodies historical continuity, cultural diversity, and collective memory (Smith, 2006).
UNESCO conceptualizes heritage as a holistic and inclusive concept. Initially, the focus was on tangible heritage through the 1972 Convention, which identified sites of outstanding universal value. However, recognizing that culture extends beyond physical objects, UNESCO introduced the 2003 Convention to safeguard intangible cultural heritage such as oral traditions, performing arts, and social practices (UNESCO, 2003).
This broadened framework emphasizes that heritage is not only preserved but also actively recreated. Communities play a central role in identifying and maintaining their heritage, making participation a key principle. According to Vecco (2010), this shift reflects a transformation in heritage thinking—from static preservation to dynamic cultural processes.
UNESCO’s approach therefore integrates global recognition with local ownership, ensuring both protection and continuity.

2. Difference Between Tangible and Intangible Heritage
Cultural heritage is categorized into tangible and intangible forms based on its characteristics.
Tangible heritage includes material objects such as monuments, buildings, artworks, and historical sites. These are visible and can be physically preserved through conservation methods. Examples include heritage buildings and museum collections (Ashworth & Tunbridge, 2000).
Intangible heritage includes non-physical elements like traditions, performing arts, rituals, and traditional knowledge. It is transmitted orally or through practice and evolves over time. Safeguarding it requires community engagement and continuous practice rather than physical preservation (Hafstein, 2009).
The primary difference lies in their nature: tangible heritage is material and static, while intangible heritage is immaterial and dynamic. However, they are interconnected, as tangible heritage often derives meaning from intangible cultural practices.
A balanced heritage management approach considers both forms equally important for cultural sustainability.
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