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Tourism Law and Legislation
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MANISH BISHNOI
In no more than 500 words each explain: 

1- What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?

2- Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?













1. What are the different types of membership in the UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)?
The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) has established a structured membership system to allow participation from governments, regions, and tourism stakeholders while maintaining its role as an intergovernmental organisation. UNWTO recognises three main types of membership: Full Members, Associate Members, and Affiliate Members.
Full Members are sovereign states that are members of the United Nations or one of its specialised agencies. This category forms the core of UNWTO’s governance structure. Full Members have full voting rights in the General Assembly and are directly involved in decision-making processes such as approving budgets, adopting tourism policies, and shaping international tourism strategies. Through their participation, Full Members influence global tourism governance, sustainability initiatives, and ethical standards.
Associate Members are non-sovereign territories or regions that have responsibility for tourism affairs but do not conduct independent foreign relations. Examples may include autonomous regions or dependent territories. Associate Members are permitted to attend UNWTO meetings, participate in technical programmes, and benefit from research and capacity-building initiatives. However, they do not have voting rights in the General Assembly. This category enables territories to engage in global tourism cooperation while respecting international legal principles of sovereignty.
Affiliate Members consist of non-governmental entities involved in tourism-related activities. This includes private tourism companies, destination management organisations, academic institutions, research centres, tourism associations, and local authorities. Affiliate Members do not take part in formal decision-making but contribute through industry expertise, innovation, research, and professional training. Their involvement strengthens public–private partnerships and supports the effective implementation of tourism policies.
Overall, UNWTO’s membership system promotes inclusive participation while ensuring that global tourism governance remains led by sovereign states.

2. Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?

Qualification for Full Membership in UNWTO is limited to sovereign states that meet specific international and institutional criteria. To be eligible, a country must be a recognised member of the United Nations or one of its specialised agencies. This requirement ensures that UNWTO operates within the established international governance framework and aligns with international law.
The process of becoming a Full Member begins with a formal application submitted by the government of the applicant state. The application must be approved by the UNWTO General Assembly. Once accepted, the state agrees to comply with the UNWTO Statutes, which outline the organisation’s objectives, governance principles, and operational rules. These statutes emphasise commitments to sustainable tourism development, ethical tourism practices, international cooperation, and respect for cultural and natural heritage.
Full Members are granted full participation and voting rights in the General Assembly. This allows them to influence global tourism policies, approve strategic plans, and contribute to international tourism standards. In return, Full Members are required to fulfil financial obligations, including the payment of annual membership contributions, which fund UNWTO’s research, technical assistance, and development programmes.
Additionally, Full Members are encouraged to actively engage in data sharing, policy dialogue, and collaborative initiatives. Through Full Membership, states gain access to tourism intelligence, best-practice frameworks, training opportunities, and global cooperation mechanisms that support sustainable and competitive tourism development.
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