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Cultural heritage is what we get from the past and take into the future. It has things like monuments, buildings and artifacts. We also have -physical things, like traditions, languages and customs that are part of our cultural heritage. These are some things that contribute to our identity and our origins. Cultural heritage encompasses all of these elements. It is part of societal identity and culture and helps connect people with their past (Smith, 2006).
Organizations like UNESCO tell us that cultural heritage is more than old buildings or famous sites. Heritage is not about the monuments or famous places, but also about the living traditions and cultural practices people still follow (UNESCO, 2003). The World Heritage Convention allows UNESCO to designate locations with “outstanding universal value,” which it then seeks to preserve (UNESCO, 1972). Such locations may be cultural, such as ancient buildings, or natural, such as forests or landscapes.
UNESCO also pays much attention to intangible cultural heritage, which involves practices such as rituals, festivals, and folklore knowledge. This type of cultural heritage is crucial since it is still actively used and transferred between generations (UNESCO, 2003). On the other hand, UNESCO promotes the idea of conserving cultural heritage properly and engaging communities in doing so, but this process may be quite difficult.
Overall, UNESCO’s concept of cultural heritage is rather broad and inclusive. One can see that heritage does not necessarily refer to architectural objects; on the contrary, it refers to something intangible but very important to preserve.
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There are several categories of cultural heritage, namely, tangible and intangible. The latter type of heritage is equally important, but there are essential differences in the preservation and conservation of such items.
For instance, tangible heritage consists of items that are physically tangible and can be touched and seen. Thus, monuments, buildings, sculpture, artifacts, and other similar objects belong to this category. In this case, it is possible to preserve cultural heritage using restoration and conservation, but often it is damaged for environmental or anthropogenic reasons (Harrison, 2013).
By contrast, intangible heritage encompasses cultures, festivals, rituals, music, languages, and other similar cultural products. Intangible heritage is transferred from generation to generation through regular practice (UNESCO, 2003). One cannot store intangible heritage in the same way as tangible cultural heritage. Hence, its preservation is rather challenging compared to tangible heritage.
Therefore, both tangible and intangible heritage are equally significant despite being different. Both of them play an integral role in preserving the cultural and ethnic identity of societies.
To conclude, the main differences between tangible and intangible heritage include the physical nature of tangible heritage and the non-physical nature of intangible heritage. The conservation and restoration of tangible cultural heritage is possible, while intangible heritage needs the conservation of certain practices.
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