
The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), now known as UN Tourism, has three main types of membership: Full Members, Associate Members, and Affiliate Members. These categories allow different types of participants—governments, territories, and private sector organisations—to take part in global tourism governance.
Full Members are sovereign states that are members of the United Nations. These countries have full rights and responsibilities within UNWTO. To become a Full Member, a state must accept the Statutes of the Organization. Full Members play the most important role in decision-making. They have the right to vote in the General Assembly, which is the highest decision-making body of UNWTO. They can also be elected to the Executive Council, propose policies, approve the programme of work and budget, and participate in committees and working groups.
Full Members are required to pay assessed financial contributions to support the Organization’s activities. They work together to promote responsible, sustainable, and universally accessible tourism. Through their membership, countries cooperate on issues such as tourism development, climate change, crisis management, digital innovation, education, and investment. Most independent countries engaged in international tourism cooperation are Full Members, making this the largest and most influential membership category.
Associate Members are territories or groups of territories that are not responsible for their own external relations. In other words, they are not fully sovereign states but have some level of autonomy, particularly in managing tourism affairs. Their membership must be approved by the country that handles their international relations.
Associate Members can participate in UNWTO meetings and activities, access research and technical assistance, and contribute to discussions on tourism policy. However, they do not usually have the same voting rights as Full Members in the General Assembly. Their participation allows them to benefit from international cooperation and share experiences while recognizing their different political status. Associate membership is especially useful for autonomous regions or territories that rely heavily on tourism and wish to strengthen their international presence.
Affiliate Members represent the private sector, academia, and other non-governmental organisations involved in tourism. This category includes tourism companies, airlines, hotel groups, travel agencies, destination management organisations, universities, research institutions, and industry associations. Unlike Full and Associate Members, Affiliate Members do not represent governments and do not have voting rights in the General Assembly.
Affiliate Members participate mainly through the Affiliate Members Network, where they contribute expertise, innovation, and industry perspectives. They collaborate with governments on topics such as sustainable tourism, digital transformation, marketing, investment, and training. This membership category strengthens public–private cooperation and ensures that global tourism policies are informed by practical business experience and research knowledge.
In conclusion, UNWTO membership is divided into three types: Full Members (sovereign states with full voting rights), Associate Members (non-sovereign territories with limited rights), 

