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In no more than 500 words, each explain and 2-4 references:

1. What are subsidiary bodies in international tourism governance? Explain their general role within UNWTO.

Subsidiary bodies are specialized institutional structures created to support the governance, coordination, and implementation functions of international organizations. In the context of international tourism governance, these bodies assist global institutions in managing the complexity of tourism-related policy issues. Within the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), subsidiary bodies serve as essential mechanisms for expert consultation, regional representation, and policy execution.
UNWTO subsidiary bodies include Regional Commissions, standing committees, and technical groups that focus on areas such as tourism statistics, sustainability, ethics, education, and crisis management. These bodies operate under the authority of the General Assembly and the Executive Council but function independently in their assigned domains. Their structure allows UNWTO to address diverse tourism challenges across different geographic regions and levels of development.
A key role of subsidiary bodies is policy development and advisory support. They analyze tourism trends, identify emerging risks, and propose policy recommendations that guide international tourism strategies. Their technical expertise ensures that decisions made by UNWTO’s principal organs are evidence-based and aligned with global development objectives.
Another important function is regional coordination. Through Regional Commissions, subsidiary bodies ensure that the voices of member states from different regions are represented in global tourism governance. This promotes inclusivity and enables countries to share experiences, best practices, and policy innovations.
Subsidiary bodies also contribute to monitoring and capacity building. They support the implementation of international tourism frameworks, encourage compliance with ethical and sustainability standards, and assist member states through training programs and knowledge-sharing initiatives.
Overall, subsidiary bodies strengthen UNWTO’s governance capacity by combining specialization, inclusiveness, and operational efficiency, making international tourism governance more responsive and effective.


2. What is the Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980)? Why is it considered a milestone in tourism policy?

The Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980) is a significant international policy document adopted during the World Tourism Conference held in Manila, Philippines. The Declaration provided one of the earliest comprehensive frameworks for understanding tourism as an activity with economic, social, cultural, and political dimensions.
The Declaration emphasized tourism’s role in economic growth, employment generation, and regional development, particularly in developing countries. It also highlighted the importance of respecting host communities, cultural heritage, and national sovereignty in tourism development processes.
The Manila Declaration is regarded as a milestone because it framed tourism as a fundamental human activity, closely linked to the right to leisure and freedom of movement. This perspective marked a shift from viewing tourism purely as a commercial sector to recognizing it as a legitimate subject of public policy.
Furthermore, the Declaration laid early foundations for responsible and sustainable tourism, stressing environmental protection and balanced development long before sustainability became a global policy priority. These principles later influenced major international tourism instruments and ethical guidelines.
The Declaration also underscored the importance of international cooperation, calling for collaboration between governments and international organizations to address inequalities in tourism development.
As a result, the Manila Declaration remains a cornerstone of international tourism policy, shaping modern tourism governance and ethical standards.
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