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So, what exactly do we mean when we say, "cultural heritage"? Honestly, it's more than just old stuff in museums. Cultural heritage is the living, breathing collection of everything a community values from its past traditions, stories, places, even smells and sounds that people decide is worth keeping alive for their kids and grandkids (Smith, 2006). It's not static; it changes as we change.
UNESCO, the big UN agency that deals with this, has really shaped how the world thinks about heritage. Back in 1972, they focused mostly on physical things think the Pyramids or the Great Wall. That was the classic "monument" view. But critics pointed out that this ignored living traditions. So, UNESCO shifted gears. By 2003, they officially recognized intangible heritage, like oral stories, dance, and rituals. Today, UNESCO sees heritage less as a dusty trophy and more as a living process something communities actively participate in, not just observe (Blake, 2015).

Tangible heritage is the stuff you can physically touch. Walk up to it, knock on it, put it in a glass case. This includes two types: movable (paintings, books, furniture) and immovable (buildings, monuments, archaeological sites). The Colosseum in Rome? Tangible. A medieval manuscript? Also, tangible. The main goal here is conservation keeping the physical object from falling apart (UNESCO, 1972).

Intangible heritage is trickier because you can't hold it in your hand. It's the living traditions people do. UNESCO (2003) lists things like oral storytelling, performing arts (flamenco, anyone?), social rituals (weddings, festivals), and traditional craftsmanship. Think of it this way: a guitar is tangible. The skill of playing flamenco the rhythm, the emotion, the passing down of techniques from abuela to granddaughter that's intangible. It exists only when people perform it. And here's the kicker: they're often tangled together. A temple (tangible) might be meaningless without the annual festival (intangible) held there (Smith & Akagawa, 2009).
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