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In no more than 500 words each, explain and 2-4 references:

1- Select a cultural site and discuss the impacts of a proposed measure on this site within the framework of conducting a cultural heritage impact assessment.

























Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment: The Pyramids of Giza

The Pyramids of Giza, which are part of the World Heritage property of Memphis and its Necropolis, are an appropriate cultural site for heritage impact assessment. The site is significant as a remnant of ancient Egyptian culture, royal burial practices, architectural accomplishment, religious ideology and historic landscape design. It is the site of the Great Pyramid and several other pyramids, the Sphinx, temples, tombs, causeways and surrounding archaeological remains. Due to its international cultural value, any proposed action in the immediate vicinity of the site needs to be carefully considered by undertaking a cultural heritage impact assessment.
The idea to be discussed here is to build a tourist pathway and a tourist access path around the pyramids. The intent of this is to enhance visitors' movement, ease congestion, ensure visitor safety, and provide a better tourism experience. Initially, this seems like a good project as it can help to regulate tourist flow and limit the 'walking around' of sensitive areas. But the usefulness of a project is not the only measure in heritage impact assessment. It also looks at if the project could adversely affect the authenticity, integrity, setting, views, archaeology and cultural meaning of the site.
The first step in a heritage impact assessment would be to determine the values and attributes of the Pyramids of Giza. They encompass the pyramids, the Sphinx, ancient tombs, buried archaeology, the desert landscape, traditional views and the relationship between the monuments and their surroundings. Heritage impact assessment is significant because it could be used to inform management of the possible impacts of development on World Heritage values prior to approval of the project (Ashrafi et al., 2022). So, the assessment should take into account direct, indirect, visual, cumulative and long-term impacts.
There will be some good effects from the suggested tourist walkway. It could lead visitors on set routes and limit damage from unplanned foot traffic. It can also make it easier for older adults and those with disabilities to access the site. Improved visitor pathways can also be used in the context of interpretation to enable tourists to understand the site in an organised manner. In this context, the measure could help ensure the balance between tourism use and conservation requirements.
The project may also have negative impacts, however. If adequate surveys have not been undertaken, construction activities may impact on archaeological resources that are present in the ground. New paving, signs, lighting, barriers or modern materials can also be a visual intrusion in the historic landscape. This is significant as a key issue in World Heritage management. Ashrafi et al. (2021) describe how heritage impact assessment can be used to pinpoint the visual and urban development threats before they become irreversible. The setting at the Pyramids of Giza is highly sensitive due to the strong associations of the monuments with the desert landscape and ancient spatial arrangement.
There are also broader factors that threaten the conservation of the site. According to Hemeda and Sonbol (2020), the Giza pyramids are facing environmental and structural issues, such as urbanisation and groundwater pressures. This implies that any new tourism infrastructure that is introduced should not put additional pressure on the site. Likewise, Shetawy and El Khateeb (2009) talk about the Giza Plateau and the conflict between the conservation requirements and the tourism and urbanization. They demonstrate that endeavouring to develop tourism can be detrimental if not well planned.
The heritage impact assessment should suggest mitigation measures to minimise negative impacts. They can range from archaeological survey prior to construction, to not building on highly sensitive areas, to reversible construction techniques, to limiting the height and visibility of its structures, to controlling lighting, to monitoring visitor movement afterwards. Heritage professionals, archaeologists, tourism planners, local authorities and community stakeholders should also be involved in the project.
Finally, the plan to make a tourist walkway at the Pyramids of Giza could have either positive or negative implications. It can help to manage visitors, keep them safe and improve access, but it can also damage archaeology, visual integrity, authenticity, and the historic landscape. If the project is to be implemented within a cultural heritage impact assessment framework, it should be undertaken to safeguard the site's cultural values and to ensure that it is not subjected to irreversible damage. The management of cultural heritage is a delicate balance between tourism development and heritage conservation; once the heritage values have been compromised, they cannot be easily replaced.
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