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1- Subsidiary Bodies in International Tourism Governance: Role within UNWTO
Within the governance framework of the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), subsidiary bodies are specialized committees, commissions, or working groups established by the organization's principal organs (the General Assembly and the Executive Council) to address specific thematic or regional issues. They are essential for implementing UNWTO's program of work and facilitating detailed, technical deliberation that the larger plenary bodies cannot manage efficiently.

Their general role within UNWTO is threefold:
1. Technical Expertise and Specialization: They provide a platform for in-depth discussion and formulation of recommendations on specialized areas. Key examples include the Committee on Tourism and Sustainability, the Committee on Tourism and Competitiveness, and the Committee on Tourism Statistics. These bodies bring together national experts, Affiliate Members, and other stakeholders to develop guidelines, definitions (e.g., for tourism statistics), and best practices.
2. Regional Implementation and Representation: UNWTO's six Regional Commissions (for Africa, the Americas, East Asia and the Pacific, Europe, the Middle East, and South Asia) are crucial subsidiary bodies. They ensure that global policies and programs are adapted to regional priorities and challenges. They meet annually to review regional tourism trends and coordinate activities, acting as a vital link between the global Secretariat and Member States on the ground.
3. Governance and Advisory Support: Bodies like the Executive Council's technical committees advise the Council on specific administrative and programmatic matters. Furthermore, subsidiary bodies such as the World Committee on Tourism Ethics oversee the implementation of the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism, investigating complaints and promoting ethical principles.
In essence, these bodies decentralize and professionalize UNWTO's work, transforming broad mandates into actionable programs, fostering regional cooperation, and injecting specialized knowledge into the decision-making process. They are the operational engines that allow UNWTO to function as both a policy forum and a technical assistance provider.
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2- The Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980): A Policy Milestone
The Manila Declaration on World Tourism was a landmark document adopted by the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) at the World Tourism Conference in Manila, Philippines, in 1980. It was the first major international declaration to unequivocally frame tourism not merely as an economic activity, but as a vital social, cultural, and educational dimension central to human well-being and international understanding.
It is considered a fundamental milestone in tourism policy for several reasons:
1. Human-Centric Redefinition: The Declaration moved beyond commercial metrics, asserting the "right to rest and leisure" and the "right to holidays" as extensions of human rights. It positioned tourism as an essential element for the "full development of the human being," emphasizing its role in education, cultural enrichment, and strengthening peace.
2. State Responsibility for Tourism Development: It was the first major instrument to explicitly assign a duty to states to formulate integrated tourism policies and to include tourism within overall development planning. This shifted the perception of tourism from a private-sector concern to a legitimate and strategic area of public policy.
3. Foundational Ethical Principles: The Declaration laid the philosophical groundwork for future sustainable and responsible tourism frameworks. It stressed the need to protect the cultural and environmental heritage of destinations, respect the artistic and socio-cultural traditions of host communities, and ensure that host populations benefit from tourism activity concepts that would later be codified in the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism (1999).
4. Bridge Between North and South: In the context of the New International Economic Order debates, it highlighted tourism's potential role in reducing the economic gap between developed and developing nations, emphasizing the need for technology transfer and international cooperation.
In summary, the Manila Declaration transformed the global discourse on tourism. It established its non-economic value, mandated state involvement in its holistic development, and set the ethical compass for future policy, making it the foundational text for modern tourism governance.
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