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Based on your country of origin or personal experience:

Explain the relationship between tourism and commodification, with a special focus on the following questions:
- Which aspects of culture are being commodified for tourism purposes  (festivals, crafts, traditions)?

Tourism and Commodification Seen from a Cultural Point of View

In India, where I am originally from, how tourism and commodity relate to each other is clear and sometimes complicated. Although tourism has shown off various cultures, it has also made many cultural elements into marketable objects that can be bought or seen by tourists.

Things That Are Being Commodified in Culture.
Festivals:

Holi, Diwali and Navratri, major festivals in India, are used to encourage tourism. At present, Holi festivities are arranged for foreigners in guarded venues which weakens the way people used to celebrate traditionally.
Rarely are these events organized with awareness of their history or original reasons, since they exist mostly to attract travelers.

Crafts:

Madhubani paintings, Pashmina shawls and blue pottery are now popular gifts to take home from India.
As a result, local handiwork is supported, but there is also a lot of mass production and art becomes less original. Many artists craft items with lower-cost materials or adjust their craftsmanship to meet Western liking which compromises the important traditions of their culture.

Traditions:

Many times, tradition dances such as Bharatanatyam and Kathak, along with Bhangra and Kalbelia which are folk dances, are done for tourists and the dances are often shortened and made bright and colorful so the audience can enjoy the show.
Originally performed for the group, ceremonies and rituals may be changed or reduced to serve the interests of tourists.

Conclusion:
Tourism supports the economy and brings people together from all over the world, but trading cultural elements raises doubts about being true to traditions, sustainable development and respect for those traditions. Sharing cultures should happen nicely and meaningfully, not only to sell as a product.


- How has this commodification changed these cultural aspects or the way people engage with them?

The Effect of Commodification on Culture and How People Participate

The rise of tourism has made some changes good or bad to the way people practice their traditions. This phenomenon has altered a number of things in our lives.

1. Changing from Sacred to Spectacle
Things that used to reflect religious or community traditions are now shown to tourists for their enjoyment.
Often, Kathak or Odissi dances which have sacred or storytelling significance, are presented in theater productions that shorten and distort them.
Because tourists now visit religious festivals in great numbers, the festivals can lose their traditional importance to local people.

2. Making things and distributing them on a large scale
As products for rituals, daily routines and families, traditional crafts have also begun being made for larger audiences.
Sometimes, artisans are willing to sacrifice quality or originality to please tourists or charge less.
Because of this, many younger people prefer jobs that are more popular and profitable which has caused traditional craftsmanship to decrease.

3. Proud of Culture vs. Wrong Interpretation
Thanks to commodification, interest and pride in some traditional cultural habits has increased because locals can now profit from them.
However, sometimes this process involves adjusting or enhancing aspects of a culture just to entertain visitors.
Tourists’ perspectives may cause the locals to modify or rethink how they experience own traditions.

4. Is the training service accessible or exclusive?
Sometimes, festivals designed for tourists are organized apart from the ceremonies for the community.
It can separate the true culture from what outside people see which makes cultural elements seen only as special products instead of things enjoyed collectively.



Conclusion
The work of commodification often strips cultural practices of their original value, depth and significance to local communities. Whilst it contributes positively to culture and economy, it requires people to respect the communities and follow proper cultural management for the sake of the heritage.


- What are the negative impacts of such commodification on local communities?

Problems that Communities Face because of Cultural Commodification

Although tourism creates income and makes local places globally recognized, it also has many negative effects on communities. Such consequences can influence the realness, respect and longevity of cultural traditions and ordinary life.

1. Reduced Following of Culture
Traditions, rituals and practices can sometimes be modified to fit our expectations, removing the important reasons behind them.By performing culture, communities find that their traditions have lost the original reason for which they first started.

2. The Abuse of Culture
Heritage can be used for personal or commercial benefit by visiting entrepreneurs, without the divvying up of the profits to the local owners.Tour operators or external businesses often get the profits in such tours and not the artists, performers or local people.

3. Diminishing of the Values of the Community
If young people see traditions just as something to sell or things to visit, they may not value them as important cultural activities.When sacred elements are used in ways that shouldn’t be, it can cause hurt or harm to culture.

4. The Challenge of Economic Dependence and Inequality
Diversifying the economy helps communities avoid overdependence on tourism which increases their risks during periods of low tourists due to events such as COVID-19.Due to commodification, some gain great wealth, while many others continue to live poorly.

5. The unfair and untrue portrayal of cultures
Often, traditions are shown in appealing and simple ways that result in stereotypes and tended to misunderstand.This ends up labeling a rich and diverse culture as a simple commercial stereotype, ignoring everything else about it.


- What strategies can be used to balance tourism development with cultural preservation?
For sustainable tourism to exist, communities must be included and strategies should encourage sustainable methods. Authorities in tourism should back community-based tourism, so that locals are involved and rewarded. Events based on real experiences are better than staged shows and strict guidelines must ensure the safety of valuable traditions. Initiatives that teach can increase awareness among visitors to follow cultural customs. These models help local artisans and performers receive the pay they deserve. Strictly applying laws surrounding cultural heritage and cooperating with NGOs aids in the recording and saving of traditions. In general, tourism should move from using locals to working with them, helping to sustain, honor and feel proud of their unique cultures.
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