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In no more than 500 words each, explain and 2-4 references:

1- Select a cultural site and discuss the impacts of a proposed measure on this site within the framework of conducting a cultural heritage impact assessment.






















Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment of Machu Picchu, Peru

Machu Picchu, located in the Andes Mountains of Peru, is one of the most iconic archaeological sites in the world and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Built by the Inca civilization in the fifteenth century, the site is celebrated for its exceptional architecture, engineering, and cultural significance. Due to increasing tourist demand, a proposed measure involves the construction of an additional cable car system to improve access and accommodate a larger number of visitors. A Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment (CHIA) is essential to evaluate the potential effects of this proposal on the site's cultural and environmental values.
A Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment is a systematic process used to identify, assess, and manage the impacts of development projects on cultural heritage resources. The assessment considers how proposed activities may affect a site's authenticity, integrity, and Outstanding Universal Value while recommending measures to avoid or mitigate adverse impacts (ICOMOS, 2011).
The proposed cable car system could offer several advantages. Improved accessibility would allow more visitors, including elderly individuals and people with mobility limitations, to experience the site. The project could also stimulate economic growth by increasing tourism revenues and creating employment opportunities for local communities. Furthermore, a well-designed transportation system could reduce pressure on existing access routes and potentially lower environmental degradation along heavily used hiking trails (Leask & Fyall, 2006).
However, the project may also generate significant negative impacts. One major concern is the potential alteration of the cultural landscape surrounding Machu Picchu. The site's value is closely connected to its dramatic mountain setting and harmonious relationship with the natural environment. The construction of cable car stations, support towers, and associated infrastructure could disrupt scenic views and diminish the visual integrity of the heritage property (UNESCO, 2023).
Increased accessibility may also result in excessive visitor numbers. Over-tourism has already been identified as a significant challenge at Machu Picchu. A larger tourist population could accelerate the deterioration of archaeological structures through physical wear, soil erosion, and increased waste generation. The fragile terraces and pathways that characterize the site may experience additional stress, potentially threatening their long-term preservation. Moreover, the increased commercialisation associated with mass tourism could affect local traditions and alter the cultural atmosphere of the region (Su & Lin, 2014).
Within the CHIA framework, mitigation measures should be incorporated into project planning. Detailed archaeological and environmental studies should be undertaken before any construction begins. Infrastructure should be designed to blend with the surrounding landscape and minimise visual intrusion. Visitor management strategies, such as daily visitor caps, timed entry systems, and designated movement routes, can help reduce pressure on sensitive areas. Continuous monitoring and stakeholder engagement, including consultation with local communities, heritage experts, and conservation authorities, are also critical for ensuring sustainable heritage management.
In conclusion, while the proposed cable car system could improve accessibility and generate economic benefits, it also presents risks to the authenticity, integrity, and cultural landscape of Machu Picchu. A comprehensive Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment provides a valuable framework for balancing development objectives with the preservation of one of the world's most significant archaeological sites.
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