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Explain, in no more than 500 words, the cultural features of Europe with a
specific focus on:
e The economic characteristics across different regions

e The religious landscape of the continent

Ans:
Economic and Religious Aspects of Cultural Features of Europe

The cultural identity of Europe is largely predefined by its rich economic features and complex
religious background, both of which are highly regionalized and have their origins not only in
the historic events of the past centuries, but also in a rather large historical background.
Regional Economic Characteristics

Western Europe is the economic powerhouse in the continent which boasts of developed
industrial economies, high GDP per capita and robust service sector. Other post industrial
affluent societies include Germany, France and the Netherlands with advanced manufacturing
industries, finance services and technology. The fact that cultures are now focused on the
concept of work-life balance, a system of social welfare, and environmental sustainability
reveals that these are other aspects of prosperous societies who no longer are concerned solely
with the economical struggle to simply survive.

Northern and especially Scandinavian Europe have also presented some of the social
democratic economic models, where equality and high-tax drill combined with the inclusive

welfare states are observed. Such economic arrangement has led to cultural values of



egalitarian, trust in institutional arrangement and communal responsibility. Nations such as
Denmark, Sweden and Norway habitually topped the happiness and quality of life scales, a
testament to how financial well being could colour cultural beliefs about the health and well
being of community and the individual.

Southern Europe shows a more complex economic picture and economies of countries such as
Italy and Spain are a mixture of both old and new, of both agricultural economy with more
modern industrial economy. This area was affected especially by the 2008 financial crisis,
which produced tensions in the cultural clash between the old ways of life in the Mediterranean
and the demands of modernization of the economy. Employment or lack thereof by young
people and migration have become cultural things since they define the economy.

Since the end of the eighties (1989), Eastern Europe has experienced an enormous economic
transformation, moving form centrally planned economies to market economies. Nations such
as Poland, Czech Republic and the Baltic states have been growing fast, and the rest still
developing. This transition of economy has developed special cultural relationships between

traditional and capitalistic values and the joining of the EU.

Religious Landscape

The religious map of Europe is told both by the dominance of historical Christianity and the
current trend of secularization. The Western part of the European continent has grown more
secular, with fewer people attending churches and believing in religion, but still Christian
values impose their influence on culture, festivities and ethics. Other countries, such as France,
take quite a strict secular trend, whereas the others do have cultural Christianity but a weak
religious life.

The south of Europe is more traditionally catholic where nations such as Italy, Spain and
Portugal have a higher presence of religion on the everyday life, family and values.
Nonetheless, even these areas are experiencing a drop in the religious activity of the young.
Eastern Europe has complicated religions. Countries such as Romania, Bulgaria and Serbia
ascribe to Orthodox Christianity, which in many times is also part of national identity. Poland
is a country that is highly Catholic and the aspect of religion was an important determination
of fighting historical oppression. The post-communist religious revival is characterized by
diverse domination patterns with post-secular integration of past assumptions.

Protestant legacy also appears in Northern Europe, including Scandinavia and Germany, as
both are mostly secular. The state churches are there but in the role of cultural institutions as

opposed to religious authorities.



Modern Issues are the increase in the numbers of Muslims who immigrate hence causing
multicultural tensions and integration arguments. Also, the increased number of non-religious
people in Europe is a great cultural change as opposed to the once Christian state of the
continent.

This economic and religious trend results in the growth of unique regional cultures and
contributes to forming the identity of Europe as a diverse civilization interconnected despite

the diversity and setting the right balance between the tradition and modernity.



