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The term impact in Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) does not just mean the direct effect of a project, but the degree to which the project will alter the current or baseline status of a heritage site. Baseline condition is a state of the physical, visual, social, cultural, and environmental features of the site before the occurrence of any intervention (Jo et al., 2022). Thus, impact is calculated based on a comparison between pre- and post-development conditions.
This is relevant since the same project could have varied effects depending on the heritage site context. As an illustration, a new structure can make a minimal impact in a contemporary city, but can cause a drastic change to the surroundings, the authenticity (or integrity) of a historic location. The purpose of Heritage Impact Assessments is thus to consider the direct, indirect, cumulative, temporary, and permanent effects that change the heritage values instead of considering the project alone (Rogers, 2017). Any change can involve the physical structures, the visual relationships, cultural practices, and community use, as well as the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of a World Heritage property.
The concept of impact as alteration of conditions of the baseline allows heritage managers to comprehend possible risks, create mitigation strategies, and make rational choices. This will guarantee a balanced approach to development, conservation, and heritage significance protection for future generations.
[bookmark: _51cf0znwv81u][bookmark: _Toc232869567]2. High-Rise Development Near a World Heritage Site
The visual, social, and heritage impacts of having a high-rise building constructed close to a World Heritage Site can be immense. Visual impacts may include obstruction of important views and sightlines that contribute to a World Heritage Site's heritage significance. High-rise buildings can modify the historic skyline, overshadow the original landscape, and destroy the balance between the heritage building and the environment. Such changes will devalue the site to the visitors and make it less aesthetic (Liu et al., 2022). As a result, the visual intrusion can have an adverse impact on the authenticity, integrity, and Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of the site.
The local communities and visitors may be socially impacted. The character of the area might change with the rise of commercial activity, congestion, noise, and land use changes. Although the development has the potential to generate job opportunities and economic activity, it might also enhance a feeling of place among residents and the bonds to the heritage site. There is also a possibility that visitor experiences can be adversely influenced in case the historic atmosphere of the site is reduced.
The importance of heritage impacts cannot be overestimated since they can influence the authenticity, integrity, and Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of the property (Khalaf, 2021). The tall structure may interfere with the historic connection between the monuments and surrounding areas, destroy archaeological resources in the process of construction, or cause visual invasions that affect the heritage value of the site. To reduce this, a Heritage Impact Assessment ought to be carried out to assess the effects likely to be caused and the mitigation measures that need to be implemented before the development process goes on.
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