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In no more than 500 words each, explain and 2-4 references:

1- “Impact is not simply the result of a project, but a change in the baseline condition.”
· Discuss this statement.

2- A city plans to construct a high-rise building near a World Heritage Site.
· Discuss possible:
· Visual impacts
· Social impacts
· Heritage impacts




1. “Impact is not simply the result of a project, but a change in the baseline condition.” Discuss this statement.
In the context of impact assessment the word impact does not mean the visible product or outcome of a project only. A project can produce a new road, dam, shopping centre, high-rise building, airport or industrial plant. But these physical results are not the complete meaning of impact. Impact is the change caused by a project relative to the baseline condition. The baseline condition is the existing situation prior to the project start-up. It includes the current environmental, social, economic, cultural and heritage conditions of a location. 
This statement is important because until you know the original condition you cannot properly assess the project. For example, when a new road is built in a city, then the effect is not only a road being built. The real impact is determined by asking what has changed because of the road. Is traffic up or down? Has air pollution got better? Local businesses benefited? Has there been loss of land or access for residents? has the noise increased? Has the area changed in character? These questions reveal that impact is the difference between the situation before the project and after the project.
Therefore the Environmental Impact Assessment, Social Impact Assessment and Heritage Impact Assessment require baseline studies. They help decision makers understand what is, predict what might change, and decide whether the change is acceptable. Without baseline data it is difficult to prove that a project caused a certain effect. For example, if a river becomes polluted during the beginning of construction, water quality baseline data can help determine whether the project caused the pollution or the river was already polluted. 

The statement also shows that impacts can be positive or negative. A project can create jobs, improve transport, raise income or provide housing. It can also result in displacement, pollution, loss of biodiversity, traffic congestion, visual intrusion or damage to cultural heritage. Impact assessment must therefore examine both benefits and harms. 
This idea is particularly important in heritage contexts. A project may not physically damage a historic building, but it may alter the baseline condition by changing the setting, views, atmosphere, or cultural meaning of the place. For example, a tall modern building beside a historic monument can influence the experience of the monument by visitors, even if the monument itself is left untouched. 
“Impact,” then, should not be considered synonymous with the completed project but rather as a measurable change from the original condition. This allows for a more responsible, evidence-based planning process. “It helps authorities to avoid unnecessary damage, reduce negative effects, protect communities and make sure that development is sustainable.

2. A city plans to construct a high-rise building near a World Heritage Site. Discuss possible visual, social, and heritage impacts.
Constructing a high-rise building near a World Heritage Site can create many impacts. A World Heritage Site is protected because it has Outstanding Universal Value, meaning it is important not only to one country but to humanity as a whole. Therefore, any development near such a site must be carefully assessed before approval.
One major concern is the visual impact. A high-rise building may disturb the skyline, block important views, or dominate the historic landscape. Many heritage sites are valued not only for their buildings or monuments but also for their setting. For example, a fort, temple, cathedral, palace, or historic city may depend on its surrounding views, open spaces, and traditional skyline. If a modern tower is built nearby, it may reduce the visual importance of the heritage site. It may also create shadows, glare, night-time light pollution, and a feeling of visual intrusion. Even if the high-rise is outside the official boundary of the site, it may still damage important view corridors and weaken the character of the place.
There may also be social impacts. A large development can increase traffic, noise, dust, and pressure on local infrastructure. During construction, nearby residents, shopkeepers, visitors, and workers may face disruption. After construction, the high-rise may increase land values and rents, which can push out long-term residents or small businesses. The area may become more commercial and less connected to its traditional community life. This can lead to loss of local identity and social cohesion. If the project mainly benefits investors or tourists but harms local people, it may create social conflict.
The heritage impacts may be even more serious. Heritage is not limited to physical structures. It includes authenticity, integrity, setting, traditions, and cultural meaning. A high-rise building may affect the authenticity of the site by introducing a design, height, and scale that does not match the historic environment. It may also affect integrity by weakening the relationship between the heritage site and its surroundings. Construction activity may cause vibration, drainage problems, increased visitor pressure, or changes in traffic patterns that indirectly threaten fragile historic structures.
There is also the issue of cumulative impact. One high-rise may encourage more tall buildings in the future. Over time, the heritage area may lose its historic character. If the development seriously affects the Outstanding Universal Value of the World Heritage Site, UNESCO may raise concerns, and in extreme cases the site could be placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger.
For these reasons, the city should require a full Heritage Impact Assessment before making a decision. The assessment should consider alternative locations, reduced building height, design changes, buffer zones, protected view corridors, community consultation, and long-term monitoring. Development near World Heritage Sites is not always impossible, but it must be controlled so that modern growth does not destroy irreplaceable cultural heritage.
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