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In no more than 500 words each explain: 

1- What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?

2- Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?





















1. What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?
UNWTO recognizes four main types of membership: Full Members, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, and Observers. Each category serves a distinct purpose and contributes differently to global tourism governance.
Full Members
Full Members are sovereign states that are members of the United Nations and have formally acceded to the UNWTO Statutes. This is the highest level of membership and grants countries full participation rights in the organization’s decision-making processes. Full Members can vote in the General Assembly, propose agenda items, stand for election to UNWTO bodies, and influence global tourism policies. This category ensures that tourism development strategies are shaped at the intergovernmental level (UNWTO, 2019).
Associate Members
Associate Members are territories or regions that are not responsible for their external relations, such as autonomous regions or overseas territories. While they do not possess full sovereignty, they often have independent tourism administrations and distinct tourism markets. Associate Members can participate in UNWTO meetings and technical programs but do not have voting rights in the General Assembly. This category allows destinations with unique tourism needs to benefit from global tourism cooperation (Hall, 2011).
Affiliate Members
Affiliate Members include non-governmental stakeholders such as private tourism companies, destination management organizations, educational institutions, research bodies, and non-profit organizations. This category reflects the multi-stakeholder nature of tourism. Affiliate Members do not vote but actively contribute through knowledge exchange, innovation, research, and best-practice sharing. Their involvement strengthens collaboration between the public and private sectors and supports evidence-based tourism development (Bramwell & Lane, 2011).
Observers
Observer status is granted to international organizations, intergovernmental bodies, and other entities invited to attend UNWTO meetings without formal membership. Observers may participate in discussions but have no voting or decision-making authority. This status facilitates coordination between UNWTO and other global institutions, ensuring alignment with broader development agendas such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (UNWTO, 2021).

2. Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?
Qualification for Full Membership in UNWTO is clearly defined by the organization’s Statutes and reflects its status as a UN specialized agency.
Sovereign State Status
To qualify as a Full Member, an entity must be a sovereign state with recognized authority over its foreign relations. In practice, this generally means the country is a member of the United Nations or is eligible for UN membership. Sovereignty ensures that the member can independently commit to international agreements and global tourism obligations (UNWTO, 2019).
Formal Accession to UNWTO Statutes
Eligibility alone is not sufficient; a country must formally accede to the UNWTO Statutes. This involves submitting an instrument of accession and agreeing to comply with the organization’s rules, objectives, and financial obligations. Once accepted, the country becomes a Full Member with full rights and responsibilities within the organization.
Commitment to UNWTO Principles
Full Members are expected to uphold UNWTO’s core principles, including sustainable tourism development, ethical tourism practices, cultural preservation, and international cooperation. This includes alignment with frameworks such as the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism and support for tourism as a driver of inclusive economic growth (Fennell, 2006).
Financial Contributions and Participation
Full Members must pay mandatory membership contributions, calculated according to the UN assessment scale. They are also expected to actively participate in UNWTO activities, including General Assembly sessions, regional commissions, technical programs, and policy initiatives. Active participation ensures that members both benefit from and contribute to global tourism governance (Hall, 2011).
Rights and Responsibilities
Once qualified, Full Members gain voting rights, eligibility for election to UNWTO governing bodies, and the ability to influence global tourism policy. In return, they are responsible for implementing agreed resolutions and supporting UNWTO’s mission at the national and international levels.

Conclusion
UNWTO’s membership structure is designed to balance intergovernmental authority with inclusive stakeholder participation. Full Members—sovereign states—play a central role in shaping global tourism policy, while Associate and Affiliate Members ensure that regions, private sector actors, and knowledge institutions are actively involved. Full Membership requires sovereignty, formal accession, financial commitment, and adherence to UNWTO principles. Together, these membership categories enable UNWTO to function as a comprehensive and collaborative platform for advancing sustainable tourism worldwide.
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