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In no more than 500 words each explain: 

1- What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?

2- Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?













1. What are the different types of membership in the UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)?
Maintaining its intergovernmental character, the UNWTO has established a formal membership structure to guarantee inclusive participation in global tourism governance. There are three primary membership tiers acknowledged by the group: Full, Associate, and Affiliate.

Sovereign states that are members of the UN or one of its specialized agencies are considered Full Members. The UNWTO's principal decision-making body is this group. The approval of policies, budgets, and strategic tourism projects is the responsibility of Full Members, who also have voting rights in the General Assembly. Their involvement shapes international collaboration in tourist development, environmental frameworks, and ethical standards (United Nations, 2019).

Associate Members are areas or territories that oversee tourism but do not have complete diplomatic autonomy. Members have the opportunity to attend meetings, take part in technical programs, and gain access to UNWTO research and development projects. But they can't cast a ballot in the state legislature. Such territories are entitled to participate in international tourism dialogues as Associate Members, so long as they adhere to international legal frameworks (UNWTO, 2021).

Businesses in the tourism industry, DMOs, universities, research groups, and trade groups are all examples of non-governmental actors that can be considered Affiliate Members. Affiliate Members provide knowledge, new ideas, and practical research but do not participate in official government. Governments and the tourist sector work together more effectively with their involvement, which helps policies be implemented effectively (Page, 2019).

2. Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?

Only independent nations that fulfill certain internationally accepted standards are eligible to become full members of the UNWTO. In order to be eligible, a nation must either be a full or associate member of the UN. According to the United Nations (2019), this stipulation guarantees that UNWTO membership is in line with recognized systems of global governance.

The state must first formally apply for entry, and then the UNWTO General Assembly must approve. After being recognized, the country promises to follow the UNWTO Statutes, which stress the importance of international cooperation, ethical tourist practices, and sustainable tourism development. In order to ensure that national tourist strategies are in line with global development goals, member states must adhere to these principles (UNWTO, 2021).

By virtue of their voting power at the General Assembly, Full Members are able to set the organization's long-term strategic priorities, approve the budget, and impact international tourism policy. In addition, they must pay a yearly fee that goes toward supporting UNWTO initiatives including capacity-building, technical assistance, and research. As a per Page (2019), Full Members are granted access to tourist intelligence, policy guidance, and worldwide best practices. These resources are designed to assist with the development of sustainable and competitive tourism.
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