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PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF SUSTAINABLE TOURISM SPACES


ASSIGNMENT 2



1. Applying the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to a Tourism Destination: Costa Rica
Costa Rica is an ideal sustainable tourism example in as far as it can meet some of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (Green Business Benchmark, 2022).
Relevant SDGs
· SDG 13: Climate Action: Costa Rica intends to go carbon neutral by the year 2050, and eco-tourism will be crucial towards this goal. The Corporate Social Responsibility of the tourism industry such as a sustainable accommodation and the carbon offset program assists in minimizing the carbon footprint of the tourism industry.
· SDG 14: Life Below Water: Costa Rica encourages conservation of the oceans via sustainable tours such as responsive whale watching and conservation of reefs.
· SDG 15: Life on Land: The state has a great national park system that preserves the biodiversity. By providing a source of income to these conservation zones, tourism helps in conservation.
· SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth: Costa Rica aims to make sure that tourism gives back to the communities by practicing fair labor and sustainable business strategies, bringing economic benefits and protecting the natural and cultural resources.
Aligning Strategies
Further ways through which Costa Rica can make its strategies to conform to the SDGs include developing more eco-tourism projects, enhancing community participation and endorsing carbon-neutral tourism initiatives. Locals must continue to take center stage in the development of tourism with economic gains shared to a large population.
2. Sustainable Tourism and Local Heritage Protection
By concentrating on authenticity, community engagement and education, sustainable tourism will be able to conserve the local heritage without cultural commodification (Daniel, 2023).
Preserving Authenticity
authentic cultural experiences should be observed and represented in tourism. Tourism in Bhutan is strictly managed in such a way that it does not excessively interfere with the local customs and traditions and the visiting tourists can experience the culture in its original state.
Community Involvement
The presentation of the culture of local communities should include the central role of the local communities to avoid exploitation or commercialization of the culture. In New Zealand, indigenous tourism models enable local people to present their heritage in a way that is relevant to their values and enable the tourists to experience the culture directly whilst preserving its identity.
Education
It is important to educate the tourists about the importance of the local heritage. When this knowledge is passed about the historical, spiritual and cultural significance of the traditions, the tourists will value them more, rather than turning them into commodities to be consumed. This strategy will ensure that tourism resources sustain local people as well as preserve the cultural behaviours (Dadizadeh and Doğan, 2024).
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