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Introduction 

The planning of cultural heritage has a significant impact on the preservation and sustainability 

of the historical or culturally important sites. The plan creates an organized strategy that 

facilitates the process of conservation, tourism development, and stakeholder engagement. The 

following analysis focuses on the IMP of Petra World Heritage Site. Petra is one of the most 

important archaeology sites and has been managed using a participative approach aimed at 

solving conservation issues as well as socio-economic constraints.  

Vision Statement 

In regard to the Petra Integrated Management Plan, the vision of this program is centered on 

the sustainability of this World Heritage Site. The vision is geared towards ensuring that this 

World Heritage Site can be protected both for current and future generations to come. 

 

The vision also places emphasis on a balance between conservation and development. This 

vision involves protecting the heritage and nature of this World Heritage Site while also 

making sure that it is being sustainably developed for tourism purposes. Moreover, the vision 

stresses cooperation amongst all parties involved in this plan, which include the government 

authorities, local residents, and other external parties. 

 

What is most important is that the vision is powerful since it transcends the conventional 

methods of conservation and takes an inclusive approach. The realization of this vision could 

be difficult since there would be competing demands for the development of tourism and the 

conservation of heritage. This could potentially result in over-tourism. 

Objectives 

The Integrated Management Plan of Petra sets out certain objectives that will guide its 

implementation. 

 

Firstly, one of the key aims is that of conservation and protection of the site. There are several 

threats facing Petra, including erosion, destruction, and environmental degradation. The plan 

intends to ensure that there are adequate conservation measures for addressing these problems. 

 

 



The second aim of the plan entails involving stakeholders. One of the main aims of the plan is 

to ensure the involvement of all relevant stakeholders during the decision-making process. The 

involvement of stakeholders will enable more effective management practices. The inclusion 

of stakeholders in the process allows for better consensus among other advantages. 

 

An additional objective is the sustainable management of tourism at the site. Petra is a popular 

tourist attraction, and tourism is critical to the area’s economic wellbeing. But unchecked 

tourism may pose a threat to the site. Thus, this objective will seek to manage visitor traffic 

and improve their experience. 

 

There is also an objective geared toward improving governance and coordination. 

Management of Petra involves several institutions, leading to potential conflicts and 

inefficient coordination. This objective seeks to develop a management framework for better 

governance. 

A critical analysis of these goals reveals that they cover all bases and touch upon both 

conservation and development requirements. Implementation, however, could become 

problematic due to certain factors, including limited resources, unstable political 

environment, and conflicting interests of stakeholders. 

Value Statement 

The value statement in this case is based on the idea of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV). 

Petra is known for its cultural, historical, and architectural uniqueness and significance to 

humanity as well as Jordanian nation. 

Culturally, Petra provides a great example of ancient Nabatean civilization's achievements, 

including advanced engineering, architectural, and urban planning skills. The construction 

techniques used at Petra also speak volumes about human ingenuity and creativity. 

Socially, Petra has immense value to local people since it is part of their culture, history, and 

traditions. This is the reason why community participation is crucial for the proper 

management of Petra. 

Finally, economically, Petra plays a very important role by providing significant revenue 

through tourism. It is, therefore, necessary to strike a balance between economic gains and 

the need to conserve Petra. 



Environmentally speaking, Petra represents an area where a delicate ecosystem needs to be 

managed properly. Weathering and climate changes are natural phenomena which pose a 

threat to Petra. Environmental sustainability is seen as essential under the plan in order to 

ensure the preservation of the site. 

Importantly, the plan presents a sound value statement as it encompasses all major types of 

value associated with Petra. Cultural, social, economic, and environmental value have been 

considered. At the same time, finding a balance between these values might be challenging 

sometimes, as increased tourism and economic activities might be contrary to the idea of 

preserving Petra. 

Conclusion 

To conclude, the Petra Integrated Management Plan is an exemplary plan aimed at addressing 

the problem of managing Petra World Heritage Site. Vision, objectives, and value statements 

of the plan are relevant to today's challenges associated with preserving Petra. Specifically, 

sustainability and cooperation are emphasized. 

Despite being effective overall, the successful implementation of the plan will require 

overcoming some potential challenges, such as the lack of funding. Nevertheless, Petra 

represents a strong example of heritage management today. 
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