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Tourism is a term considered to be one of the largest industries, which has evolved significantly over time. Tourism is comprehensively shaped by considering economic development and the impacts of technological progress. In the early ancient times, travelling was considered to be an act of the resulting trade, exploration and the fact of obtaining religious pilgrimages. Tourism gained its potential foundation in the Renaissance by considering grand tours (Mustafa, 2021). The overall report will schematically determine the historical background and the step-by-step evolution of tourism. The socio-economic impacts on tourism will be examined. The severe effect of the pandemic on tourism will also be discussed along with the identification of possible future tourism. The report will help in evaluating all these historical incidents and approaches of people in terms of travelling. The present and upcoming trends of tourism will also be determined in this report.
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Ancient tourism
The early travellers were mostly diplomats and merchants, who used to look for wealth and knowledge. Considering the Mesopotamian and Egyptian travel, the Sumerians were focused on travelling for trade. The Egyptians were focused on building temples and tombs alongside the river Nile (Mustafa, 2021). On the contrary, Greeks were focused on introducing leisure tourism, as they used to travel to the Olympic Games and several healing centres. They were more focused on making travel more systematic, as they made extensive road networks.
Medieval tourism
The medieval period is the timeline from the 5th to the 15th century and travelling was limited to this timeline. During this time, the concept of leisure travel was erased (Frost & Frost, 2021). This is because of the political instability and poor infrastructure, which significantly impacted tourism. In this particular time, several religious sites were discovered. Such as Mecca, Santiago de Compostela and many other religious destinations attracted thousands of people across the world. In Europe, the most visited religious cities were Rome and Canterbury.
Renaissance and grand tour
This period started in the 15th century and ended in the 17th century. In this particular time, travel and tourism got new interests in art, travel, and culture. The majority of the people started to praise fine arts and sculptures and destinations full of cultural heritage (Wilde, 2018). Most of the people travelled to gather necessary information for their education, such as travelling to cities like Paris, Venice, as well as Rome. The people during this time were focused on documenting the historical travel destinations across the globe. This phase of travelling can be defined as the approach to discovering historical and architectural destinations across the world.
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Figure 1: Key events in Renaissance history
(Source: Wilde, 2018)
Industrial revolution and the rise of modern tourism
The transformation in tourism first came in the early 19th century. The fastest and the most affordable travel was the mode of railway travel. This is because of the expansion of railways in different countries like Britain, Europe, and other countries. The concept was launched during that period when the use of steamships revolutionised and opened the scope of international travelling (Fullana et al., 2021). For example, Thomas Cook is a company that focused on offering affordable packages to the people and also started offering organised tour plans. Several coastal areas were developed and these areas became popular among the people for their relaxation.
20th-century mass tourism
In the 20th century, tourism has experienced a significant growth. The global economy has experienced growth and a better infrastructure ensured tourism growth in the international market (Scott, 2021). In the mid-20th century, there were several airlines that started to offer affordable travelling. For example, British Airways made it easier for people to travel internationally within a budgetary cost. After 1950, the world has seen significant growth such as discovering destinations such as Las Vegas, and Mediterranean resorts in Europe.
21st-century tourism
The digital age came within tourism and in this time, several considerations have been implemented. People started to use technologies in terms of booking and purchasing exclusive packages from tourism companies (Remoaldo et al., 2024). The people started to have more assistance as the tourism companies used mobile applications and websites to provide services. At this time, the majority of the companies are focused on promoting eco-friendly tourism and having a target of the net zero emissions.
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Socio-economic impacts of tourism
Tourism has been able to contribute towards the enhancement of the economy. Considering all the growth, there are some significant challenges. The concept of tourism also contributed highly to the economy of a country (Thommandru et al., 2023). For example, Dubai and Maldives are some of the destinations, which completely rely on the revenue that comes from tourism. Along with this significance, there is a negative approach as well. Mass tourism sometimes creates chaotic situations and it may lead to the loss of cultural authenticity in the destinations.
Environmental and ethical concerns
Considering environmental and ethical concerns, overcrowded tourist destinations may lead towards a shortage of local resources and may result in pollution. Air travel companies are more focused on limiting carbon gas emissions to maintain their sustainability in the market (Dias et al., 2021). Ethical tourism campaigns may be disrupted due to the issues of wildlife exploitation and local community exploitation. It is currently the goal for every travel organisation to maintain its sustainability by considering all the environmental measures to meet net zero emissions soon.
Impact of covid-19 on tourism
This is the severe impact of the pandemic on global tourism. All the services have been disrupted due to the impact of COVID-19. Several economic downturns have been faced by different countries and as a result of this, several travel restrictions have been imposed by the countries (Škare, Soriano & Porada-Rochoń, 2021). All the travel companies have faced a huge loss at this time. After this period, the companies started to adopt different health protocols and started initiating contactless services. In the time of the COVID-19 pandemic, many travel companies started to launch virtual travelling options so that they could maintain their sustainability in those difficult situations.
Future of tourism
The future of tourism aligns with the use of technologies in businesses. Many organisations must introduce chatbots and AI to provide required assistance to people. Majority of the tourism companies must stop using plastic materials and must use materials that can be easily decomposed. Eco-friendly travelling is one of the best approaches that will be the primary measures of tourism companies to secure their future sustainability (Scott, 2021). An introduction to space travel will be exciting for people. For example, Blue Origin is a company that started offering this service to the people. This significant approach will not only strengthen the landscape of tourism but also will open a wide range of exploration for a broader context.
[bookmark: _Toc189573214]Conclusion
The report has determined the historical development by considering the tourism business landscape. A schematic structural development has been discussed in this report to evaluate the historical landscape of tourism. All relevant examples have been provided to support the comprehensive historical development of tourism. Along with determining those areas, the new trends and cultures related to tourism have also been examined. This ensured the findings of the step-by-step growth of tourism over the years. The report has also determined some potential challenges so that the possible ways of mitigation can be derived. The impacts of the pandemic have also been discussed, as this pandemic disrupted the overall revenues of the tourism industry due to regional restrictions. Along with deriving all the components, the possible goal for the future of tourism has also been provided to understand the next possible moves of the companies to maintain their sustainability and contributions towards maintaining environmental standards.
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