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Reichstag building in Berlin is the most iconic and history-related structure in Germany. It was built first in the years 1884 to 1894 to host the Imperial Diet of the German Empire, but since then it has been the scene of numerous historical occurrences in German history. International attention was reached by the building in the period of the Weimar Republic and then, after the World War II, the building turned into a symbol of division and reunification. After the reunification of Germany in 1990, Reichstag became the seat of the Bundestag, the federal parliament of Germany, and has become a primary symbol of German democracy today.
[bookmark: _Toc214377816]Values/Significance of the Reichstag
The significance of the Reichstag is multifaceted. It is architecturally represented as a late-19th-century neo-Renaissance and is famously known to have a grand dome which was developed by architect Sir Norman Foster during a 1990s redesign. It is also of deep historical background as the building witnessed some of the most important historical events like the burning of the Reichstag building in 1933 leading to the rise to power of Adolf Hitler (Foster, 2000). The place of the building in the political history of Germany, in particular, its usage as the residence of the Bundestag since 1999, demonstrates its further significance as a representation of the democratic government.
Moreover, Reichstag is a reminder of Germany, its strength, and unification. The Reichstag was in poor condition after being severely ruined during the World War II. Only after reunification, the choice to return it to its previous glory was made, making it a strong imagery of political stability and devotion to democracy of Germany (Eva, 2024). The Reichstag is no longer just a functional legislative facility, but also serves as a point of interaction with the population, and a glass dome allows visitors to peep directly into the house of the Bundestag, which strengthens the openness of the democratic process.
[bookmark: _Toc214377817]Threats to the Reichstag
While the Reichstag building is delicately maintained and preserved, a number of challenges are associated with it. The most significant risk is the constant pressure of modernization and changing demands of the German parliament. The heavy foot traffic and continuous interest by people also threaten to place a strain on the structure of the building. Being a location where millions of people come yearly, issues of wear and tear are also of concern, especially to the more sensitive aspects of its structures as well as its history. Climate change is another long-term threat to the preservation of the building because of changing temperatures and the possibility of extreme weather conditions.
Moreover, the site of the building in the center of Berlin, where there is a fast urbanization, predisposes the risk of displacement of the heritage buildings around it and the disappearance of historical context (Foster, 2000). These hazards dictate a fine balance between preserving the historicity of the Reichstag and the requirements of the modern government and access to the building by the people on the other hand.
[bookmark: _Toc214377818]Proposed Adaptive Re-use
Reichstag has already experienced much adaptive re-use in the course of its history. After being destroyed during the World War II, then being restored, the building was modernized to house the Bundestag of Germany (Yearwood, 2024). One of the most notable adaptive re-uses, with the glass dome by Norman Foster, combines the current architectural design and keeps the historical exterior of the building. The transparency of the dome represents the transparency of the government, and encourages the citizens to witness the political process. Such a contemporary intervention has enabled Reichstag to serve both practical and symbolic purposes in modern Germany.
More adaptive re-use of Reichstag may involve increased educational use. It may become more of a dynamic center of civic engagement, where one can experience hands-on exhibits and programming devoted to the history of the German democratic process and the significance of parliamentary democracy. This may include designing online platforms or enhanced reality experiences where visitors experience the history of the building and can relate more with its meaning.
[bookmark: _Toc214377819]How the Re-use Maintains Its Values
Adaptive re-use of Reichstag has never attempted to destroy its historical values. The restoration and re-use of the Reichstag building has also provided that its historical value does not get lost and also the modern requirements of the modern society by keeping the original facade of the building and incorporating the modern facilities such as the glass dome. The effect of the conservation of the exterior of the Reichstag, as well as the addition of modern elements, maintains the architectural legacy intact, and the addition of the dome enables the implementation of the new inclusive interpretation of the space. 
The pledge to maintain the values of Reichstag and adjust to the contemporary demands denotes the general tendencies in Germany to retain the cultural heritage and at the same time be innovative. Such balancing act makes sure that the building will not be obsolete as a political house and a public representative of democracy.
[bookmark: _Toc214377820]Benefits to the Local Community
The adaptive re-use of the Reichstag has many positive impacts on the community and the country in general. First, as a tourist destination, it is one of the significant tourist destinations, since it hosts millions of visitors every year in Berlin. This not only positively affects the local economy but also makes Germans feel proud and belonging to the nation. The civic education is achieved through the educational programs and the public access to the Bundestag chamber that the building offers, as the citizens are able to relate to the democratic processes in a meaningful manner that is direct at the same time.
Also, the fact that the Reichstag is the seat of the Bundestag makes it continue playing a role in political discussion, which contributes to the importance of democratic involvement in the future generations. It is also situated in the center of Berlin, which also contributes to the historical nature of the city but also, incorporates the contemporary demands of the people.
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The Reichstag building is a testimonial of the German resilience, democracy and preservation of the past. Adaptive re-use has seen the Reichstag used as a political institution, as well as a symbol of the people, and has also become an energetic learning experience to both the locals and visitors of the city.  
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