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In no more than 500 words, each explain and 2-4 references:



1- What are subsidiary bodies in international tourism governance? Explain their general role within UNWTO.

Specialised entities established according to the mandate of a leading international organisation thus operate as subsidiary bodies within the international tourism governance domain, thus advancing overriding functions as well as increasing operational effectiveness. In the specific context of the United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO), these subsidiary bodies play a central role which is helping the organisation to realise its mission to promote responsible, sustainable and universally accessible tourism practises.

The UNWTO is placed at the peak of the international organisations which give policy directions as well as coordination of tourism at the international level. To compete with multifarious and complicated nature of international tourism, the UNWTO devolves its work to subsidiary bodies, which focus their efforts on various thematic, region or functional specialties. They are managed by the overall strategic guidance offered by the UNWTO General Assembly and the Executive Council and they provide technical advice and support assistance as well as specialised knowledge (OECD, 2022).

One of the salient category of subsidiary bodies of UNWTO includes regional commissions. These commissions are a range of geographical areas like Africa, the Americas, East Asia and the Pacific, Europe, Middle East, and South Asia. They are primarily meant to ensure that the regional interests, issue and views are sufficiently captured in the global agenda of the UNWTO. Under this role, the regional commissions facilitate the cooperation amongst member states, advance the efforts directed at the regional tourism development, and provide a platform where regional-specific issues can be discussed.

Other subsidiary bodies are of importance such as technical committees and working groups. Such organisations deal with the areas of specialisation like tourism statistics, sustainability, ethics, education and digital transformation (Prasada et al., 2023). They are mandated to be concerned with how research is conducted, how guidelines are formed, and policy recommendations are proposed that can assist in evidence-based decision-making. As an example, tourism-related committees will standardise data-collection methodologies, making it possible to compare data more accurately and make policies using these comparisons across national borders.

Another organisation subdivided by UNWTO is the various programme specific and advisory bodies - such as tourist competitiveness committees, market intelligence and crisis management. These are bodies, which offer strategic advice and practical recommendations to new issues, including global crises, technological development and environmental demands. They, therefore, improve the ability of UNWTO to be able to react well to international tourism trends and disruptions.

Overall, the entire role of subsidiary bodies to the UNWTO is to strengthen the governance by promoting better coordination, inclusiveness and technical competencies. They operate as channels of linkages between the national or regional execution of global policy goals. Subsidiary bodies are enhancements of the UNWTO through continuous consultation, critical analysis and partners in its pursuit to achieve its goals of sustainable tourism development, capacity building and international cooperation therefore making contributions decisive in establishing the articulation of responsive international tourism governance.

2- What is the Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980)? Why is it considered a milestone in tourism policy?
The Manila Declaration on World Tourism, which was adopted in 1980, can be described as a purely pivotal policy tool in the path of global tourism. Having been adopted at the World Tourism Conference in Manila, Philippines, and convened under the auspices of the World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO), the Declaration marked a critical change of paradigm in the conceptualisation and governance of tourism, beyond the close to economic driven paradigm, into a wider, human-focused and development-based paradigm. In the Declaration, the tourism was described as the activity that is vital to the existence of nations in the three aspects: sociocultural, educational and economic (Córdoba Azcárate, 2024). Tourism was recognised as the first key aspect of human life at the international policy level, as the one that is strictly related to the quality of life, intercultural understanding, and maintaining peace. As a result, tourism has been brought up to some level beyond it being a recreational or a trading event into a socially relevant international event. The right to tourism is also articulated by the Manila Declaration, which is a unique contribution of this document. It was stipulated in the text that access to tourism was a fundamental human right of everybody based on the universal right of rest, leisure and the right to move freely. This principle led governments to promote social tourism and break any form of barrier which may hinder the involvement of the vulnerable groups like low-income communities or those with disabilities. The Declaration also complicated the importance of tourism in economic development especially among the developing countries. It made a postulation of tourism as a good tool in lessening economic inequalities, creation of employment opportunities, foreign exchange accrual and regional development. However, it emphasised the fact that the development of tourism should be viable in planning and management to make sure that the economic gains are shared equally across the host communities (Srisawat et al., 2023). The other aspect of the Declaration that is salient is the strong focus it has on preservation of culture and protection of the environment. The text warns against unchecked development of tourism and it was aware of the possible negative effects of tourism on cultural heritage and the natural resources. It guided governments, tourism operators and tourists towards responsibilities and appreciating host cultures and environments thus establishing a foundation to other concepts later to be developed as sustainable and responsible tourist development. Thus, it is considered that the Manila Declaration is a breakthrough in the field of tourism policy that offers the global tourism policy with a multifaceted and ethically based approach to tourism governance. It has influenced other post instruments of international tourism such as Global Code of Ethics in Tourism (1999) in that it has instilled the behaviour tenets of sustainability, social responsibility and human rights as part of tourism planning. Going by the whole picture, the Declaration has redefined tourism as a powerful development support, and business of cultural exchange and global collaboration in the international tourism policy.
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