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In no more than 500 words, each explain and 2-4 references:

1. What are subsidiary bodies in international tourism governance? Explain their general role within UNWTO.

Subsidiary bodies are organizational entities established within international institutions to manage specialized functions and provide expert support to central decision-making bodies. In international tourism governance, these bodies play a crucial role in coordinating policy, facilitating cooperation, and ensuring effective implementation across diverse regions. Within the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), subsidiary bodies enable structured and participatory governance.

UNWTO subsidiary bodies consist of regional commissions, advisory committees, and technical working groups. Each body operates with a specific mandate, addressing issues such as tourism competitiveness, sustainability, innovation, ethics, and statistical measurement. This structure allows UNWTO to respond to complex global tourism challenges through focused expertise and continuous policy engagement.

A key function of subsidiary bodies is strategic advisory support. They provide analytical insights, draft policy guidelines, and recommend actions based on global tourism trends and regional needs. Their contributions ensure that tourism governance remains adaptive and aligned with international development goals.

Subsidiary bodies also serve an important coordination and consultation role. Through regular meetings and collaborative platforms, they facilitate dialogue among member states, promote policy harmonization, and encourage the exchange of best practices. This helps reduce fragmentation in tourism governance and strengthens collective action.

Another critical role is implementation assistance and oversight. Subsidiary bodies help translate international tourism frameworks into national policies by offering technical support, capacity-building initiatives, and performance monitoring. This function is particularly important for developing countries with limited institutional capacity.

In essence, subsidiary bodies function as operational extensions of UNWTO, enhancing governance efficiency, inclusivity, and accountability in the global tourism system.

2. What is the Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980)? Why is it considered a milestone in tourism policy?

The Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980) represents one of the earliest comprehensive attempts to establish guiding principles for international tourism development. Adopted at the World Tourism Conference in Manila, the Declaration framed tourism as a multidimensional activity with economic, social, cultural, and ethical implications.
The Declaration highlighted tourism’s role in stimulating economic growth, generating employment, and fostering regional development. Importantly, it emphasized that tourism development should respect the cultural identity and social values of host communities while ensuring equitable distribution of benefits.
The Manila Declaration is considered a milestone because it introduced an ethical and normative foundation for tourism policy. By recognizing tourism as a basic social activity linked to human rights, it shifted global perspectives on tourism governance and legitimized state involvement in tourism planning.
Additionally, the Declaration laid the groundwork for responsible tourism management, advocating environmental conservation and balanced growth. These principles later influenced international tourism ethics and sustainability frameworks.
The Declaration also reinforced the idea of tourism as a tool for peace and international understanding, encouraging cooperation between nations and cultures.
Overall, the Manila Declaration remains a cornerstone document that continues to shape international tourism policy and governance.
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