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Membership of the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)
The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is the specialized agency of the United Nations responsible for promoting responsible, sustainable, and universally accessible tourism. To ensure inclusive global participation, the UNWTO offers three main types of membership, allowing governments, territories, and tourism stakeholders to contribute to tourism development and management.
Types of Membership in UNWTO
1. Full Membership
Full Members are sovereign states (countries) that have full rights and responsibilities within the UNWTO. This is the most important category of membership, as Full Members actively participate in decision-making processes. They have the right to vote in the General Assembly, propose agenda items, and influence global tourism policies. 
2. Associate Membership
Associate Members are territories or regions that are not fully responsible for their external relations, such as autonomous regions, overseas territories, or self-governing areas under another country. Although they do not enjoy full voting rights, Associate Members participate in UNWTO meetings, programs, and technical initiatives. This category allows destinations with unique tourism products and challenges to engage in global tourism planning, research, and capacity building while gaining international exposure and support.
3. Affiliate Membership
Affiliate Members consist of non-governmental organizations involved in tourism, including private-sector companies, tourism associations, educational institutions, research centers, and destination management organizations. Affiliate Members do not vote in official assemblies but contribute expertise, innovation, and industry knowledge. Their involvement strengthens cooperation between governments and the private sector, supporting effective tourism management, marketing, education, and sustainable development practices.

Qualification for Full Membership in UNWTO
A Full Member of the UNWTO must meet specific criteria based on international recognition and administrative capacity.
Who Qualifies as a Full Member?
First, a country must be a sovereign and independent state recognized in international relations. Only national governments can qualify for Full Membership, as the UNWTO works primarily with governments responsible for tourism policy and international cooperation.
Second, the country must have authority over its tourism administration and policy-making. This means the national government should be able to design, implement, and manage tourism strategies, regulations, and development programs in line with UNWTO objectives.
Third, the country must accept and ratify the UNWTO Statutes. These statutes outline the organization’s aims, governance structure, and principles, including the promotion of sustainable tourism, ethical tourism practices, and international cooperation.
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From a tourism management perspective, Full Members play a vital role in:
· Developing global tourism policies and standards
· Promoting sustainable and responsible tourism practices
· Improving tourism statistics and research
· Participating in crisis management and tourism recovery
· Strengthening destination competitiveness and capacity building
Full Membership enables countries to influence global tourism governance while improving national tourism planning and international cooperation.
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