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In no more than 500 words each explain: 

1- What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?

2- Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?





























1. What are the different types of membership in the UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)?

The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) has established a systematic membership framework to facilitate involvement by countries, regions, and tourism stakeholders while preserving intergovernmental oversight. The organization acknowledges three primary categories of membership: Full Members, Associate Members, and Affiliate Members.

Full Members are sovereign states that belong to the United Nations or its specialized entities. They constitute the principal decision-making entity within UNWTO and has complete voting rights in the General Assembly. Full Members exert influence over international tourist policy, endorse strategic goals, and advocate for projects pertaining to sustainable development, ethics, and tourism governance (UNWTO, 2023).

Associate Members are non-sovereign regions tasked with tourism management, however they do not engage in independent foreign relations. These members may engage in meetings, technical programs, and research efforts, but lack voting privileges. Associate Membership enables territories to engage in international tourism collaboration while adhering to international legal standards (UNWTO, 2022).

Affiliate Members are non-governmental entities including tourist enterprises, destination organizations, universities, research institutions, and tourism associations. Despite their lack of involvement in official decision-making, Affiliate Members enhance public-private collaboration in tourism development through their sector experience, innovation, and research (Hall, 2019).

2. Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?

Full membership in the UNWTO is restricted to sovereign states that fulfill designated international and institutional criteria. To qualify, a nation must be an acknowledged member of the United Nations or one of its specialized agencies. This stipulation guarantees conformity with global governance and legal standards (UNWTO, 2023).

The accession procedure necessitates a formal application presented by the state, thereafter requiring approval from the UNWTO General Assembly. Upon acceptance, the nation consents to adhere to UNWTO laws, encompassing obligations to sustainable tourism development, ethical practices, and international collaboration (UNWTO, 2022).

Full Members possess voting rights in the General Assembly, enabling them to impact global tourism policy, sanction budgets, and formulate long-term goals. They must also remit annual membership fees that fund UNWTO research, technical assistance, and development initiatives. In exchange, Full Members receive access to tourist statistics, policy assistance, and capacity-building programs that enhance sustainable and competitive tourism sectors (Hall, 2019).
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