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3. Abstract 
 

This job is about how international treaties and national tourism laws work together to keep 
people from moving from one country to another.  It looks at how these frameworks work 
together to handle problems and opportunities in global tourism, with a focus on what the 
UNWTO does.   The study looks at the rules that govern international tourism and how well they 
work to encourage safe, sustainable, and inclusive travel by looking at relevant articles and real-
world case studies and their effects.     
 

4.  Begin   
 

Tourism is one of the fastest-growing parts of the world economy.  People get along better in 
other countries, cultures mix, and the economy grows.  The rules for travelling between 
countries are hard to understand because they are based on treaties and state laws.  There are 
a lot of rules that need to work together so that millions of tourists can travel safely, fairly, and 
easily every year.  The UNWTO, or United Nations World Tourist Organization, is a big part of 
this.  It helps countries get along and sets rules for people who travel to other countries.  This 
study examines the interplay between international treaties and national laws in preventing the 
unauthorised crossing of borders by tourists.  It also says that the UNWTO has been helpful in 
this.   



 

5.   A Look at the Books   
 

5.1 Advice for Travelling the World 
 

Governments make a lot of treaties and agreements to keep tourism in check. The Chicago 
Convention (1944), the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), and the International 
Health Regulations (IHR) are all good examples of this. These rules help the law make it easier 
for people to travel to other countries, make sure the rules are the same, and keep travellers 
safe and protect their rights. 
 

5.2 All countries must follow these rules about tourism. 
 

When people go to a new country, they have to follow the rules. These rules cover things like 
getting a visa, keeping people safe and healthy, protecting the environment, protecting 
consumers, and keeping culture alive. Countries often change how they treat tourists based on 
the deals they make with each other. These rules also show what the country cares about and 
how it has acted before. 
 

5.3 What the UNWTO does   
 

The UNWTO is the most important group in the world that works to make travel safe, 
responsible, and open to everyone.  It tells member countries what to do, helps policies become 
more consistent, and encourages tourism as a way to boost the economy, support development 
that benefits everyone, and protect the environment.  The group also gives businesses, 
governments, and civil society a place to talk to each other and work together.   
 

5.4 Problems with getting different legal systems to work together   
 

Even when countries agree on things, it's still hard to get their tourism rules to work 
together.  Some of these are the differences in the laws, how well people follow them, and the 
fact that different groups have different goals.  Visa rules, border security, tariffs, and health 
rules can make it hard for people to get around.   
 

5.5 Examples and Case Studies from All Over the World 5.5 Examples and Case Studies from 
All Over the World       
 

There are different rules for people who want to go to the African Union, the European Union, 
and ASEAN.      For instance, the Schengen Agreement in the EU has made it easier for people 
to travel around Europe by getting rid of border checks between member states.      On the 



other hand, some places have more problems because their governments aren't stable, they 
don't have enough resources, or their governments want different things.       
 

5.6 Travel and the world rules       
 

When you read the rules about tourism, you should know which international treaties are 
binding and which ones aren't.      There are two types of legally binding agreements: treaties 
and conventions.    The states that sign them are in charge of them.      Declarations, 
resolutions, and codes of conduct are all examples of "soft law" or "non-binding instruments." 
They may not be legally binding, but they can still have a big impact on how things are done and 
what rules are made.      The UNWTO's Global Code of Ethics for Tourism has helped a lot of 
countries decide what to do.      This is a great example of "soft law."       
 

The 1972 UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the World's Cultural and Natural Heritage 
is another important tool.      This agreement says that people all over the world should find, 
protect, and keep safe places that are important to their culture and the environment.      This 
has a direct effect on national laws and tourism programs that use historical sites.      The 
treaty's rules make it hard for governments to strike the right balance between bringing in 
tourists and protecting the environment.       
 

5.7 The Law on National Sovereignty and Tourism       
 

There are a lot of treaties between countries, but national sovereignty is still a big part of how 
tourism works.      States still have the power to choose who can live on their land, make sure 
that health and safety laws are followed, and look out for their own interests.      Different rules 
apply to tourists in each country, which shows that the countries are not 
connected.      Countries that rely on tourism usually have fewer strict rules. Countries that care 
about safety or the environment, on the other hand, tend to have stricter laws.       
 

The Schengen Agreement is one way that Europe works together.      But many other countries 
still have very strict rules about getting visas and crossing borders.      There are many ways to 
keep international agreements, even in the same area. This is due to the differences in political 
will, legal systems, and law enforcement capabilities.       
 

5.8 The Law of Travel and People's Rights       
 

International human rights law and tourism law are beginning to resemble each other 
significantly.      Rules for tourists today, both at home and abroad, include keeping kids safe, 
stopping human trafficking, protecting the rights of migrant workers, and making sure that 
people with disabilities can get around.      The UNWTO and the UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) have worked together to make rules that will keep kids safe when they are on 
vacation or travelling.       
 



Tourism laws also give people more power because they protect the rights of native people, 
promote gender equality, and make sure that tourism growth is good for the places where it 
happens.    These results show that the rules for travelling between countries are more 
complicated and have more moral implications.     
 

6.        How it works     
 

This study uses a qualitative research method and secondary sources like case studies, policy 
reports, legal documents, and academic articles.    We chose sites based on how useful, 
trustworthy, and current they were.    We used thematic analysis to find out how the UNWTO 
works and what the rules are for tourism across borders.      The plan says that we should look 
at how things are done in other parts of the world and figure out what they really mean for 
tourists, governments, and the tourism industry.       
 

7.  7.      Results       
 

7.1 Treaties between countries and the freedom to travel between them       
 

The study shows that international agreements are a big part of the global tourism 
industry.      The rules for flying between countries were set by the Chicago Convention on 
International Civil Aviation (1944).      It made sure that all the papers and rules were the 
same.      The World Trade Organization is in charge of the General Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS).      GATS covers a lot of important service industries, and tourism is one of 
them.      This makes it easier for businesses that deal with travel to get started.      The 
International Health Regulations (IHR) tell you what to do if you get sick while travelling between 
countries.      This job became even more important during the COVID-19 pandemic.       
 

Two more treaties that have an indirect effect on tourism are the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).  They 
stress how important it is to protect people and natural resources that are weak.      These 
treaties are what each country uses to make its own laws.       
 

7.2 Rules and limits for people who want to visit the country       
 

Tourists have to follow a lot of rules because each country has its own economy, legal system, 
and social background.      Visa rules, health and safety standards, laws that protect consumers, 
and rules that protect the environment are all the same.      The US has strict rules about 
security and visa exemptions, but the EU's rules are often more flexible because of agreements 
like the Schengen Convention.         
 

Different countries do things in different ways.        Some countries have strict rules and 
separate tourist ministries, while others have rules that people break or that don't apply 



anymore.        A country's government and political will have a big impact on how well it can 
enforce laws, protect the rights of visitors, and make it easier for people to travel between 
countries.         
 

7.3 What the UNWTO Does         
 

The UNWTO does a lot to make sure that international agreements and national laws work 
together.          It helps with IT issues, gives policy advice, and gives member countries a place 
to talk to each other.          The UNWTO's Global Code of Ethics for Tourism isn't a law, but it 
does tell countries how to be a good tourist and is often used as a guide when making 
decisions.          The committee also looks into and gathers information about how tourists act, 
and it makes sure that tourism is included in national development plans.           
 

The UNWTO has done a great job of getting countries to help each other during global disasters 
like the COVID-19 outbreak.          It has also asked for crossings to be fixed in a way that 
makes sense and told people how to get there safely.          It also helps governments make 
sure that their plans for tourism fit with the UN's Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).           
 

7.4 The best ways to do things and how other places do them           
 

Regional groups have set their own rules to make it easier for people to move between 
countries.          The Schengen Area of the European Union, for example, lets people travel 
between 27 countries without a passport.          The ASEAN Tourism Agreement's goal was to 
make it easier for people to travel between member states without a visa and to work together 
better.          The African Union's Single African Air Transport Market (SAATM) wants to make it 
easier for people to fly around Africa.           
 

Having the same health and visa rules, respecting each other's tourism credentials, and working 
together to promote tourism are the best things to do in these areas.          People are more 
likely to visit places where they can do these things.           
 

7.5 Problems and Concerns           
 

Things are better now, but I still have a lot on my mind. Visa requirements, poor infrastructure, 
different health standards, and safety concerns can all make it harder for people to move from 
one country to another.          When there are political tensions and income gaps, the courts 
have a harder time working together.          The COVID-19 pandemic showed how bad the rules 
are for people who want to travel around the world.          This shows how important it is to be 
stronger and work together.           
 

7.6 The Schengen Zone and the European Union are two examples of this.           
 



The Schengen Zone in the EU is a great example of how having the same rules can make it 
easier for people to move between countries.          Tourists can now move freely between 
member countries because there are no longer any border controls.          This makes it a lot 
easier for tourists to get around.          This has brought in more tourists and helped the 
European economy grow.          The Schengen system does have some problems, 
though.          We have had to bring back border checks for a short time because of things like 
controlling the outside border, the refugee crisis, and pandemics like COVID-19.            This 
shows that we need legal systems that are both strong and flexible.             
 

The EU's rules for protecting tourists' rights, such as the Package Travel Directive, have also 
set high standards for consumer rights, such as getting your money back for delays, 
cancellations, and protection from going bankrupt.            These laws have also changed the 
rules for tourists in places outside of Europe, since other places look to the EU as a 
model.             
 

7.7 A Look at ASEAN and Its Different Legal Systems             
 

ASEAN is different from other groups because its members can work together on tourism even 
though they all have their own rules.            People from ASEAN member countries can now get 
free visas more easily thanks to the ASEAN Tourism Agreement.            It has also helped to 
set standards in the area.            But the laws and politics in each part of the area make these 
plans very different from each other.             
 

The ASEAN Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Tourism Professionals (MRA-TP) is just one of 
many things that have been done to make it easier for tourism workers to get around.            But 
the process has taken a lot longer because each country has its own laws and 
rules.            People have been able to work together on marketing because of the regional 
strategy, which made them feel like they were part of a group.             
 

7.8 What the UNWTO does to help during a global crisis             
 

The COVID-19 pandemic showed how important the UNWTO is for getting people from all over 
the world to work together.            The group talked about the latest news, made rules for 
everyone, and pushed for a scientific way to open the borders again.            The UNWTO's work 
with the International Air Transport Association (IATA) and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) showed how important it is for groups to work together.             
 

The pandemic also made the shift to more digital tourism happen faster.            The UNWTO 
helped its member countries set up digital health certificates, online consumer protection, and 
the ability to travel without having to talk to anyone.            The legal systems in every country 
and all over the world need to change quickly because of these new ideas.             
 

7.9 E-Visa Systems: Different Ways of Doing Things in Other Countries               



 

Australia, Turkey, and Kenya were some of the first countries to use electronic visa (e-visa) 
systems to make it easier for tourists to enter their countries.              Digital screening speeds 
things up, reduces paperwork, and makes things safer.              Laws about e-visas say that 
computers must be safe, personal information must be kept private, and e-visas must work with 
other travel systems around the world.               
 

People who have used e-visas tell stories that show how important it is to change the law to 
keep up with new technology and what tourists want.              But people in other countries may 
not be able to take advantage of these benefits because of differences in their legal systems 
and internet infrastructure.               
 

7.10 Laws about going to places that aren't very well-developed               
 

For many developing economies, tourism is a major source of income and employment from 
abroad.              But it's hard to keep things in order because of bad rules, not enough police, 
and not enough money.              The UNWTO and the World Bank are two examples of 
international organisations that give money, technical help, and programs to people so they can 
learn new skills and change laws and rules.               
 

People in the Global South often talk about community-based tourism plans.              They 
depend on rules that protect the rights of residents, make sure that everyone gets their fair 
share of the benefits, and promote the ecosystem's long-term health.              These models 
show how tailored legal solutions could help tourism grow in a fair and responsible 
way.               
 

8.              Talk               
 

8.1 Harmonisation vs. Sovereignty               
 

When it comes to making laws about tourism, it's hard to find a balance between the need for 
standard laws and the need to respect each country's independence.              Countries don't 
want to give up control over things like security, public health, and managing their borders, even 
though international agreements and groups like the UNWTO try to make everything the 
same.              It can be hard to find the right balance between making it easy for tourists to 
come and go and protecting the country's interests.               
 

8.2 How well do treaties between countries work?               
 

International agreements are most effective when numerous countries endorse them and 
incorporate them into their domestic legislation.              A lot of people know about GATS and 



the Chicago Convention.              These have made air travel and tourism services between 
countries more stable.              But there are still problems with putting it into action, especially 
in poorer countries where resources are scarce or the government isn't stable.               
 

It's impossible to put many tourism agreements into action, like the UNWTO's Global Code of 
Ethics, because they aren't required by law.              Even so, these technologies have a big 
impact on conventions, which changes how people talk about the company's rules and 
standards.               
 

8.3 The UNWTO's Special Job               
 

The UNWTO needs to help people and share information very much.              The UNWTO can't 
make rules, but groups that make rules can.              Instead, it tries to persuade others, help 
them with technical issues, and find things they can all agree on.              It works best when all 
the member states are willing to work together and pay attention to what is said.               
 

The UNWTO wants to end poverty, promote gender equality, and promote sustainable 
tourism.  These are all goals for global development.              It is an important part of managing 
tourism around the world because it can collect and share information, suggest policies, and get 
people talking.               
 

8.4 What this means for real people               
 

When legal systems are the same, it makes travel safer, easier, and more predictable for 
tourists.              It helps the economy grow and keeps people and the environment safe for 
governments.              The private sector benefits from having fewer rules, easier access to 
markets, and more chances to come up with new ideas.               
 

But the fact that there are still legal and administrative problems shows how important it is to 
keep making changes and working with other countries.              Because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, people are looking at the systems that are already in place and working faster to 
make them stronger and more flexible.               
 

8.5 What to Do Next               
 

In the future, we need to make sure that international treaties and national laws work better 
together so that we can deal with new problems like health crises, digitalisation, protecting 
vulnerable groups, and keeping the environment healthy.              In the future, regional efforts 
and partnerships between the public and private sectors will have more and more power over 
how cross-border tourism is run.               
 



8.6 Finding a Balance Between Safety and the Right to Move Around               
 

One of the hardest things about cross-border tourist rules is finding a balance between safety 
and the need to be able to move around freely.              Terrorism, pandemics, and cross-border 
crime make it important to have good border controls.              But rules that are too strict could 
hurt tourism and the economy.              The goal of moving toward risk-based and intelligence-
driven border management is to find a balance between security and ease of passage by 
working with other countries and using technology to make both better.               
 

For instance, Advance Passenger Information (API) and Passenger Name Record (PNR) 
technology help the government check travellers before they get there.              People who 
have already checked in can go through faster with trusted traveller programs.              Privacy, 
data protection, and the ability to work with other systems around the world must all be part of 
the rules that govern these systems.               
 

8.7 What Will Happen to Environmental Law and Travel in the Future               
 

The rules that govern tourism are slowly becoming more connected to protecting the 
environment.              Climate change has both good and bad effects on travel.              Laws 
should include things like protecting biodiversity, using resources wisely, and lowering carbon 
emissions.              The UNWTO has been working hard to promote the "One Planet 
Sustainable Tourism Program," which supports policies that are in line with the Paris Agreement 
on climate change.               
 

A lot of laws in different countries say that tourist projects must do environmental impact 
studies, limit the number of tourists in areas that are at risk, and encourage activities that are 
good for the environment.              But it's still hard to make sure that the rules are followed, 
especially when there aren't enough resources or when other important development goals are 
more important.              For the ideas of sustainability to come true, countries in the same area 
need to help each other and work together.               
 

8.8 Protecting clients in the digital age and using data               
 

The digitisation of tourism has changed the industry in a big way, making new legal problems 
and chances.              Big data for marketing and security, as well as digital payment systems 
and online booking, have changed the way people travel.              These new ideas make 
people worry about their privacy, safety online, and their rights as customers.               
 

Rules need to change with technology to keep tourists safe from fraud, having their personal 
information used without their permission, and dishonest business practices.              The 
General Data Privacy Regulation (GDPR) from the European Union is a good example of how 
rules about data privacy could change how people travel around the world.               
 



8.9 Future Directions: Legal Systems That Are Open and Flexible for Everyone               
 

Tourism law needs to be more open-minded and flexible in the future.              We need to find 
answers to new problems like making legal systems that can grow, are based on facts, and can 
handle health crises, technology failures, and climate change.              Non-state actors, such as 
business associations, NGOs, and local communities, have a greater impact on how tourist 
policy and practice are made.               
 

For tourist development to be fair, open to everyone, and good for everyone, legal systems that 
include everyone must also think about the needs of marginalised groups.              International 
treaties about the rights of children, disabled people, and indigenous people are changing how 
national tourist laws work.               
 
 

9.              Last Thoughts               
 

International treaties, state laws, and groups like the UNWTO all help to make tourism 
legal.              People have worked hard to make it easier for people to travel between countries, 
but there are still problems with making sure that tourism follows the same rules, deals with new 
risks, and promotes long-term growth.               
 

International treaties set the rules for how countries can work together legally, but they only 
work if all countries follow them and make sure they do.              The UNWTO is an important 
place for countries to meet, talk, and get information.  It helps them work together and share 
what works well.              Regional groups and treaties between two countries also make travel 
easier.               
 

In the end, regulating cross-border tourism means finding a middle ground between making 
travel easier and protecting the interests of each country.              The world can make sure that 
tourism continues to be a source of economic growth, cultural exchange, and sustainable 
development by building on what already exists, encouraging conversation, and coming up with 
new ideas.               
 

In short, regulating tourism between countries is a complicated and always-changing process 
that needs constant talks between the best ways to do things around the world, national 
sovereignty, and international agreements.              These legal systems are most effective 
when they can adjust to new technologies, environmental shifts, or societal 
transformations.               
 

The UNWTO is still an important organization that helps people get through tough times and 
make changes.              By campaigning, setting standards, and building capacity, the 
association has had a big impact on making tourism laws at home and abroad.              The EU 



and ASEAN are two examples of how people can work together in their own 
fields.              They also show how difficult it is to make laws and politics work together in 
different parts of the world.               
 

Tourism laws will have to change as the world deals with new and unexpected 
problems.              Tourism can still help the economy grow, bring people from different cultures 
together, and help the environment.              Policymakers need to be alert and come up with 
new ideas for how to make the global tourist system better.              They also need to check 
that everyone is there.               
 

10.              Sources               
 

Please make sure that the sources you use are real and follow the rules at your 
school.              Here are some places you can go to get help with your research:               
 

The UNWTO is the United Nations World Tourism Organization.              (2022).              The 
World Code of Ethics for Travellers.              This can be found at https://www.unwto.org/global-
code-of-ethics-for-tourism.              
The World Trade Organization (WTO).              (2021).              There are a few things to say 
about tourist services.              You can find it at https://www.wto.org/.              
The ICAO stands for the International Civil Aviation Organization.              (2020).              The 
Chicago Deal.              From https://www.icao.int/              
The European Commission.              (2023).              The Schengen area.              You can find 
it at https://ec.europa.eu/.              
The ASEAN Secretariat.              (2022).              ASEAN's agreement on travel.              I found 
it on the website https://asean.org/.              
The UN.              (2015).              Long-Term Growth Goals.              From 
https://sdgs.un.org/              
Page, S. J., and Hall, C. M.              (2014).              The 4th edition of The Geography of 
Tourism and Recreation: Environment, Place, and Space.              Routledge.              
Gössling, S., Scott, D., and Hall, C. M.              (2020).              A short summary of COVID-19 in 
relation to pandemics, travel, and changes around the world.              1–20 of the Journal of 
Sustainable Tourism, 29(1).              
Dredge, D.              and Jenkins, J.              (2011).              Tourism Policy and Planning: The 
Past, Present, and Future.              Routledge.              
11.              Appendices               
 

Appendix A: A List of the Most Important Rules for Travelling Abroad               
 

The year, the main points of the agreement or convention, and the agreement's scope              
The 1944 Chicago Convention set rules for air travel and safety all over the world.              
GATS 1995 Trade in Services: Making it easier for people to get tourism-related 
services              
International Health Regulations 2005: To protect public health, people should stay healthy 
across borders.              



Schengen Convention 1985 EU Internal Borders No longer checks at internal borders              
The 2002 ASEAN Tourism Agreement makes it easier for people to visit Southeast 
Asia.              
Appendix B: Interview Guide for People Who Work in Tourism (If You Need It)               
 

How have you used your country's rules for tourists from other countries?              
What problems have you had when trying to make the rules for tourists in your country the same 
as those in other countries?              
How has the UNWTO helped you make rules for tourists? 
 


