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In no more than 500 words each, explain and 2-4 references:

1- “Impact is not simply the result of a project, but a change in the baseline condition.”
· Discuss this statement.

2- A city plans to construct a high-rise building near a World Heritage Site.
· Discuss possible:
· Visual impacts
· Social impacts
· Heritage impacts




1. “Impact is not simply the result of a project, but a change in the baseline condition.” Discuss this statement.
The statement does not imply that impact is only what the project delivers in terms of a physical achievement like a completed road, dam, factory, housing estate or high-rise building. The question in impact assessment is, which changes due to the project, compared with what was already there before the project? The “before” situation is known as the baseline. A baseline identifies the current environmental, social, cultural, economic and heritage landscape prior to a project. It becomes the baseline that is used to measure subsequent change.
For instance, if a project is going to construct a new bridge, the impact is not just the bridge itself. Impacts are on traffic, air quality, noise, community access, land values, safety, biodiversity and local livelihoods. If traffic was already heavily congested without the bridge, then the assessment should consider how the bridge affects the congestion.If traffic was already congested prior to constructing the bridge, then the comparison should be the effect of the bridge on the existing traffic congestion. If no baseline was established, it will be hard to determine if the change later in time was due to the project or due to other trends.
This is a key component of Social Impact Assessment and Environmental Impact Assessment. The baseline studies give evidence to predict potential impacts, develop mitigation measures, and track impacts after construction to ensure that predictions were correct. Recent EIA guidance defines baseline study as the basis for assessing project effects as they provide the existing conditions against which change is measured. 
The statement further reveals that impact can be beneficial, harmful, direct or indirect, cumulative or temporary, or permanent. A project might generate new employment opportunities and enhance service or amenities, but it can also drive up housing pressure, traffic, pollution, or loss of culture. Thus impact assessment should not be limited to the construction work and should consider the influence that the project will have on the life, place, values and future opportunities of the people.
This is particularly true in a heritage setting. A development could have an impact on a historic site without actually harming the actual monument, but it may alter the setting, the skyline, the visual integrity or the spiritual significance. ICOMOS guidance clarifies the purpose of the Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) which is used to assess the potential impact of a proposed development on the OUWV of World Heritage properties. 
It is therefore best to consider impact in the sense of the difference between the baseline condition and the future condition with the project. This ensures assessment is more objective and evidence-based. It makes decision makers aware that they aren't just evaluating the potential benefits of a project, but the actual change, who is affected by the change, if it is acceptable and how the harm can be minimised or avoided.

2. A city plans to construct a high-rise building near a World Heritage Site. Discuss possible visual, social, and heritage impacts.
Even a building that is not within the protected boundary can cause major impacts to a World Heritage Site when built near it. World Heritage Sites are protected not just for their physical fabric, but also for their OUV, authenticity, integrity, setting and association to surrounding communities. UNESCO and the Advisory Bodies stress the necessity for an impact assessment in advance of a decision, in order to avoid any damage to World Heritage and to identify sustainable options. 
A visual impact is often the primary concern. A high-rise building can overlook the skyline, obscure historic views, or diminish the visibility of landmark monuments, temples, forts, old city walls or traditional urban architecture. A tall modern building can detract from the visual integrity if the World Heritage property has historical values, spiritual significance for viewing or association to natural environments. May also cause light pollution, shadowing, glaring and visual intrusion. The research of Ashrafi, Kloos and Neugebauer on the concept of visual integrity as a major problem in the assessment of heritage impacts in the context of modern urban development highlights the importance of this particular problem in the conservation of World Heritage properties.The study of Ashrafi, Kloos and Neugebauer on the concept of visual integrity as a major issue in the impact assessment of World Heritage properties in the context of modern urban development is of importance. 
There can also be substantial social impacts. A high-rise project may lead to rising land values, rents and commercial development in the vicinity of the site. May displace long term residents, small business, craftspeople, and/or traditional users of the area. It also can alter the neighbourhood from a real historic space to an industrial or tourist area. Traffic congestion, noise, dust, limitation of access and disruption to life may occur during construction. The principles of Social Impact Assessment highlight the importance of taking into account the potential impacts on people's way of life, culture, community cohesion, health, fears, aspirations and rights. 
The effects of heritage are not limited to aesthetic considerations. The building could impact on the authenticity and integrity of the site through the change of historic setting, the severing of the connection between the monument and its setting. It can lead to additional inappropriate development which can lead to cumulative impacts. Fragile historic buildings can also be physically threatened by vibrations from the construction, changes in drainage or increased visitor pressure or infrastructure works. The high-rise may pose concern from UNESCO if it clashes with the values for which the site is inscribed, and may even jeopardize the site's World Heritage status.
The city should therefore be obliged to have a full Heritage Impact Assessment before approval is granted. Alternative solutions should be explored: minimizing height, traffic planning, location, protection of view corridors, materials, design control and commitment of local communities. While the development of heritage sites is not always impossible, it needs to be carefully managed so that the loss of irreplaceable cultural value does not become permanent and is not caused by economic growth.
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