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In no more than 500 words, each explain and 2-4 references:



1- How can your own country benefit from applying the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism in practice?




















The Global Code of Ethics for Tourism (GCET), adopted in 1999, serves as a comprehensive frame of reference for the responsible and sustainable development of world tourism (Nurjaya, 2022). While the Code is a "soft law" instrument and not legally binding, its practical application by national governments offers significant pathways toward socio-economic empowerment, environmental conservation, and the protection of human rights (Dharmawan, 2012). By integrating these ten principles into national policy, countries can transform tourism from a mere extractive industry into a catalyst for holistic national growth.
One of the primary benefits of implementing the GCET is the socio-economic redemption of local communities. Article 5 emphasizes that local populations should be associated with tourism activities and share equitably in the economic benefits they generate (Wiryawan & Jaelani, 2024). In practice, this encourages countries to move beyond "mass tourism" models that often lead to leakages where profits exit the host country. Instead, the Code promotes community-based tourism (CBT), which empowers residents to participate in decision-making and ensures the creation of direct and indirect jobs (Dangi & Jamal, 2016). This localized approach fosters a sense of stewardship among populations, transforming them into active guardians of their own cultural and natural heritage (Boșca & Emilian, 2024).
Furthermore, the GCET provides a vital framework for environmental stewardship. Article 3 identifies tourism as a factor of sustainable development, urging stakeholders to safeguard the natural environment to achieve continuous economic growth (Nurjaya, 2022). In many developed and developing nations, practical application involves using renewable energy, implementing waste reduction systems, and managing natural resources to minimize the industry's ecological footprint (Dias et al., 2021). By adhering to these ethical standards, countries can protect biodiversity while simultaneously improving their brand image to attract a growing demographic of "environmentally conscious" travelers (Alexakis & Rice, 2016).
Finally, the Code serves as a tool for international diplomacy and human rights. It promotes mutual respect between tourists and host communities, viewing travel as a "right" that should be exercised with an awareness of the dignity of others (Schänzel & Apollo, 2023). Practically, this involves implementing regulations that combat the exploitation of vulnerable groups and respect indigenous rights (Wiryawan & Jaelani, 2024). In conclusion, when countries move the GCET from a theoretical document to a practical policy guide, they secure long-term sustainability that balances the "hedonistic joy" of visitors with the enduring well-being of the host society (Schänzel & Apollo, 2023).
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