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In no more than 500 words each, explain and 2-4 references:

1- Select a cultural site and discuss the impacts of a proposed measure on this site within the framework of conducting a cultural heritage impact assessment.

























Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment: The Pyramids of Giza

A suitable cultural site for heritage impact assessment is the Pyramids of Giza, part of the World Heritage property known as Memphis and its Necropolis. This site is important because it represents ancient Egyptian civilisation, royal burial traditions, architectural achievement, religious belief, and historic landscape planning. The site includes the Great Pyramid, other pyramids, the Sphinx, temples, tombs, causeways, and surrounding archaeological remains. Because of its international cultural value, any proposed measure near the site must be studied carefully through a cultural heritage impact assessment.
The proposed measure discussed here is the construction of a tourist walkway and organised visitor access route near the pyramids. The purpose of this measure would be to improve visitor movement, reduce crowding, support visitor safety, and create a better tourism experience. At first, this may appear to be a positive project because it can help control tourist movement and reduce random walking across sensitive areas. However, heritage impact assessment does not only consider whether a project is useful. It also studies whether the project may harm the authenticity, integrity, setting, views, archaeology, and cultural meaning of the site.
A heritage impact assessment would first identify the values and attributes of the Pyramids of Giza. These include the pyramids themselves, the Sphinx, ancient tombs, buried archaeology, desert landscape, traditional views, and the relationship between the monuments and their surroundings. Heritage impact assessment is important because it helps managers understand how development may affect World Heritage values before the project is approved (Ashrafi et al., 2022). Therefore, the assessment should consider direct, indirect, visual, cumulative, and long-term impacts.
The proposed tourist walkway may have some positive impacts. It could guide visitors along planned routes and reduce damage caused by uncontrolled foot traffic. It may also improve accessibility for elderly visitors and people with disabilities. Better visitor routes can also support interpretation by helping tourists understand the site in a more organised way. In this sense, the measure may help balance tourism use with conservation needs.
However, the project may also have negative impacts. Construction work could disturb underground archaeological remains if proper surveys are not completed first. New paving, signs, lighting, barriers, or modern materials may also create visual intrusion in the historic landscape. This is important because visual integrity is a major concern in World Heritage management. Ashrafi et al. (2021) explain that heritage impact assessment can help identify visual and urban development threats before they cause permanent damage. At the Pyramids of Giza, the setting is extremely sensitive because the monuments are strongly connected to the desert landscape and ancient spatial arrangement.
The site also faces wider conservation pressures. Hemeda and Sonbol (2020) explain that the Giza pyramids suffer from environmental and structural problems, including threats linked to urbanisation and groundwater. This means any new tourism infrastructure should not add further stress to the site. Similarly, Shetawy and El Khateeb (2009) discuss how the Giza Plateau has faced conflict between conservation needs, tourism activity, and urban development. These studies show that even projects intended to improve tourism can become harmful if they are not carefully planned.
To reduce negative impacts, the heritage impact assessment should recommend mitigation measures. These may include archaeological investigation before construction, avoiding highly sensitive zones, using reversible construction methods, limiting the height and visibility of structures, using materials that fit the landscape, controlling lighting, and monitoring visitor movement after completion. The project should also involve heritage professionals, archaeologists, tourism planners, local authorities, and community stakeholders.
In conclusion, the proposed tourist walkway at the Pyramids of Giza could bring both benefits and risks. It may improve visitor management, safety, and access, but it could also harm archaeology, visual integrity, authenticity, and the historic landscape. Within a cultural heritage impact assessment framework, the project should only proceed if it protects the site’s cultural values and avoids irreversible damage. Cultural heritage management must balance tourism development with conservation because once heritage values are damaged, they cannot easily be replaced.
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