
HealthThreats inTourismCourse

Lecturer:MahmoudAbdou

03.08.2025

 Discuss communicable and non-communicable diseases, highlighting their

impacts on tourism destinations and destination image, as well as the crisis

managementstrategiesemployedtoaddressthesechallenges.
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MainResearchBody

1. Introduction

Briefly introducetourismasaglobal industryanditsvulnerability tohealthcrises.

Definecommunicablediseases(infectious,spreadfromperson-to-persone.g.,

COVID-19,Ebola,SARS)andnon-communicablediseases(NCDs)(not transmissible,e.g.,

cardiovasculardiseases,diabetes,cancer).

Highlightthelinkbetweenpublichealthand tourism— touristsseeksafe,healthy

destinations.

State the researchaims:

1. Toanalyzetheimpactofcommunicableandnon-communicablediseasesontourism

destinations.

2. Toexaminehowthesehealthcrisesinfluencedestination image.

3. Toexplorecrisismanagementstrategiesusedbydestinations.

---

2.MainBody

A.CommunicableDiseasesandTourism



Definitionandexamples(COVID-19,SARS,Ebola,Zika).

Directimpacts: travelbans,reducedarrivals,closureofattractions,fearofcontagion.

Long-termeffects:damageddestination image,economicdownturn, joblosses.

Casestudies:

COVID-19’ seffectonglobaltourism.

Ebola inWestAfrica→ tourismcollapse.

SARSimpactonEastAsia.

B.Non-CommunicableDiseasesandTourism

Definitionandexamples(obesity,diabetes,cancer,cardiovasculardiseases).

Indirect impacts: influenceonmedical tourism,insurancepolicies, accessibility,and

demand forwellnesstourism.

Destinationconsiderations:availabilityofhealthcare facilities,medical tourismhubs

(India,Thailand,Turkey).

Long-termimpacts:health-focusedbrandingofdestinations.

C. ImpactsonDestinationImage

Howoutbreaksdamagedestinationreputation(mediaportrayal,globaladvisories,

travelerperception).

Negativebranding:countriesassociatedwithdiseasehotspots.

Recoveryefforts:healthcertificationprograms,marketingsafetravelcampaigns.

D.CrisisManagementStrategiesinTourism



Pre-crisis: riskassessment,preparedness, stronghealthcaresystems.

Duringcrisis:clearcommunication,safetymeasures(screening,sanitization,vaccination

programs).

Post-crisis:destinationrebranding, safetycertifications,rebuilding traveler trust.

Examples:

“SafeTravels” certificationbyWTTC.

Marketingstrategiesbydestinationspost-COVID-19.

Integrationofhealthtourismasaresiliencestrategy.

---

3. Discussion

Compareimpactsofcommunicablevs.non-communicablediseases.

Highlighthowcommunicablediseasescreateimmediatecrises,whileNCDscreate

long-termchallenges.

Assesseffectivenessofcrisismanagementstrategies:whatworked,what failed.

Explore the roleofglobalcollaboration(WHO,UNWTO,IATA) inprotectingtourism.

Emerging trends:digitalhealthpassports,health-basedbranding,andresilient

destinationmanagement.

---

4. Conclusion

Summarizekeyfindings:bothdiseasecategoriessignificantlyshapetourism.



Communicablediseases→short-termshockandsevere reputationdamage.

Non-communicablediseases→ influencetourismdemand,pushformedicaland

wellnesstourism.

Stressthe importanceof crisismanagement,healthpreparedness,andcommunication

strategiesinsustainingtourism.

Concludewithaforward-lookingperspective:destinationsmust integratepublichealth

resilience intotourismplanning.

---
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