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1- What are the Challenges in Harmonizing Consumer Protection Standards Globally?

When it comes to harmonizing consumer protection norms on a global scale, there are a number of severe hurdles that stem from the existence of different legal systems, gaps in enforcement, institutional inadequacies, technology advancements, and concerns over sovereignty. The construction of a cohesive international framework is hampered by these constraints, which leaves consumers exposed when engaging in transactions that take place across international borders. 
One of the most significant obstacles is the significant disparity in consumer protection regulations among jurisdictions. Different countries have different levels of economic development and different legal traditions, which can result in significant differences in the scopes of coverage, enforcement methods, and substantive requirements that they have. There are many developing nations that prioritize basic market access above comprehensive protections, which makes universal standards politically contentious (Amelia et al., 2023). For example, industrialized economies enforce severe product safety and liability requirements, whereas many developing nations choose to emphasize basic market access. In an effort to accommodate weaker domestic regimes, efforts to harmonize run the risk of eroding powerful domestic regimes, which in turn fosters resistance among policymakers. 
This issue is made more complicated by enforcement across boundaries. It is impossible to take effective action against overseas violators due to the existence of jurisdictional conflicts, procedural incompatibilities, and limited extraterritorial capabilities respectively. Even with international guidelines such as the United Nations General Assembly Convention on Climate Change (UNGCP), there is still a lack of consistency in turning shared ideas into practical collaboration, such as joint legal support or data exchange (Benöhr, 2020). Firms are able to take advantage of less stringent jurisdictions in order to target more stringent markets through e-commerce, which is made possible by this. 
Deficiencies in institutional capacity are another factor that impedes advancement. According to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (2024), under-resourced agencies in low-income countries always battle with digital surveillance, technical expertise, and involvement in global networks, which perpetuates uneven implementation. The fragmentation of the market is made worse by technological disruptions such as customization driven by artificial intelligence and platform economies, which are accompanied by nation-specific legislative responses. 
It is also difficult to achieve transnational alignment due to differences in culture and sovereignty. According to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (2024), states defend their sovereignty over culturally sensitive areas such as risk tolerance and moral norms. 
In conclusion, although soft-law frameworks have a great deal of potential, in order to overcome these complex issues, it is necessary to engage in focused capacity-building, develop novel cooperation instruments, and ensure progressive convergence.
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