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In no more than 500 words, each explain and 2-4 references:

1- What are subsidiary bodies in international tourism governance? Explain their general role within UNWTO.

Answer : Subsidiary bodies in international tourism governance are formal institutional mechanisms created to assist global tourism organizations in carrying out specialized, operational, and advisory functions. Within the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), these bodies serve as essential instruments for translating broad policy objectives into actionable strategies and regionally relevant initiatives.

Subsidiary bodies include regional commissions, standing committees, expert groups, and task forces, each established to address specific policy areas such as sustainable tourism development, tourism statistics, ethics, education, innovation, and crisis management. Unlike the General Assembly, which functions as the supreme decision-making body, subsidiary bodies operate at a more technical and consultative level, providing continuous input to support informed governance.

One of the primary roles of UNWTO subsidiary bodies is policy support and expertise generation. These bodies conduct research, assess global tourism trends, and develop policy guidelines that help member states respond to emerging challenges such as overtourism, climate change, digitalization, and public health crises. Their recommendations often inform resolutions adopted by the Executive Council and General Assembly.

Another important role is regional coordination and inclusiveness. Through Regional Commissions, UNWTO ensures that tourism policies reflect the diverse economic, cultural, and developmental realities of different regions. This structure enables member states to share best practices, raise region-specific concerns, and collaborate on joint initiatives that align with global tourism objectives.

Subsidiary bodies also contribute to monitoring, evaluation, and implementation. They support the application of global frameworks—such as ethical standards and sustainability guidelines—by reviewing progress, encouraging compliance, and promoting capacity-building programs. In doing so, they strengthen accountability and consistency in international tourism governance.

Overall, subsidiary bodies enhance the effectiveness, legitimacy, and adaptability of UNWTO. By combining specialized knowledge with regional representation, they ensure that international tourism governance remains responsive to both global priorities and local needs.
2- What is the Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980)? Why is it considered a milestone in tourism policy?

Answer : The Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980) is a foundational international policy document adopted during the World Tourism Conference held in Manila, Philippines. Developed under the leadership of the World Tourism Organization, the Declaration articulated a comprehensive vision of tourism as a force for economic development, social equity, cultural understanding, and international cooperation.
The Declaration emphasized that tourism should contribute to improving the quality of life of individuals and societies. It highlighted tourism’s role in employment creation, regional development, and foreign exchange generation, particularly for developing nations. Importantly, it also stressed that tourism development must respect the cultural identity, traditions, and values of host communities.
The Manila Declaration is widely regarded as a milestone in tourism policy because it introduced a normative and ethical framework for tourism governance at a global level. One of its most significant contributions was recognizing tourism as a basic human activity, closely linked to the right to leisure, rest, and freedom of movement. This perspective positioned tourism as a legitimate subject of public policy rather than a purely commercial activity.
Additionally, the Declaration anticipated key principles of sustainable tourism development. It called for environmental protection, responsible use of natural and cultural resources, and balanced tourism growth—ideas that later became central to international tourism strategies and sustainability agendas.
The Declaration also reinforced the importance of international cooperation in tourism. It encouraged collaboration among governments, international organizations, and the private sector to reduce disparities in tourism development and promote mutual understanding between nations.
In essence, the Manila Declaration laid the intellectual and policy foundation for modern international tourism governance. Its principles continue to influence global tourism policies, ethical codes, and development strategies, making it a landmark document in the evolution of tourism policy.
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