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1. What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?
ANS- In order to promote wide and diversified participation, the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) has proposed several types of membership covering countries, regions and international organizations related to tourism. These classifications were established to encourage working together, inclusion and joint responsibility as we take tourism in a more sustainable & ethical direction. There three main types of UNWTO membership are: Full Member, Affiliate and Associate Members.
· Full Members
Full Members Full Members are member countries of the United Nations or one of its specialized agencies. They are the basic links of a chain constituting UNWTO’s membership. Full Members enjoy full participation rights, including voting rights and the right to participate in policy-making bodies at the highest level such as the General Assembly and Executive Council. These members have an important role in defining international tourism policies, and implementing the constitutive covenants of global tourism standardization while also granting approval for actions stimulating sustainable development, cultural expansion and economic prosperity. Full Members can also gain from UNWTO’s research, statistics, technical assistance and capacity building activities.
· Associate Members
Associate Members are territories or "territorial entities" that do not have full responsibility for their external relations; such as autonomous regions and overseas empires (or areas deemed to be part thereof), along with some that are considered sub-federal. While not having full voting rights such as sovereign states, Associate Members are allowed an active role in UNWTO activities, attending to UNWTO’s General Assembly meetings and by participating in the special technical projects. Such member status enables these territories to achieve international recognition, while also identifying tourism challenges and learning from best practices in policy development, sustainable destination management, and market access. Associate Members are closely engaged in the work program and activities of UNWTO, including programs, meetings and technical projects. This membership class offers such territories international recognition, an opportunity to exchange experience and knowledge on tourism issues, and the right to support from experts in preparing policy-planning documents and destination management as well as in developing responsible tourism. Associate Membership allows all destinations, whether or not countries and including those of disparate status politically, to have a voice in the world tourism debate.
· Affiliate Members
Affiliate Members are commercial enterprises, educational institutions, tourism associations and local authorities belonging to non-governmental organizations or research/other bodies whose activities are directly related to the tourism sector. Affiliate Members are not governments, which Full and Associate Members are. Instead, the group provides practical experience, innovation and knowledge of the industry to UNWTO’s work. Their participation reinforces the cooperation between policy and tourism operators, encourages innovation and advocates sustainable best practices in the tourism industry. Affiliate Members also enjoy networking benefits, global media exposure and have access to UNWTO reports and events.
· Conclusion
In summary, UNWTO’s three-tiered membership system (Full, Associate and Affiliate) ensures that governments, territories and tourism interests are fairly represented. This enriched platform encourages cooperation, the transference of knowledge, and joint action in order to contribute to sustainable growth and responsible tourism development on a global level.
2. Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?
ANS- A full member of the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is a State, which has full powers to engage in UNWTO´s legal instruments and activities. This class of membership is the top and opens its doors to sovereign nations that understand how tourism can foster social, economic and cultural development.
In order to count as a Full Member, a state needs to be in the United Nations, in one of its specialized agencies or in the International Atomic Energy Agency. Once eligible, the state shall apply as a member, adopting the UNWTO Statutes and approved by the UNWTO General Assembly. Thus the country adheres to the goals of protecting and promoting sustainable tourism, boosting international cooperation and encouraging responsible and ethical practices on this type of travel.
Full Members have full participation rights in UNWTO. They have a vote in the General Assembly, are able to submit items for discussion on the agenda and shape global policies on tourism, they may also be elected to serve on the Executive Council. This extent of engagement allow them to actually influence international standards, strategy and framework for tourism which drive the global tourism economy.
Besides decision-making rights other benefits from the institutions are granted to Full Members. These activities may encompass technical advisory services, tourism research and statistics, policy advice, training courses and national capacity-building programmes to meet the needs of the national tourism sector. In addition, UNWTO offers Full Members assistance in crisis management, tourism recovery and sustainable destination development – an invaluable asset at times of global challenges as economic crises or health emergencies.
In addition, as full members of ICSM Full Member countries are able to exchange experiences and best practices with other nations. It stimulates cooperation in fields as cultural heritage preservation, environmental sustainability and tourism innovation. By joining UNWTO events Full Members increase their international exposure and build credibility in the global business of tourism.
In summary, a Full Member of ONTWO is a sovereign state that qualifies under international standards and that is committed to the work undertaken by the body. This gives a country the opportunity to substantially influence the future of global tourism, as well as benefit from additional knowhow, support and cooperation. after all good.
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