[image: ]
Tourism Law and Legislation
Assignment 1
07.01.2025
















1- What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?
The United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) is a specialised organisation of the United Nations, which is devoted to development of responsible sustainable and universally accessible tourism worldwide. It is important to note that the UNWTO has developed a heterogeneous membership structure in recognition of the fact that tourism is a complex field touching on diverse stakeholders other than the sole national governments. This organisation is further defined into four major classes: Full Members, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, and Observer Members, each of which has a specific role to play in the development of global tourism governance and promoting the cooperation of other countries.
Full Members relates to sovereign states which are members of the United Nations or the special agencies. They comprise the heart of UNWTO and they have full voting rights. The Full Members play an active role in the decision making in the organisation and include policy formulations, budgetary approvals and the election of governing bodies of the organisation including the Executive Council and the Secretary-General. Full Members, through their endeavours, influence the overall tourism policies, ratify international tourism conventions and set priorities on sustainable tourism development. They are of paramount importance in making sure that tourism policies are harmonious with the greater development concerns internationally.
Associate Members include territories or regions which are not legally responsible to their external relations, such as autonomous regions or overseas territories. Associate Members although they lack the sovereign status and thus do not have the right to vote, are involved actively in the UNWTO activities. They are also allowed to participate in meetings, engage in deliberations and access technical assistance and capacity-building programmes. Such type of membership will enable such regions to promote development of tourism in particularly their economic, cultural and environmental contexts utilising global experience and synergies.
Amongst the Affiliate Members are the entities in the private sector, academic institutions, local governments, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), and other organisations that are related to the tourism sector. This type of classification helps to involve the non-governmental stakeholders in the working process with the UNWTO and allows them to share the knowledge of the industry, do research, innovate, and share the best practises. The Affiliate Members, though not formally charged with the responsibility of making decisions, are critical in the act of closing the gap between policy formulation and implementation. They are exposed to networking opportunities, business intelligence as well as engagement in training and knowledge-sharing platforms.

Observer members include international organisations and intergovernmental organisations that show an interest in tourism related issues. Observers are not formal members of the UNWTO, but they are free to attend meetings, and other projects. Their intervention improves collaboration at the international institutions and promotes synchronised tourism development strategies.
To sum up, the inclusive membership structure used by the UNWTO ensures the representation of governments, territories, industry stakeholders and international organisations. This multi-stakeholder paradigm reinforces governance of tourism globally, fosters synergy and serves as a foundation to sustainable growth of tourism sector of the world.


2- Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?

Under the United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) category, membership is placed in its full status on sovereign states that meet the requirements of the legal, institutional, and procedural requirements as enshrined in the UNWTO Statutes. This is the highest rank of involvement in the organisation, as well as the ability of member states to have a meaningful control over the design of the international tourism policy and governance.

Eligibility Criteria
The first criterion that a state entering the full membership must satisfy is the sovereignty requirement and be recognized under the international law. In addition, the state ought to be a member of the United Nations or any specialized organization annexed with the United Nations which would put it on the larger platform of the UN system and its goals of development. The future participants will be required to sign the UNWTO Statutes, which means that they are bound to the principles, goals, and the structure of the organization. The membership process by the UNWTO ends with the formal membership sanctioning procedure where the evaluation, and recommendation by the governing bodies of the organization comes in.
Rights of Full Members
Full members have the greatest range of rights at UNWTO. They are granted the full right to vote in the highest decision-making organ of the organization, the General Assembly and they can make strategic priorities, approve budgets and embrace international policies as well as conventions regarding tourism. Moreover, full members have the right to be elected as members of the Executive Council and, hence, get involved in the executive and administrative management of the organisation.
Full Members Responsibilities.
Along with such rights, full members have substantive responsibilities. They are required to raise membership fees that fund activities and programmes of the UNWTO every year. The members should also support and promote the mission of the organisation especially the promotion of sustainable, responsible, and ethical tourism practises. Ability to collaborate with other member states by sharing data, coordination of policies and adoption of mutually agreed standards is one of the fundamental requirements. Moreover, full members are promoted to promote the international tourism norms and best practises in their local areas of operation.

Value of Full Membership.
Full members are in the centre stage of the international tourism governance. Their joint marking guarantees a global response to the key issues, such as climate change, economic volatility, crisis management, and enhancement of the tourism development through sustainable methods. By working together, complete and full members facilitate the identification of tourism as a powerful stimulus of inclusive economic growth and cultural engagement.
Conclusion
Conclusively, only sovereign states meeting the given legal standards and willing to promote tourism as a tool of sustainable growth become full members of the UNWTO. The involvement of these states actively is a key to the success of the organization and its international topicality.
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