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In no more than 500 words, each explain and 2-4 references:

1. What are subsidiary bodies in international tourism governance? Explain their general role within UNWTO.
With regard to the governance of international tourism, subsidiary bodies are institutional structures that are established with the purpose of providing support, advice, and operationalization of the strategic objectives of global tourism organizations. The purpose of their existence is to manage the complexities of tourist governance, which encompasses economic development, environmental sustainability, cultural preservation, and international cooperation. The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is comprised of subsidiary groups that serve as the foundation for both functional and regional governance.

Regional commissions, standing committees, working groups, and expert panels are all examples of these bodies; each of these bodies has a mandate that is made very apparent. In order to guarantee that tourist strategies are reflective of a variety of economic and cultural circumstances, regional commissions are responsible for representing several different geographical areas. For example, sustainable tourism, tourism statistics, ethics, education, and crisis resilience are some of the specific areas that thematic committees centre their attention on. Together, they make it possible for the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) to handle difficulties that are associated with tourism on a worldwide scale in a manner that is both structured and systematic.

Both the design of policies and the provision of technical guidance are among the primary responsibilities of subsidiary organizations. They are responsible for the collection of data, the commissioning of research, and the analysis of emerging trends that have an impact on global tourism. These trends include recovery from a crisis, climate change, and technology disruption. Their findings are used to influence policy suggestions that are presented to the Executive Council and the General Assembly. This helps to ensure that decisions are determined by evidence and are in line with strategic objectives.

The function of representation and inclusion is also an extremely important one. Member states are given the opportunity to actively participate in governance beyond the scope of high-level assemblies through the establishment of subsidiary bodies. In addition to fostering openness, this participatory structure ensures that smaller or poorer countries have the ability to influence the agendas of international tourism organizations.

The implementation and monitoring processes are also supported by subsidiary bodies. The member states receive assistance in the implementation of global tourism frameworks, they are encouraged to embrace best practices, and they review the progress that has been made toward ethical and sustainable standards. Increasing the ability of national tourist institutions is accomplished through the implementation of capacity-building initiatives, training programs, and technical assistance.

The overall efficacy of the United Nations World tourist Organization (UNWTO) is improved by subsidiary entities because they bridge global policy with regional reality. This results in international tourist governance that is more responsive, inclusive, and operationally sound.


2. What is the Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980)? Why is it considered a milestone in tourism policy?

A major international policy document, the Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980) was adopted at the World Tourism Conference in Manila, Philippines. The conference was held in the Philippines. In doing so, it presented a complete picture of tourism as an activity that encompasses not only economic rewards but also social, cultural, and ethical dimensions as well. In an effort to provide nations and international agencies with a framework for managing tourism in a responsible and equitable manner, the Declaration was drafted.

The Declaration placed special emphasis on the contribution that tourism makes to economic growth, notably in terms of the creation of employment opportunities, the diversification of income, and the development of regional areas. During the same time, it emphasized the need of preserving cultural legacy, showing respect to the towns that are hosting the event, and protecting the natural environment. It was this well-rounded viewpoint that set the Declaration apart from past tourism programs, which were primarily concerned with expansion and revenue.

As a result of the introduction of a human-centered and rights-based approach to tourism, the Manila Declaration is largely regarded as a significant milestone. In doing so, it elevated tourism to the status of a legitimate issue of public policy and social development. It did this by clearly linking tourism to the right to leisure, rest, and freedom of movement.

In addition to this, the Declaration predicted the concepts of environmentally responsible tourism development. Long before sustainability became a prominent topic of discussion on a worldwide scale, it issued a warning against the unchecked expansion of tourism enterprises and urged appropriate planning and management. In later years, these concepts had an impact on important international frameworks and ethical rules that govern tourism governance.

Additionally, the Declaration emphasized the significance of working together across international borders. In recognition of the fact that tourism has the potential to lessen global inequities and to promote mutual understanding, it issued an appeal to rich nations and international organizations to provide support for the development of tourism in less developed countries.

In conclusion, the Manila Declaration established the conceptual and ethical basis of contemporary tourist policy, and it continues to exert an influence on the governance of international tourism even after it was adopted some decades ago.
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