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In no more than 500 words, each explain and 2-4 references:



1- Define cultural heritage. How do international organizations such as UNESCO conceptualize heritage?

2- Differentiate between:
Tangible heritage
Intangible heritage



















1. Definition of Cultural Heritage and UNESCO View

Cultural heritage refers to the inherited resources, both material and immaterial, that communities identify as part of their cultural identity. It includes historical structures, artifacts, traditions, languages, and cultural expressions that are passed down across generations (Ashworth, Graham, & Tunbridge, 2007).
UNESCO defines cultural heritage through an international framework that recognizes its diverse forms. The 1972 Convention primarily addressed tangible heritage such as monuments and cultural landscapes. However, the 2003 Convention expanded the definition to include intangible heritage like traditions, performing arts, and social practices (UNESCO, 2003).
This evolution reflects a growing recognition that culture is not only preserved in objects but also in living expressions. UNESCO stresses that heritage is dynamic and constantly recreated by communities, making it essential for identity, continuity, and cultural diversity (Vecco, 2010).
UNESCO also links heritage with development, emphasizing its role in education, tourism, and community empowerment. Its approach ensures that heritage is protected while remaining meaningful and accessible to people today.

2. Difference Between Tangible and Intangible Heritage

Cultural heritage can be divided into tangible and intangible categories based on whether it has a physical form.
Tangible heritage includes physical objects such as monuments, historic buildings, artifacts, and cultural landscapes. These are visible and can be preserved through conservation policies and restoration efforts (Ahmad, 2006).
In contrast, intangible heritage consists of non-physical elements like traditions, languages, rituals, and performing arts. These forms of heritage are maintained through practice and social transmission rather than physical protection (Smith, 2006).
One key difference is permanence. Tangible heritage can survive independently of human activity if maintained, whereas intangible heritage requires continuous engagement by communities. Without participation, it risks disappearing.
Another difference lies in preservation strategies. Tangible heritage relies on conservation techniques, while intangible heritage depends on education, documentation, and cultural continuity. Despite these differences, both types are closely linked, as intangible values often give meaning to physical objects.
In conclusion, tangible heritage represents the visible past, while intangible heritage reflects the living cultural identity of societies.
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