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. What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?
The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), a specialized agency of the United Nations, works to promote responsible, sustainable, and universally accessible tourism. To achieve its global objectives, UNWTO opens its membership to several types of members, each with differing rights and roles. The organization has three main categories of membership: Full Members, Associate Members, and Affiliate Members.
a. Full Members
Full Members consist of sovereign states that are part of the United Nations, specialized agencies, or the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). These members enjoy complete participation rights within the organization, including voting, policymaking, and occupying leadership positions. Full membership allows countries to influence tourism development policies, share best practices, and benefit from UNWTO’s technical and institutional support. As of today, UNWTO has over 150 Full Member States, representing nearly every region of the world.
b. Associate Members
Associate Members are often territories or groups of territories not responsible for their external relations. These members are usually dependent territories or regions with a significant degree of autonomy, like Hong Kong or Macau. Associate Members can participate in activities and debates within the UNWTO but have limited voting rights compared to Full Members. Their membership helps connect them to global tourism networks, supporting local strategies and sustainable growth.
c. Affiliate Members
Affiliate Members form a unique group made up of non-governmental entities, such as tourism associations, educational institutions, private companies, and local tourism authorities. This membership type allows active collaboration between the public and private sectors, bridging the gap between policy and industry application. Affiliate Members benefit from networking opportunities, the exchange of tourism knowledge, participation in conferences, and visibility on a global platform. They enrich the organization by bringing practical expertise and innovation to support UNWTO’s objectives.
Together, these three categories create a cooperative structure that brings together governments, regions, and business stakeholders to promote sustainable tourism development. Each membership category caters to different needs within the global tourism ecosystem while ensuring broad, inclusive participation in the organization’s mission.

2. Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?
A Full Member of the UNWTO is any sovereign state that meets specific criteria and procedures outlined by the organization’s statutes. These members are eligible to participate fully in the organization’s activities, policymaking, and governance.
Eligibility Requirements
To qualify as a Full Member:
1. The state must be a member of the United Nations, a specialized UN agency, or the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
2. The state must formally apply for membership and be accepted by a two-thirds majority vote of existing Full Members during a General Assembly session.
3. Once admitted, the member must adhere to the Statutes of the UNWTO and actively participate in its programs and initiatives.
Rights and Responsibilities
Full Members possess full voting rights in the General Assembly, which is the supreme decision-making body of UNWTO. They can propose initiatives, elect the Secretary-General, approve the organization’s budget, and host major UNWTO events. In return, member states commit to promoting tourism policies aligned with global sustainability standards and sharing accurate tourism data with the organization.
Full Members also enjoy access to UNWTO’s technical assistance, research, and capacity-building programs, which support tourism development, innovation, and crisis management. This membership enables governments to strengthen their national tourism strategies, align with international best practices, and engage in multilateral cooperation.
In essence, Full Membership is both a privilege and responsibility. It allows a country to influence the global tourism agenda while obligating it to uphold UNWTO’s principles of peace, cultural understanding, and sustainable development through tourism.

[image: ]
Tourism Law and Legislation
Assignment 1
07.01.2025













In no more than 500 words each explain: 

1- What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?

2- Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?
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