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1- What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?
The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) offers three distinct types of membership designed to engage a wide range of stakeholders in the global tourism sector. These categories are aimed at fostering collaboration and facilitating decision-making among countries, businesses, and other organizations involved in tourism. By including diverse members, the UNWTO seeks to enhance cooperation, share best practices, and promote sustainable tourism development worldwide. Each membership type serves a specific purpose, ensuring that all voices are heard in shaping the future of tourism.

Full Members are countries. They have the main rights and responsibilities in the organization. Full Members take part in the General Assembly, can vote, and can be elected to office. Their payments make up most of the UNWTO’s regular budget. There are now more than 150 Full Member States.

Associate Members: This category is for territories or groups that are not responsible for their international relations. An Associate Member must have the approval of the state responsible for its foreign affairs. Examples include autonomous regions, overseas territories, and similar entities (e.g., Hong Kong, China; Aruba; Flanders). They can participate in UNWTO activities and the General Assembly, but do not have voting rights or the right to hold elective office.
Affiliate Members: This category comprises a diverse network of non-governmental entities with a professional interest in tourism. It is a unique platform for public-private partnerships. Affiliate Members include:
· Private Sector: Travel companies, hotel chains, airlines, consultancies, and financial institutions.
· Educational & Research Institutions: Universities, tourism schools, and research centres.
· Non-Governmental Organizations: Tourism associations, professional bodies, and foundations.
· Local and Regional Governments: Tourism authorities from cities, provinces, or regions.
Affiliate Members have no voting rights in the General Assembly but participate in a dedicated Affiliate Members Department, as well as committees, working groups, and forums. They contribute expertise, foster networking, and help implement UNWTO programs on the ground.

In summary, the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) exhibits a multifaceted structure that embodies its dual role as both an intergovernmental organization and a global knowledge and cooperation network. This structure comprises Full Members and Associate Members, which represent the interests of sovereign states and their tourism policies, facilitating collaboration among governments to promote sustainable tourism development. Additionally, the UNWTO integrates Affiliate Members from various sectors of the tourism industry, including private enterprises, educational institutions, and non-governmental organizations. This diverse membership allows for the exchange of knowledge, innovative practices, and resources, thereby enhancing global tourism cooperation and fostering sector-wide development across different facets of the tourism landscape..


2- Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?
To be eligible for Full Membership in the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), an independent country must be recognized under international law. This requirement underscores the intergovernmental nature of UNWTO's framework, which operates as a specialized agency of the United Nations. The applicant state must demonstrate its ability to manage its own international relations independently while also possessing the capacity to fulfil the treaty obligations specified in the UNWTO .

Process of Admission:
1. Application: The interested state submits a formal application to the UNWTO Secretary-General.
2. Approval: Admission requires a decision by the UNWTO General Assembly, which is the organization's supreme governing body comprised of existing Full Members.
3. Majority Vote: The General Assembly approves new members with a simple majority vote, as long as two-thirds of Full Members are present to make a quorum.

Key Rights and Responsibilities:
Upon admission, the state becomes a Full Member with specific rights and duties:
· Right to vote in the General Assembly on all matters, including budgetary issues, strategic plans, and governance.
· Eligibility to serve on the Executive Council and hold elective office within UNWTO structures.
· Each Full Member must pay a yearly fee to the organization’s regular budget. The amount is based on the country’s economic capacity, similar to the UN’s assessment scale.
· Commitment to adhere to the principles and objectives of the UNWTO Statutes, working to promote sustainable, responsible, and universally accessible tourism.
In essence, a Full Member is a state that has formally acceded to the UNWTO's founding treaty and participates with full rights in steering global tourism policy. This membership underscores a country's commitment to international cooperation in tourism as a sector of economic development and cultural exchange.
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