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[bookmark: _Toc229404739]The Great Wall of China
The Great Wall of China is a world heritage site that was listed in the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1987, making it one of the most important cultural heritage sites in the world. The wall, built and expanded from the 3rd century BCE to the 17th century CE, symbolises Chinese military force, strategy, and architecture. It is many thousands of kilometres long and encompasses centuries of political, cultural and technological evolution.
[bookmark: _Toc229404740]Key Heritage Values
The Great Wall possesses outstanding historical, cultural and architectural values. It shows historically the military defence systems of successive Chinese dynasties used to protect territories and trade routes against invasion (Jiang et al., 2025). It is a symbol of China's nationality, perseverance and unity in Chinese culture. In terms of architecture, the wall is a tremendous feat of engineering for its size, design and the adaptation to the challenging mountainous terrain. It is also of social and symbolic significance as it is an internationally recognised symbol of Chinese heritage and human creativity.
[bookmark: _Toc229404741]Attributes Expressing Heritage Values
The wall has heritage values that are reflected in several attributes. These include watch towers, towers of defense, beacon towers, gates and defensive barriers of stone, brick and tamped earth. The wall's route over mountains, deserts and plains shows strategic military planning and engineering ability (Bai et al., 2024). Its place value is also supported by the surrounding cultural landscape, which is the influence of man-made constructions and nature. The traditional building methods, together with the local materials used in construction, add to the authenticity of the monument.
[bookmark: _Toc229404742]Authenticity and Integrity
Much of the original sections, materials, design elements and construction techniques are still preserved in the Great Wall and this is the reason that it still has a high level of authenticity. In some areas conservation is undertaken, but it is also accepted that some areas have been restored to promote the historical accuracy and cultural value.
Long and continuous stretches are still in existence and can be representative of its integrity as also all related military buildings. But some areas are still confronting risks from tourism, erosion, vandalism and urbanization (Kumar, 2022). Thus, sustainable conservation and management strategies are still necessary to safeguard the site's OUV.
[bookmark: _Toc229404743]Authenticity Beyond Material Originality: Ise Grand Shrine
The Ise Grand Shrine illustrates how authenticity in heritage does not have to involve original materials. Thirty years ago, the shrine was rebuilt, and because the cultural meaning, design, craftsmanship and the spiritual tradition were still ongoing, it was deemed to be authentic. Forster et al. (2018) noted that the Ise Shrine differs from conservation in the West in the emphasis placed on intangible heritage, including religious practice, carpentry knowledge, and involvement of the community. Traditional skills are passed on from one generation to the next and cultural identity is preserved over time in the rebuilding process. Authenticity, then, is not just continuity of the original construction materials, but continuity of traditions, functions and cultural significance.
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