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M03 – Fundamentals of Financial Accounting Assignment Guide 

Option 1: “Role of Financial Accounting in Business Decision-Making.” 

ABSTRACT 

 

Financial accounting is a pretty important activity in modern business organizations, because it 

provides financial details that support better decision-making, planning, and tracking. In this 

report, I will examine what financial accounting is doing for business decisions, plus I will evaluate 

how accounting information supports managers, investors, creditors, and other stakeholders in 

judging how well an organization is performing, and also if it appears financially steady or not. 

The main conversation includes the meaning, the aims, and the worth of financial accounting. It 

also touches on why financial statements, like the income statement, balance sheet, and cash flow 

statement, are crucial for reviewing profitability, liquidity, and the overall financial condition. 

 

This report it is based on secondary research, using academic books, journal articles, company 

annual reports, and the relevant accounting standards. To make it feel more relatable to real life it 

also pulls in business instances, for example Apple Inc., and Tesla Inc. to show how organizations 

use accounting information to support budgeting, forecasting, investment planning, and strategic 

choices. Beyond that the discussion looks at why ratio analysis of finances matters so much for 

judging organizational efficiency, and the overall business performance. 

 

The findings from this report suggest that financial accounting has a key role, in making things 

more transparent, more accountable and smoother for financial management within organizations. 

With dependable accounting data, businesses can take better decisions, bring in investors, handle 

risks carefully and stay on track for long run sustainability. In the end, the report says financial 

accounting is needed not only for legal requirements and reporting duties but it also works like a 

strategic tool that supports organizational growth, boosts profitability and strengthens a 

competitive edge. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Financial accounting is one of those key roles in any business organization, because it provides 

financial information that supports planning, control and decision making, like it is needed in 
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practice. In today’s very competitive business environment, organizations need accurate and 

reliable financial data to gauge performance, manage resources in an efficient way, and reach long 

term business goals. Basically, financial accounting helps a business track, arrange, combine, and 

communicate financial transactions in a systematic manner, so stakeholders can actually 

understand the economic position of an organization. It also makes the whole process feel more 

orderly, and that matters when decisions have to be made quickly. 

 

According to Attrill and McLaney (2022), financial accounting is about the process of preparing 

financial statements and, those statements show information about the financial performance and 

position of a business entity. Really, the main purpose of financial accounting is to deliver useful 

financial information to internal as well as external stakeholders, so they can make economic 

decisions. These stakeholders include not only managers and investors, but also creditors, 

employees, suppliers, government bodies and clients. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Meaning and Objectives of Financial Accounting 

 

Financial accounting is basically about recording, classifying, summarizing, and then reporting the 

financial activities of a business organization. It provides financial information for both inner 

participants and external stakeholders, so they are able to make decisions that feel informed. Most 

of the time, it also relies on standard accounting principles plus well-known reporting frameworks, 

so the results stay consistent dependable, and comparable across years as well as across different 

firms. As Attrill and McLaney (2022) describe, financial accounting aims to offer useful financial 

information regarding an organization’s results and also its financial standing, and this is meant 

for people outside the business too. 

 

One of the big objectives in financial accounting is to maintain systematic records of business 

transactions, all of them more or less, in a consistent way. When the journal entries are done 

accurately, organizations can keep track of revenues, expenses, assets and liabilities much more 

clearly. Also, financial accounting aims to build financial statements that really reflect the true 

financial standing and how well the organization performed overall. These statements then help 

stakeholders evaluate economic possibilities, or they are used when people decide to invest (Wild 

et al., 2023). 
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Another major goal is tied to accountability and openness within the organization. Investors and 

shareholders review the financial reports to judge how management operated, and to understand 

whether the firm resources are handled efficiently or not. Financial accounting also supports 

businesses in meeting legal duties, along with tax requirements that governments and other 

regulatory bodies set out (Brigham & Houston, 2021). 

 

Financial accounting is important for organizational success because it supports planning, control, 

and day to day decisions. Companies rely on accounting information to evaluate profitability, 

verify financial steadiness and measure operational effectiveness. In that way, financial accounting 

enables managers to identify what is functioning well, as well what is weaker within the 

organization, and then take corrective steps, when necessary, even if the picture is not immediately 

obvious. 

 

One of the big advantages, is improved decision making in practical terms. Managers read 

financial reports to shape budgets, estimate what happens next, hold a stricter watch on operating 

costs, and allocate resources more deliberately. Financial data also strengthens higher level choices 

such as growth, pricing strategies, investment directions, and choices about funding (Atrill & 

McLaney, 2022). 

 

Financial accounting is also very important for outside stakeholders. Investors check financial 

statements to spot possible investments, and to see how profitable an organization is, before they 

purchase shares, while banks, or other creditors, do a similar thing when they need to evaluate 

whether a business can repay a loan and continue meeting its financial duties. At the same time, 

government agencies lean on financial reports for taxes, plus to confirm regulatory adherence, 

(Weygandt et al., 2022). 

Beyond that, financial accounting helps comparability from one organization to another. With 

consistent accounting rules such as International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS), 

stakeholders can compare financial results from companies that operate in the same industry. This 

level of comparability improves investor trust and supports market efficiency to run more 

smoothly. 

 

Users of accounting information 
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Accounting information it’s useful for a lot of stakeholders, inside and outside. People that rely on 

it, depend on the financial reports, to figure out what to do next about investments, day to day 

operations, and also financial planning. 

 

Internal users 

 

For internal users, think managers employees, and the owners of the business. They tend to use the 

data in a more immediate way, not just for reports sitting in a folder. 

 

Managers use accounting information for planning organizing controlling, and decision making. 

They review the financial statements, to gauge profitability, keep an eye on costs, and boost 

operational efficiency. Budgeting together with forecasting gets built from the accounting data too, 

and it helps them set realistic targets. 

 

Employees use the accounting information to understand whether the organization is financially 

stable. When the financial results look strong, it can translate into more job stability, stronger salary 

growth, and clearer career pathways. 

 

Owners together with shareholders use those accounting reports to judge how well the business 

earns, and also to check what return on investment they’re getting. In a similar way, financial 

accounting helps owners see whether the organization, is really reaching its financial targets (Wild 

et al., 2023) 

 

External Users 
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External users usually include investors creditors, suppliers, customers, and government agencies 

depending on the situation 

 

Investors read the accounting numbers to measure company performance, and the probability of 

future expansion. The financial statements give them a base for deciding if a company is truly 

profitable and financially stable, before they commit capital 

 

Creditors, which includes banks, use the financial information to determine whether an 

organization can meet its obligations and pay back loans. Liquidity and solvency ratios often get 

applied, to evaluate how dependable the credit situation is 

 

Suppliers take a look at the financial statements before they grant trade credit to a business. Beyond 

that , customers might check financial information to see if an organization can be counted on for 

continual commercial dealings 

 

Government agencies lean on accounting reports for taxation, tracking, and broader compliance 

tasks. Regulatory bodies also ensure that companies prepare financial statements using accepted 

accounting standards and legal requirements (International Accounting Standards Board [IASB], 

2024). 

 

Role of financial statements in decision making 

 

Financial statements are basically the main output of financial accounting, they provide a window 

into financial performance, financial position, and cash movement in an organization. Usually, 

there are three key statements: the income statement, the balance sheet, and the cash flow statement 
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Income statement 

 

An income statement is for gauging the profitability of an organization over a chosen accounting 

period. It basically puts down revenues, expenses, and then that final net profit, or sometimes loss. 

Managers look at the income statement to see how things go on day-to-day basis, and to find spots 

where costs could be reduced a bit. 

 

Investors also rely on the income statement to assess how profitable the company is, and to imagine 

what future earnings might resemble. A business with consistent earnings is usually treated as 

financially sturdy, and also becomes more attractive for investing, reasons (Brigham & Houston, 

2021). 

 

Financial accounting is important because it helps improve transparency, accountability, and that 

overall financial discipline within an organization, you know. Companies depend on accounting 

data to get a real view of how profitable they are, to check cash movements, to review liquidity, 

and to sense possible financial hazards. A strong financial accounting framework also makes it 

easier to keep up with legal and regulatory expectations, like taxation rules, accounting standards 

and corporate reporting obligations. If financial accounting is not effective, then a business can 

wind up with weak financial oversight. Reports that are not quite right, and decisions that miss the 

main goal, because the information gets messy. 

 

A big role in financial accounting is, uh, getting financial statements prepared, like the income 

statement, balance sheet, and cash flow statement. These reports give handy information about 

revenues and outgoing expenses, assets , liabilities, and cash movements inside a company. 

Management people read the statements to check how well operations are moving and then decide 
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on the right strategy, though not in the exact same way every time. At the same time, investors and 

lenders lean on them to judge financial stability and the potential value for future investment. 

 

Additionally, financial accounting backs up a set of business choices, including budgeting, 

forecasting, investment evaluation, expansion planning, and performance review. Companies like 

Apple Inc. and Tesla Inc. 

 

This report is intended to examine how financial accounting actually feeds business decision-

making. It covers what financial accounting means, what its objectives are, and why it matters, 

and it also looks at how accounting information influences different stakeholder groups. After that, 

it reviews why financial statements are so critical, and it presents practical cases where 

organizations use accounting information for strategic guidance, planning, and day-to-day choices. 

 

Net Profit Margin Formula 

 

The net profit margin ratio measures how well a company turns sales into profit, it is a way to see 

what’s really left after expenses. When the ratio is higher, it usually indicates better profitability 

and steadier daily operations, which can be a good sign for investors too. 

 

Balance Sheet 

 

A balance sheet gives details on a company’s assets, liabilities and shareholders’ equity, at a 

specific day. It helps stakeholders estimate liquidity, solvency, and general financial stability, even 

when conditions change. 

 

A balance sheet matters because it shows whether the business has enough resources to meet its 

financial obligations. Investors, and creditors often rely on balance sheet info to assess the long-

term staying strength of the organization, (Weygandt et al., 2022). 

 

Accounting Equation 
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Assets = Liabilities + Equity 

 

This accounting relation is like the core of financial bookkeeping, and it also helps keep the records 

aligned so everything stays in step. 

 

Cash Flow Statement 

 

The cash flow statement shows the inflows and outflows of cash, from operating, investing, and 

financing activities. It also aids organizations in estimating liquidity and how well they orchestrate 

cash on a daily basis, not just in theory but in real timing. 

 

Profitability does not always equal firm liquidity, because a business might still face cash shortages 

even while earnings are being recognized. Therefore, cash flow statements are crucial when you 

want to see if there is enough cash available to pay for running costs and to meet debt obligations 

(Atrill & McLaney, 2022). 

 

Current Ratio Formula 

 

 

This current ratio indicates how capable the business is of settling short term liabilities with current 

assets. A higher ratio commonly reflects better liquidity, and it often points to more financial 

stability. 

 

Role of Financial Accounting in Business Decision-Making 

 



10 
 

 

 

 

Financial accounting helps with a lot of business decisions, like budgeting and predicting, 

investment analysis and then even strategy planning, in a way that managers can actually use in 

daily work. People who lead teams rely on the accounting information to assess financial 

performance, then decide where resources should be steered with more precision. 

 

For example, Apple Inc. leverages accounting insights to keep an eye on product profitability, 

helps keep day to day operating expenses in check, and weighs potential investments, while staying 

alert in a similar fashion, Tesla, Inc. leans on financial accounting data to review production 

efficiency, manage cash movements, and support longer run expansion plans that go past the 

immediate quarter, without losing sight of the bigger picture. 

 

Beyond that, financial accounting is also helpful for noticing risks early and catching opportunities 

before they turn into something that’s truly serious. Through ratio analysis, organizations can judge 

profitability, liquidity, and solvency, which then assists with financial planning, and day to day 

decisions. If accounting records stay accurate, businesses are able to select better options, and that 

supports steady organizational growth as well as long term sustainability. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

This study uses more of a secondary research approach; to look at how financial accounting really 

affects business decision making. With secondary research you lean on existing information, data 

that has already been published earlier by dependable sources, like textbooks, academic journals, 

company annual reports, formal financial statements, and the official accounting standards itself.  



11 
 

 

The main reason for choosing this type of research is that financial accounting stays largely 

theoretical, but it is also very driven by real figures. So, it is not hard to find reliable and published 

financial details. This path supports a careful talk about accounting principles, the overall structure 

and what appears in financial statements, and how real businesses are performing in practice, 

without needing to do primary data collection right away. 

 

The details in this report got pieced together from a mix of different sectors, like accounting 

textbooks such as Atrill and McLaney (2022), Wild et al, and a few other sources . (2023), and 

Brigham and Houston (2021). Also, some financial material from firms like Apple Inc., and Tesla, 

Inc. was used. This helps the explanations feel less abstract and more grounded in real practice, 

you know, more usable financial accounting. 

 

After that, the gathered information gets looked at from both qualitative and quantitative 

directions. The qualitative part is there to help clarify accounting concepts, the quiet assumptions 

behind them, and the part that stakeholders play. Meanwhile, the quantitative side supports 

interpretation through ratio analysis, and by reviewing the financial statements as they are. 

 

Besides, a comparative view is used to check performance patterns, and how well decisions seem 

to play out across different organizations. In the end it highlights how financial accounting 

information can influence strategic choices, such as investment planning, cost control efforts, and 

steps taken to enhance profitability. 

 

Overall, the methodology makes sure the study is based on credible, relevant and well-established 

financial info, so the findings stay reliable and academically valid. It’s like a small safeguard really, 

keeping everything grounded in information that matters, not random sources. 

 

FINDINGS 

 

The analysis of financial accounting shows it has a crucial function in helping business choices, 

mostly because it gives dependable financial information. You can see this through the usual 

financial statements, like the income statement, balance sheet, and the cash flow statement. 
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Together they help organizations judge how well they are doing, keep a closer grip on expenses 

and costs, and think ahead about what to do next for strategies and planning. 

 

This kind of financial accounting information is used a lot by managers, investors, and creditors, 

when they need to decide something with more confidence. Managers look at the numbers for 

budgeting, predicting what might happen, and also checking performance. Investors then study 

profitability and whether growth looks realistic. Meanwhile creditors, they lean on financial 

reports to decide if the business can repay loans and handle its financial responsibilities, without 

slipping. 

 

A realistic example is Apple Inc. It uses financial accounting records to keep track of performance, 

improve operational efficiency, and also make more deliberate investment decisions. 

 

1. Revenue Analysis 

Revenue trends show the overall sales performance of a company over time. 

 

 

 

The graph shows that Apple’s income stayed rather steady, with a small dip in 2023, then it climbed 

during 2024. It seems to indicate a patient customer interest, and also a comeback in sales results. 

When revenue continues to be steady, it makes their planning decisions, and future budgeting, 

more reliable. 
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2. Profitability Analysis 

Profitability indicates how efficiently a company generates earnings from its operations. 

 

 

 

In 2023 the net profit falls a little, then during 2024 it rose sharply. This odd pattern indicates better 

cost handling and smoother operational efficiency, like things were managed better in between. 

 

3. Cash Flow, Analysis stuff 

 

Cash flow is very important, for keeping day to day operations running and for having liquidity on 

hand. 
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Interpretation: 

 

Looking at the cash flow trend, there is a dip in 2023, and then a strong bounce back in 2024. That 

suggests Apple kept enough liquidity, to keep operations going and also to back investments, which 

helps overall financial stability. 

 

4. Liquidity Analysis 

 

Liquidity is basically how well a company can cover short-term liabilities. 

 

 

 

Interpretation: 

 

The current ratio seems to edge up from 2022 through 2024. Even if Apple runs with a relatively 

low liquidity ratio, that upward direction hints at better short-term financial sturdiness. 

 

5. Importance of Financial Statements in Decision Making 

 

Financial statements are the core output of financial accounting; they play a vital role in how 

people make business choices. They provide structured and reliable financial data about a company 
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performance, and its financial position , as well as the cash flow situation. In practice, there are 

three main documents the income statement, the balance sheet, and the cash flow statement, and 

each one supports stakeholders when they need to make well founded economic decisions. 

 

The income statement matters because it reflects the profitability of a business over a specific 

period. It helps managers see whether the company is bringing in enough revenue to cover 

expenses, and still generate profit. Investors review it to evaluate earning power and possible future 

growth, while management uses it to monitor costs more closely and refine operational efficiency 

in daily work. 

 

The balance sheet is equally important, because it gives this little snapshot of a company’s financial 

stance at one particular time, not some vague period. basically, it tells you what the company owns 

(assets), what it owes (liabilities), and then the shareholders equity part. This data is key for judging 

liquidity, solvency, and overall financial sturdiness. crediting people, also investors, lean on the 

balance sheet a lot before they make any lending, or investment decision, even if the story in the 

headlines looks confident. 

 

Then there is the cash flow statement, it matters just as much, because it shows the actual 

movement of cash inside the business, not only accounting results. It outlines where cash comes 

from, through operating activities and investing activities, and it also describes what happens in 

financing activities. This is important since a company might look profitable on paper, but still be 

short of cash. so when you do cash flow analysis, it helps confirm the organization can truly 

manage liquidity and meet near term obligations. 

 

Overall financial statements help with decision making by offering clarity, lowering uncertainty, 

and making financial analysis a bit more solid. They also help stakeholders check earlier results, 

understand the current fiscal picture, and predict what might happen next. In that way, financial 

statements are essential instruments for budget planning, investment decisions, credit evaluation, 

and wider business strategy organizing. 

 

6. The Role of Financial Ratios in Decision-Making 

 

Financial ratios are basically analytical tools, that show up in financial accounting and they are 

used to interpret and evaluate a company’s financial performance. They take complicated figures 
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from the financial statements and reduce them into clearer indicators, so managers investors, and 

also creditors can make more considered decisions. Usually these ratios focus on profitability, 

liquidity, efficiency and even financial risk. 

 

A key category here is liquidity ratios, for example the current ratio. Liquidity ratios kind of help 

us see how a company can manage its short-term financial obligations. If the current ratio is on the 

higher side, it often indicates better liquidity and more solid near-term financial stability. This kind 

of stability really comes up when creditors and suppliers evaluate credit risk, because they want 

assurance it will pay on time. 

 

Then there are profitability ratios, like the net profit margin, which basically shows how well 

revenue gets turned into profit, in other words how “effective” the business is. When the profit 

margin rises, it usually suggests costs are controlled with more discipline, and day to day 

operations are running strong. Investors also monitor these profitability metrics closely, to judge 

whether the company can keep generating durable returns over time. 

 

Also, there are solvency ratios, for instance the debt-to-equity ratio, that show longer-term 

financial exposure. These numbers basically tell you how much debt a company is leaning on, 

compared to its equity. When the ratio is higher, it can suggest more financial risk. When the ratio 

is lower, then it often points to a steadier financial condition, in general. 

 

Financial ratios matter a lot because they make it possible to compare results across time and also 

between companies in the same industry. With them, stakeholders can spot financially strong 

points and weak spots, and they can back strategic choices like choosing investments, deciding on 

lending, and evaluating internal performance. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

The results in this study shows that financial accounting plays a major role in improving business 

decision making, by giving accurate timely and helpful financial information. You can notice that 

financial accounting does more than just record what happens. It also supports strategic planning, 

checking outcomes, and dealing with uncertainty inside organizations. 
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One important advantage of financial accounting is that it strengthens openness and responsibility. 

When organizations crank out financial statements that are comparable, stakeholders end up with 

reliable financial data, and it helps them make decisions more easily. That helps build confidence 

among investors, lenders, and regulatory agencies, and this matters a lot for long term business 

survival. 

 

Still, financial accounting has a few limitations, and honestly it can get a bit tricky. Most financial 

statements lean on historical data, so the numbers might not really show what is going on right 

now in the market, or what could happen later. Therefore, if managers rely only on those reports, 

the picture of overall business performance may be incomplete, or at the minimum not fully aligned 

with what is actually real. 

 

Another key point is that financial accounting is fairly dependent on accounting standards, for 

instance IFRS. These standards do help with cross-company comparability and steady 

presentation, but they also can make financial reporting more complex and a lot slower. So 

organizations need to keep close watch on compliance, otherwise misstatements, and regulatory 

problems could become a real headache. 

 

The study also points out that modern businesses lean on financial ratios and some separate 

analysis tools to make sense of accounting data in a practical way. For instance, companies like 

Apple Inc. do not only rely on financial information for statement purposes, they also put it to 

work when planning moves strategically, including investment planning cost control, and even the 

expansion strategy talks. 

 

In addition, technical improvements such as accounting software along with automated reporting, 

mechanisms make financial accounting more efficient and precise. These instruments reduce 

human errors, and let the numbers come out faster, which then supports decision-making that is 

both better and quicker, for leadership. 

 

But even with those perks, ethical worries still sit right at the middle of financial accounting. Stuff 

like fraud, financial statement tampering, and partial disclosure can quietly mislead stakeholders, 

and that in turn pushes weaker choices. Ethical conduct, put together with sturdy corporate 

governance routine, is vitally important so the financial information keeps being dependable, and 

not slippery or flexible in a strange way. 
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Generally, financial accounting works like a strong tool for business decisions, yet its usefulness 

leans on accuracy, openness, principled disclosure and also the proper interpretational approach 

for financial data. 

 

Financial ratios boost how useful financial statements are, because they give more deep insight 

into business performance. In practice they matter a lot for financial analysis and they are used 

often for planning, forecasting, and also for assessing the monetary well-being of an organization. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Financial accounting plays a vital role in helping businesses make choices, because it provides 

dependable, organized, and meaningful financial information. It enables organizations to record, 

summarize, and present financial transactions through financial statements, such as the income 

statement, balance sheet, and cash flow statement. These papers are essential tools used to judge 

profitability, the overall financial position, and liquidity. 

 

This study also indicates that financial accounting matters for both internal stakeholders, and 

external ones. Managers lean on the accounting information for arranging activities, supervising 

expenses, and selecting strategic directions. Investors rely on financial reports to guesstimate 

earnings strength and where future expansion might go, while creditors check those same reports 

for creditworthiness, and also for a more stable economic state. This shows that financial 

accounting sits at the center of effective economic decision-making. 

 

Also, financial ratios end up being a big deal for streamlining financial data, then, giving a bit 

more clarity about how the business is actually doing. Liquidity, profitability, and solvency ratios, 

for instance, let stakeholders see both the strong points and the fragile areas of the organization. It, 

in turn, boosts the standard of decision-making, while giving support to long-range financial 

planning. 

 

Looking at real-world cases like Apple Inc. helps explain it. Modern businesses really rely on 

financial accounting information to steer investment choices, keep spending under control and 

improve operational efficiency. This makes the practical value of accounting hard to ignore in 

today’s competitive marketplace and honestly it feels pretty unavoidable. 
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Even so, this study also acknowledges some limits, like there are things that are not fully captured, 

and that matter a bit. Financial accounting leans heavily on historical records, so it may not fully 

capture future uncertainty. Because of that, pairing financial accounting with other management 

instruments is essential, so decisions become more solid, and better aligned with what might come 

next. 

 

Overall, financial accounting is not only a reporting function, but it also works as a strategic 

instrument in practical terms, supporting business growth. It helps with transparency in a more 

grounded way, and it strengthens decision-making effectiveness. If organizations leverage 

financial accounting well, they end up being better situated to reach financial steadiness, and to 

secure long-term success. 
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