
[image: ]
Cultural Heritage Management
Assignment 8
Student Name:
Student ID: 

Table of Contents
1. The Role of Attribute Listing in Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA)	2
2. Heritage Site: Palace of Westminster and Westminster Abbey	2
List of Attributes	2
Classification of Attributes	4
Heritage Significance	4
Reference List	6



[bookmark: _Toc232869619]1. The Role of Attribute Listing in Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA)
Attribute listing is an intrinsic part of Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) since it determines the tangible and intangible features, which express the meaning of a heritage site and its Outstanding Universal Value (OUV). Attributes can be architectural works, historic landscapes, materials, cultural traditions, spatial relationships, and symbolic meanings. Through the systematic description of these attributes, the heritage professionals are able to have a clear understanding of what is significant about a site and what needs to be conserved against possible threats. The UNESCO directions point out that the impacts of a development project must be evaluated in relation to the qualities that define the values of a heritage site (UNESCO World Heritage Centre, 2026a).
The attribute listing will help protect, manage, and preserve heritage sites since it will help make informed decisions. It allows practitioners to consider direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of proposed developments, focus on conservation efforts, and track changes in the condition of a site over time (Lin et al., 2025). Also, attribute lists complement management plans, legal protection frameworks, and stakeholder engagement by detailing the features to be protected. Based on this, attribute listing supports the process of development-conservation balance-making without undermining the authenticity, integrity, or long-term preservation of heritage sites.
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	No.
	Attribute

	1
	Gothic Revival architecture

	2
	Elizabeth Tower (Big Ben)

	3
	House of Commons Chamber

	4
	House of Lords Chamber

	5
	Westminster Hall

	6
	Westminster Abbey

	7
	Coronation Chair

	8
	Medieval stonework and craftsmanship

	9
	River Thames setting

	10
	Parliamentary traditions and ceremonies
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	Category
	Attributes

	Architectural Attributes
	Gothic Revival architecture; Elizabeth Tower (Big Ben); House of Commons Chamber; House of Lords Chamber; Westminster Hall; Medieval stonework and craftsmanship

	Historical Attributes
	Westminster Abbey; Coronation Chair; Historic role in British governance and monarchy

	Cultural & Intangible Attributes
	Parliamentary traditions and ceremonies; Royal coronation ceremonies; National identity and symbolism

	Landscape & Setting Attributes
	River Thames setting; Historic relationship with central London
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The Palace of Westminster and Westminster Abbey have outstanding heritage values, given the fact that they embody the evolution of the constitutional government, monarchy, religion, and architecture in the United Kingdom. They highlight their architectural characteristics, such as Elizabeth Tower, Gothic Revival design, and Westminster Hall, which are examples of exquisite workmanship and architecture (UNESCO World Heritage Centre, 2026b). They have a long history of political history and 900 years of evolution of parliamentary democracy (UK Parliament, 2020). The site has been given a continuous living meaning since 1066 by the site hosting royal coronations at Westminster Abbey, as well as by the Palace of Westminster being the heart of the UK parliament. The River Thames environment adds to the visual and historical description of the property. These features collectively demonstrate the Outstanding Universal Value of the site as they show how British rule, monarchy, religion, and elevated architecture have evolved. Their preservation is essential for maintaining the site's authenticity, integrity, and global significance as a World Heritage Site.
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