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In no more than 500 words, each explain and 2-4 references:



1- Define cultural heritage. How do international organizations such as UNESCO conceptualize heritage?

2- Differentiate between:
Tangible heritage
Intangible heritage



















1. Cultural Heritage and UNESCO Perspective
Cultural heritage can be understood as the collective legacy of traditions, objects, and values that societies inherit from previous generations and preserve for the future. It includes both physical artifacts and non-material cultural expressions that shape identity and continuity within communities (Harrison, 2013).
UNESCO conceptualizes cultural heritage through an evolving and inclusive framework. Initially, the 1972 World Heritage Convention focused mainly on tangible heritage such as monuments, buildings, and archaeological sites of outstanding universal value. However, the organization later expanded its definition to include intangible cultural heritage, recognizing practices, traditions, languages, and knowledge systems as equally important (UNESCO, 2003).
This broader understanding reflects a shift from viewing heritage as static objects to recognizing it as a living process. UNESCO emphasizes that heritage is continuously recreated by communities and plays a key role in maintaining cultural diversity and social cohesion (Logan et al., 2016).
Additionally, UNESCO promotes safeguarding strategies that involve local communities, ensuring that heritage remains relevant and sustainable. This approach highlights the importance of participation, transmission, and adaptation rather than mere preservation.


2. Tangible vs Intangible Heritage
Tangible and intangible heritage represent two fundamental categories within cultural heritage, differing mainly in their physical nature and methods of preservation.
Tangible heritage refers to material culture, including buildings, monuments, artifacts, and historical sites. These are concrete and can be physically preserved through restoration and conservation techniques. Examples include castles, temples, and museum collections (Pendlebury, 2013).
On the other hand, intangible heritage includes non-material cultural elements such as oral traditions, performing arts, rituals, and traditional craftsmanship. These forms of heritage exist through practice and are transmitted from generation to generation (Lenzerini, 2011).
A major distinction lies in their sustainability. Tangible heritage can endure over time if properly conserved, whereas intangible heritage is more fragile because it depends on human participation. Without continuous practice, it can easily disappear.
Furthermore, intangible heritage often provides meaning to tangible heritage. For instance, a historic site may hold little significance without the cultural practices and beliefs associated with it. Therefore, both forms are interconnected and essential for a complete understanding of culture.
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