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Subsidiary Bodies in International Tourism Governance and the Manila Declaration on World Tourism
International tourism governance relies on structured institutions to guide policy, coordination, and sustainable development. Within this framework, the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) plays a central role. Two important aspects of UNWTO’s contribution to global tourism governance are its subsidiary bodies and landmark policy instruments such as the Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980).
Subsidiary Bodies in International Tourism Governance
Subsidiary bodies are specialized organs created by an international organization to assist in carrying out its functions. In international tourism governance, subsidiary bodies support policy formulation, implementation, and coordination across different levels and regions. Within the UNWTO, these bodies operate under the authority of the General Assembly and the Executive Council.
UNWTO subsidiary bodies include the Executive Council, Regional Commissions, and various specialized committees and working groups. Regional Commissions represent different parts of the world—such as Africa, Europe, and Asia and the Pacific—ensuring that regional tourism challenges and priorities are addressed. Specialized committees focus on areas such as tourism ethics, sustainability, statistics, education, and crisis management.
The general role of subsidiary bodies within the UNWTO is to enhance effective global tourism governance. They provide technical expertise, policy advice, and platforms for cooperation among member states. From a tourism management perspective, these bodies help governments develop sustainable tourism policies, improve destination management, and respond to emerging challenges such as climate change and tourism crises. 
The Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980)
The Manila Declaration on World Tourism was adopted in 1980 during the World Tourism Conference held in Manila, Philippines, under the auspices of the World Tourism Organization. The declaration is regarded as a milestone in international tourism policy because it redefined the role and purpose of tourism in global development.
The declaration recognized tourism as a fundamental human activity linked to the right to rest, leisure, and freedom of movement. It emphasized that tourism is not only an economic activity but also a social, cultural, and educational force that promotes peace, mutual understanding, and respect among nations. The Manila Declaration also highlighted the responsibility of governments to plan and manage tourism development in a way that protects the environment, preserves cultural heritage, and benefits host communities.
The Manila Declaration is considered a milestone because it shifted tourism policy from a narrow economic focus to a more holistic and ethical approach. It laid the foundation for later concepts such as sustainable tourism, responsible tourism, and the Global Code of Ethics.
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