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Historical Background

• Turkey's history spans thousands of years, 
beginning with ancient civilizations like the 
Hittites, Phrygians, and Lydians. It was part of 
the Roman and Byzantine Empires, and later 
became the heart of the Ottoman Empire. 
Modern Turkey was founded in 1923 by 
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk after the fall of the 
Ottoman Empire.



Cultural Features – Overview

• Turkey's culture is a rich blend of East and 
West. It reflects a fusion of Islamic traditions 
and secular values. The country is 
predominantly Muslim, but highly diverse in 
language, music, dance, and art.



Festivals & Celebrations

• Important festivals include Republic Day (Oct 
29), Victory Day (Aug 30), and religious 
festivals like Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha. Local 
celebrations like the Whirling Dervishes 
Festival in Konya showcase spiritual heritage 
and Sufi traditions.



Customs and Habits

• Hospitality is a cornerstone of Turkish culture. 
Guests are treated with generosity. Tea (çay) is 
offered as a sign of welcome, and family 
gatherings are important in daily life.



Historical & Archaeological Sites

• Turkey is home to numerous historical sites, 
including:

• • Hagia Sophia and Blue Mosque in Istanbul
• • Ruins of Ephesus
• • Göbekli Tepe – the world's oldest temple
• • Troy and Pamukkale
• • Cappadocia’s cave dwellings and fairy 

chimneys



Importance in Tourism 
Development

• Tourism is a vital sector for Turkey's economy. 
The country attracts millions due to its unique 
location bridging Europe and Asia. Investment 
in tourism infrastructure has increased, 
promoting year-round tourism.



Annual Tourist Numbers

• In 2023, Turkey welcomed approximately 49 
million international tourists. Top visiting 
nationalities included Russians, Germans, and 
Britons. Istanbul and Antalya are the most 
visited cities.



Tourist Activities & Entertainment

• Popular activities include:
• • Sightseeing in Istanbul
• • Hot air balloon rides in Cappadocia
• • Beach holidays in Antalya
• • Skiing in Uludağ
• • Exploring ancient ruins and mosques
• • Turkish baths (hamams) and shopping in 

bazaars



Conclusion

• Turkey stands out as a culturally rich and 
historically significant destination. Its blend of 
ancient heritage, warm hospitality, and modern 
attractions make it a top choice for global 
tourists. As a bridge between continents, it 
continues to inspire and attract millions every 
year.


