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1. Introduction

Pashupatinath Temple, located on the eastern side of Kathmandu on the banks of
the sacred Bagmati River, is one of the most significant Hindu religious sites in the
world. Dedicated to Lord Shiva, the temple serves as a spiritual, cultural, and social
centre that has existed for more than 1500 years. The temple complex reflects the
religious heritage and architectural excellence of ancient Nepal, particularly during
the Licchavi and Malla periods.

Pashupatinath Temple was officially inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
1979 as part of the Kathmandu Valley listing. Its inscription recognizes its
extraordinary religious traditions, architectural beauty, and the value it contributes
to global cultural heritage.

2. Outstanding Universal Value (OUV)

2.1 Exceptional Religious and Cultural Significance

Pashupatinath Temple holds immense importance for millions of Hindus worldwide.
As one of the primary pilgrimage centres dedicated to Lord Shiva, it forms a crucial
part of the Shaivite spiritual circuit. The sacred linga housed in the main sanctum is
believed to be one of the oldest Shiva lingas, giving the temple deep religious
relevance. Rituals, cremation practices, and festivals performed at this site have
continued for centuries, highlighting its importance as a living cultural and spiritual
centre.



2.2 Architectural Distinctiveness

The temple is a remarkable example of traditional Nepali pagoda-style architecture.
It features a two-tiered golden roof, intricately carved wooden rafters, and silver-
plated doors. Surrounding the main shrine are hundreds of temples, ashrams, and
rest houses built at different historical periods. These structures collectively
represent the evolution of Nepal’s Hindu art and architecture, reinforcing the site’s
cultural and aesthetic value.

2.3 Living Cultural Landscape

Pashupatinath stands as a vibrant living heritage site. Daily rituals performed by
priests, cremation ceremonies at the ghats, the presence of sadhus, and continuous
spiritual activities reflect traditions that remain unchanged for centuries. This
combination of tangible and intangible heritage reinforces the temple’s universal
value and its continued relevance in the modern world.

3. Criteria for Inscription

Pashupatinath Temple satisfies several UNESCO World Heritage inscription criteria.
The most relevant include:

Criterion (iii): Exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition

The temple is a central place of Shaivite worship, representing long-standing
religious traditions linked to Lord Shiva. Rituals such as aarati, puja, cremations, and
festival celebrations have persisted for generations, making it a living testimony to
Nepal’s Hindu culture.

Criterion (iv): Outstanding example of architectural typology

The temple’s pagoda-style structure, wooden carvings, stone sculptures, and golden
roof showcase the highest level of traditional Newari craftsmanship. The complex
highlights important architectural developments in the Kathmandu Valley and South
Asia.

Criterion (v): Association with living beliefs and traditions
Pashupatinath is directly connected to Hindu religious beliefs, mythologies, and

pilgrimage practices. Festivals like Maha Shivaratri, Teej, and Bala Chaturdashi
demonstrate the site’s continuous cultural importance.



Justification of the Criteria

The temple continues functioning as a major religious centre with uninterrupted
worship traditions. Its architecture preserves Nepal’s historical craftsmanship and
artistic identity. Its deep association with Hindu beliefs and sacred geography
supports its global cultural value.

4. Authenticity and Integrity of the Site

4.1 Authenticity

Pashupatinath maintains its authenticity through:

Architectural originality: The temple retains its traditional design, materials, and
craftsmanship.

Religious functions: Daily rituals, cremations, and festivals continue as they have
for centuries.

Cultural practices: Use of traditional materials and techniques during
restoration work ensures authenticity.

4.2 Integrity

The temple complex maintains structural and cultural integrity due to:
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Cultural landscape preservation: Temples, ghats, riverbanks, and the
Sleshmantak Forest form a unified sacred environment.

Functionality: The site continues to operate as a pilgrimage and cremation
ground, preserving its living heritage.

Buffer zone management: The extended area protects surrounding forests,
shrines, and the natural environment.

However, the integrity remains threatened due to pollution, urban expansion,
unmanaged tourism, and structural aging.



5. Conservation Strategy

5.1 Main Threats and Risks:

>

Pollution of the Bagmati River

Untreated sewage discharge, waste dumping, and reduced water flow threaten
the sanctity and environment of the site.

Overcrowding during festivals

High visitor pressure, especially during Maha Shivaratri, causes structural
damage and waste accumulation.

Urban encroachment

Unplanned constructions distort the cultural setting and sacred landscape.
Structural deterioration

Weathering, termite damage, and ageing of wooden structures weaken temples
and shrines.

Unregulated commercial activities

Vendors and unmanaged tourism create visual pollution and disturb the spiritual
atmosphere.

5.2 Risk Factor Matrix

Threat Likelihood Impact Priority
River pollution High High Very High
Overcrowding High Medium High
Urban encroachment Medium High High
Structural decay Medium Medium Medium
Commercial activities High Medium High

5.3 Mitigation Actions

1. River Management and Pollution Control:

€ Establish upstream sewage treatment systems.
€ Strengthen Bagmati clean-up programmes.

*

Increase water flow through sustainable river conservation policies.



2. Visitor Management
€ Introduce crowd-control mechanisms during peak seasons.

€ Use queue management or e-ticketing systems for orderly visitation.
€ Develop clear pathway routes to minimize congestion.

3. Protection of the Sacred Landscape

® Enforce strict zoning regulations to prevent unplanned urban development.
® Expand and protect the buffer zone around the temple.

® Restore forested areas and riverbanks.

4. Structural Conservation

® Use traditional materials and expertise for restoration work.

® Conduct regular maintenance of roofs, wooden elements, and carvings.
® Digitally document architectural features for future preservation.

5. Sustainable Tourism and Waste Management
® Regulate shops and vendors to maintain cleanliness.

® Improve waste collection, especially during festivals.
® Educate tourists and pilgrims about respecting the sacred environment.

6. Conclusion

Pashupatinath Temple is a vital symbol of Nepal’s religious, cultural, and artistic
heritage. Its architectural brilliance, spiritual importance, and continuous cultural

traditions demonstrate its global significance and justify its inscription as a UNESCO

World Heritage Site. However, the temple faces several conservation challenges,
including pollution, overcrowding, and urban encroachment.

Effective management strategies—such as river restoration, visitor regulation,

landscape protection, and sustainable tourism practices—are crucial for preserving

the temple’s Outstanding Universal Value (OUV). Protecting Pashupatinath is
essential not only for Nepal but for future generations worldwide who value its
historical, spiritual, and cultural significance.
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