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There are important reasons to save the world's cultural and natural heritage, and heritage sites have a big part to play. Within in an increasing globalized framework, World Heritage Sites (WHS) are more and more important perspectives of developing tourism action upon sustainability. One such site, listed as an WHS in 1987, is the Great Wall of China (including the Ming Dynasty wall), which ‘continues to be a subject and location for understanding the relationships among culture, tourism and conservation’. Why The Great Wall Was Listed In World Heritage List As known, for heritage management, our “Gift to the World” was not only recognizing its Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) but also challenges about tourism sustainable management. This report will explain its OUV, reasoning on inscription, authenticity and integrity of Aur, conservation methods adopted, threats and risk to Aur as well as management measures.
[bookmark: _Toc213681772]Outstanding Universal Value (OUV)
The Great Wall of China, China The Great Wall of China is a series of fortifications made of stone, brick tamped earth, wood, and other materials. Its OUV is largely based on architectural creativity, cultural symbolism and historical significance. The Wall alludes to the wall in China, raised to resist invading forces (Van der Zee, 2024). Aside from being the dominion of military gateway, it also witnessed the history of social and cultural integration among ancient China. Still surviving, a reflection on other culture has suffered from the years of abrasion and time (Zhang, 2025).
The outstanding natural values of the Wall add to its OUV through its representation of forms in nature on a landscape scale in northern China. The Great Walls penetrate several ecological zones, from montane to plain region, and provide an interface towards the human–wildland (Jia et al., 2025). The relationships between its natural and cultural values are so intertwined that their inherent international significance is emphasized (and thus to address to all the peoples of the world) with one common story: tell us how man lived off and influenced nature.
[bookmark: _Toc213681773]Criteria for Inscription
Criterion (i): The Great Wall of China met the conditions of criteria (i), (ii) and (iv) from the UNESCO World Heritage Convention.
· Criterion (i): The site is a masterpiece of human creative genius. The diversity of design, the success in constructing each different boat and the fact that a wide range of materials were used are evidence to demonstrate human ingenuity and talents for 1300-400 BC ancient China. By virtue of its length and strategic location, it has served as an example for such engineering marvels--won ders that have inspired generations of architects and engi neers all over the continent (Geçikli et al., 2024).
· Criterion (ii): The property exhibits an important interchange of human values, over a time period or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture or technology. It led to the mature of Chinese structures and war tactics developing over thousands of years. (Hu, 2022) The long-term influence on culture and technology makes it one among the great marvels in human history.
· Criterion (iii): The Wall is an exceptional reflection of a significant stage in human history. It is a testament to the military building arts and defense works which, as a prominent part of China defensive system for 2 millennia, contributed to balance on this part of the frontiers Kapari-(Kordej-De Villa, 2021).
The grand wall meets all these criteria, not only as a technical and architectural achievement but also because of the cultural aspect which gives it its universal character with regard to heritage.
[bookmark: _Toc213681774]The Authenticity and Integrity of the Site
The Great Wall is a real manifestation of the traditional Chinese military construction technology. Even if to a maximum extent local or environmental impacts, with respect to current human induced degradation (Shnyparkov 2015), natural deterioration is typical for any long aged manmade stone structure that became its victimRamazanova 2024.Notwithstanding that much of the wall disintegrated throughout time and others were just (partially) looted as consequence of both environmental and anthropogenic factors, several are in good state to keep their historical value. Authentication for these sections is based on archaeology study that restoration should even follow the original construction ways and material to keep the historical truthfulness (Rachmawati et al., 2024).
But the site is being threatened from all directions. In other areas commercialisation and touristification have done irreparable damage. The building of roads and hotels, etc., in addition to other buildings has obscured the actual position of the Wall that deprives its historical significance. Furthermore, the natural erosion and climate change have caused deterioration of key sectors (Silva 2025). Despite these problems, there are some conservation initiatives in use to protect both disturbed and sensitive patches with traditional management practices (Nguyen, 2024).
[bookmark: _Toc213681775]Conservation Strategy
A proper protection programme for the Great Wall should also cover prevention and active restoration. Preventative operations have been undertaken to form ‘shock absorbers’ around sensitive zones and for the restriction of tourist entry into extremely sensitive; they have generally upheld strong law enforcement towards illegal construction or destruction (Zhang 2025). By contrast, active restoration is the process of peeling back the layers of history and restoring a building to how it was at a particular moment in its past. Furthermore, drone survey and 3D scanning are also used for condition detection on site so as to assist in decision-making (Jia et al., 2025). 
And collaboration with the government and local communities is crucial. When residents are involved in maintenance and upkeep of heritage sites, they take more ownership over the places and have a shared interest with others about its continued well‑being; thus sustaining their own actions toward conservation (Kordej‑De Villa, 2021). This collaborative approach means that heritage and tourism can peacefully coexist, allowing the site of historical significance to contribute in a sustainable manner to local communities.
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Over-tourism, environmental decay and bad management bore the greatest threats to all of the China’s Great Wall sustainability. Some of the physical pressures of over-tourism are irretrievable damages to the wall structure due to both intensive uses and walking on it or transport network constructed for addressing touristically demands (Geçikli et al., 2024). Additionally, pollution by the industrial development's close vicinity and climate change have also contributed to regional damage of natural surroundings to the Wall weakening it even further (Van der Zee, 2024).
Construction pressure is another major threat. The demand for tourist services, as well as housing next to the Wall has brought about illegal buildings in its surrounding area, and threated not only visual aspects but also its physical structure by diminishing it. (Silva 2025). What is more, some sections of the Great Wall have been improperly renovated: they have been supplemented by new materials that destroyed their original features (Hu.发布15，2022).
[bookmark: _Toc213681777]Risk Factor Matrix
A risk factor matrix can be applied to evaluate likelihood and impact of each threat. This matrix measures How likely each threat Is that it would take place, and how big impact it might lead to. Over-tourism has a high likelihood and severity risk due to the immediate impact on physical condition (Rachmawati et al., 2024). If Environmental damage will be sustainable and risk factor may on high tier and is also be possible to reduce such type of possibility increased awareness. Pressures caused by construction are considered as high in frequency and low to medium risk of high impact leading to irreversible loss of the main features of the Wall (Zhang, 2025).
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People can do several things to mitigate these risks. One way of minimizing damage to popular sections of the Wall is to limit numbers and impose visiting hours. And, with digital technologies such as virtual visiting the physical burden on site may be eased while still target towards global audiences (Jia et al.
A second key task should be the adoption of tougher environmental standards, to reduce pollution and ameliorate the impact of global warming.” “Sustainability in tourism: Reducing the environmental impact” could deliver, for instance, sustainable tourism promotion and local natural education activities as project (Ramazanova, 2024). Lastly, community involvement in local conservation work should be encouraged. This only gives people the feeling of being a part of and pride, but does guarantee that after all they will make sure that it continue to function in them (Nguyen: 2024).
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Great Wall of China is nothing but a wonder by man which has very unique historical, cultural and cantilever value. That it has been admitted ‘into UNESCO’s list of wordwide heritage inscription’ attests to its global importance. While over-tourism and earth pollution pose significant threats to the monument, conservation measures and sustainable management are giving hope that this iconic structure would continue to stride centuries later. Sustainable protection is critical to preserve the OUV of the Wall so that our grandchildren have an opportunity to enjoy and experience what tourism has brought in prosperity to this amazing historical site. The Great Wall still stands, standing for perseverance, we must protect this essence of human wisdom and creation.
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