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In no more than 500 words each explain: 

1- What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?

2- Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?






















1. What Are the Different Types of Membership in UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)?

The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) has established a structured membership system to ensure inclusive participation in global tourism governance. The organisation recognises three main types of membership: Full Members, Associate Members, and Affiliate Members.

Full Members consist of sovereign states that are members of the United Nations or its specialised agencies. These members enjoy full voting rights within the UNWTO General Assembly and have the authority to participate in decision-making processes related to tourism policies, regulations, and strategic frameworks. Full Members play a key role in shaping international tourism standards, including sustainability initiatives and ethical tourism practices (UNWTO, 2023).

Associate Members are non-sovereign territories or regions that have responsibility for tourism affairs but do not independently manage foreign relations. These territories may include autonomous regions or dependent territories linked to a sovereign state. Although Associate Members can participate in UNWTO meetings and technical programmes, they do not possess voting rights in the General Assembly. Their membership allows them to access tourism research, capacity-building initiatives, and international cooperation platforms (UNWTO, 2022).

Affiliate Members include private sector organisations, tourism businesses, academic institutions, research centres, local authorities, and non-governmental organisations involved in tourism-related activities. While Affiliate Members do not hold voting rights, they contribute significantly through knowledge sharing, innovation, and public–private collaboration. This category strengthens partnerships between governments and industry stakeholders, supporting sustainable tourism development and policy implementation (Dredge & Jamal, 2015).

Overall, the UNWTO membership framework ensures a balanced representation of governments, territories, and industry stakeholders, fostering global cooperation and responsible tourism development (UNWTO, 2023).


2. Who Qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?

A Full Member of UNWTO must be a sovereign state that meets specific eligibility requirements set out in the organisation’s statutes. Primarily, eligibility is limited to countries that are members of the United Nations or any of its specialised agencies, ensuring alignment with international governance structures (UNWTO, 2023).

To qualify, a state must submit a formal application for membership, which is then reviewed and approved by the UNWTO General Assembly. Acceptance requires compliance with the organisation’s constitutional principles, including a commitment to promoting sustainable tourism, international cooperation, and ethical standards in tourism development (UNWTO, 2022).

Full Members have full participation and voting rights in the UNWTO’s governing bodies. This enables them to influence global tourism policies, contribute to regulatory frameworks, and engage in international tourism initiatives. Member states are also expected to fulfil financial obligations, such as paying annual membership contributions, which support UNWTO programmes and operations (Hall, 2019).

Additionally, Full Members are encouraged to actively contribute to data sharing, policy dialogue, and the implementation of tourism development strategies aligned with global sustainability goals. Through their membership, states gain access to tourism research, technical assistance, and capacity-building programmes that support economic growth and responsible tourism practices (UNWTO, 2023).

In summary, Full Membership in UNWTO is reserved for sovereign states committed to international cooperation, sustainable tourism governance, and adherence to the organisation’s legal and ethical frameworks.


























References 

Dredge, D., & Jamal, T. (2015). Progress in tourism planning and policy: A post-structural perspective on knowledge production. Tourism Management, 51, 285–297. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tourman.2015.06.002
Hall, C. M. (2019). Tourism governance and public policy. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 27(7), 1068–1084. https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2019.1605302
UNWTO. (2022). Statutes of the World Tourism Organization. United Nations World Tourism Organization. https://www.unwto.org
UNWTO. (2023). UNWTO membership and legal framework. United Nations World Tourism Organization. https://www.unwto.org

image1.png




