
1) Subsidiary Bodies in International Tourism Governance (UNWTO)
Subsidiary bodies are specialized committees or technical organs created under a larger international organization to support its work in specific areas. Within the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), these bodies assist in implementing policies, advising member states, and ensuring that tourism development aligns with global standards and goals.
In UNWTO, subsidiary bodies include committees such as the Programme and Budget Committee, the Committee on Tourism and Sustainability, the Committee on Statistics, and regional commissions (e.g., for Europe, Asia-Pacific, etc.). These bodies are composed of member state representatives and experts, allowing for both political and technical input.
Their general roles include:
· Policy Support and Advice: Subsidiary bodies analyze tourism trends and provide recommendations to the UNWTO General Assembly and Executive Council. For example, they help shape policies on sustainable tourism, digitalization, and crisis management.
· Technical Expertise: They bring specialized knowledge in areas such as tourism statistics, market intelligence, and education. This ensures evidence-based decision-making.
· Implementation and Monitoring: These bodies help implement UNWTO programs and monitor progress toward international goals, including alignment with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
· Regional Coordination: Regional commissions address specific needs of different geographic areas, ensuring that global tourism policies are adapted to local contexts.
· Stakeholder Engagement: They provide a platform for collaboration between governments, private sector stakeholders, and academia.
Overall, subsidiary bodies enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of UNWTO by decentralizing tasks, encouraging expert participation, and ensuring that tourism governance is both inclusive and responsive to global challenges.

2) Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980)
The Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980) is a landmark policy document adopted during the World Tourism Conference held in Manila and organized by the World Tourism Organization. It represents one of the earliest comprehensive efforts to define the role of tourism in global development.
The declaration emphasized that tourism is not merely an economic activity but also a social, cultural, and political phenomenon. It highlighted tourism’s contribution to international understanding, peace, and cooperation among nations. Importantly, it recognized tourism as a fundamental human right, stating that access to holidays and travel should be available to all individuals.
Key principles of the Manila Declaration include:
· Tourism as a Tool for Development: It acknowledged tourism’s role in economic growth, employment generation, and poverty reduction, particularly in developing countries.
· Right to Rest and Leisure: The declaration linked tourism with human rights, reinforcing the idea that leisure and travel are essential for well-being.
· Sustainable and Responsible Tourism: Although the term “sustainability” was not widely used at the time, the declaration stressed the need to protect cultural heritage and natural resources.
· International Cooperation: It encouraged collaboration between nations to promote equitable tourism development and remove barriers to travel.
The Manila Declaration is considered a milestone because it shifted the global perspective on tourism from a purely economic sector to a multidimensional force for development and human welfare. It laid the foundation for later frameworks, including sustainable tourism policies and the integration of tourism into global development agendas.
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