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1. Explorer Tourist 

Definition: 

An explorer is a type of tourist who seeks out new and unfamiliar destinations, 

often avoiding heavily commercialized or touristy areas. They prefer to 

experience a destination more authentically and tend to travel independently. 

Charter Tourist 

Definition: 

A charter tourist is at the other end of the spectrum. They prefer packaged 

tours and familiar comforts. These tourists usually 

Explorer Tourist – Core Characteristics: 

• Independent Travel: Prefers self-planned trips over packaged tours. 

• Authenticity-Seeking: Desires genuine cultural experiences. 

• Off-the-Beaten-Path: Avoids touristy areas; chooses less 

commercialized destinations. 

• Cultural Curiosity: Engages with local customs, foods, and languages. 

• Flexible & Adventurous: Open to unexpected experiences and 

challenges. 

 

 



 

Charter Tourist – Core Characteristics: 

• Packaged Travel: Relies on pre-arranged tours and group travel. 

• Comfort-Oriented: Seeks convenience, safety, and familiar amenities. 

• Mainstream Destinations: Visits popular, highly commercialized sites. 

• Limited Cultural Immersion: Stays within tourist zones; less 

engagement with local life. 

• Predictable & Structured: Follows a fixed itinerary with minimal 

deviation. 

Explorer Tourist (Similar to Smith’s "Explorer" or "Elite" Tourist) 

Key Traits (per Smith’s typology): 

• Travels in small numbers. 

• Seeks deep cultural experiences. 

• Adapts to local norms and lifestyle. 

• Minimally impacts the local culture. 

• Examples in Smith's Typology: 

• Explorer: First-time visitors who engage with the culture authentically 

and often go where few tourists have been. 

• Elite Tourist: Similar to explorers but with more resources and often 

return visits with greater understanding of the destination. 

 

Charter Tourist (Similar to Smith’s "Mass" or "Incipient Mass" Tourist) 

Key Traits (per Smith’s typology): 

• Travels in large, organized groups. 



 

• Minimal cultural engagement; seeks comfort and entertainment. 

• Stays in tourist enclaves (resorts, cruise ships, etc.). 

• Has a more noticeable impact on the destination’s environment and 

culture. 

• Often driven by convenience, safety, and leisure. 

Examples in Smith's Typology: 

• Mass Tourist: The most common type; highly commercialized 

experiences with limited cultural immersion. 

• Incipient Mass Tourist: On the rise in popularity; slightly more 

adventurous but still prefers structured travel. 

 

Key Differences Summary: 

Feature Explorer Tourist Charter Tourist 

Group Size Small or solo Large, organized groups 

Cultural Interaction High Low 

Travel Style Independent Packaged tours 

Destination Preference Remote, authentic Popular, commercial 
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