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In no more than 500 words each explain: 

1- What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?

2- Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?






















1. What Are the Various UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Membership Types?

To guarantee equitable involvement in international tourist governance, the United Nations World tourist Organization (UNWTO) has set up a structured membership system. Full Members, Associate Members, and Affiliate Members are the three primary membership categories recognized by the organization.

Sovereign nations that are members of the UN or its specialized organizations are known as full members. These members are able to participate in the UNWTO General Assembly's decision-making procedures concerning tourism policies, rules, and strategic frameworks, and they have full voting rights. International tourism standards, such as those pertaining to sustainability and ethical tourism, are significantly shaped by Full Members (UNWTO, 2023).

Associate Members are non-sovereign regions or territories that are in charge of tourism-related matters but do not handle foreign policy on their own. These areas could be dependent territories connected to a sovereign state or autonomous regions. Associate Members are not eligible to vote in the General Assembly, but they are able to attend UNWTO sessions and technical programs. They can access international collaboration platforms, capacity-building programs, and tourism research thanks to their participation (UNWTO, 2022).

Private sector companies, travel agencies, academic institutions, research facilities, local government agencies, and non-governmental organizations engaged in tourism-related activities are examples of affiliate members. Despite not having the ability to vote, Affiliate Members make a substantial contribution through innovation, knowledge exchange, and public-private cooperation. This category supports the development of sustainable tourism and the application of policies by fortifying ties between governments and industry players (Dredge & Jamal, 2015).

In general, the UNWTO membership framework promotes international collaboration and the growth of responsible tourism by guaranteeing a fair representation of governments, territories, and industry stakeholders (UNWTO, 2023).

2. Who Is Eligible to Join the UNWTO as a Full Member?

A sovereign state that satisfies the particular eligibility standards outlined in the UNWTO's statutes is required to be a Full Member. To ensure conformity with international governance systems, eligibility is primarily restricted to nations who are members of the United Nations or any of its specialized organizations (UNWTO, 2023).

A state must formally apply for membership in order to be eligible, and the UNWTO General Assembly must then consider and accept the application. Acceptance necessitates adherence to the organization's core values, which include a dedication to advancing ethical standards in tourist development, international collaboration, and sustainable tourism (UNWTO, 2022).

Full Members are able to vote and participate fully in the UNWTO's governing bodies. This gives them the ability to participate in international tourist projects, contribute to regulatory frameworks, and affect global tourism policies. In order to fund UNWTO programs and operations, member nations are also obliged to fulfill financial commitments, such as making yearly membership contributions (Hall, 2019).

Furthermore, Full Members are urged to actively participate in policy discussions, data exchange, and the execution of tourism development plans that support global sustainability objectives. States that are members have access to capacity-building initiatives, technical support, and tourism research that promotes responsible tourism and economic growth (UNWTO, 2023).

In conclusion, sovereign governments dedicated to global collaboration, sustainable tourism governance, and adherence to the organization's ethical and legal frameworks are eligible for full membership in UNWTO.
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